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EXT. WASHI NGTON- LEE HI GH SCHOOL (1961 KENNEDY | NAUGURATI ON
DAY YEARBOOK PI CTURE | N BLACK AND WHI TE, W TH HEAVY SNOW -
DAY

Play credits. VISITORto this website should view
instructions for background information for this script near
the top of the index page for the directory that this script
is in. Also, please see the treatnent file (HTM for this
script, as shown clearly on that index. (PDF files cannot
give direct links.)

EXT. WASHI NGTON- LEE HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

A shot of a new high school addition under construction, and
a still of the old school and 1961 yearbooks. BILL, 60,
tal ks.

BILL (O.S.)
| becane a man in my own thinking
ny senior year--not the way you
think. | |learned to val ue ny
friends.

I NT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - DAY

YOUNG BI LL, 16, plays the concludi ng passages of the | ast
Rachmani noff Prelude in D-flat, with great bonbast. In front
of the stage, there is a table where three judges wite
comments. One of the comments reads “You should nmake nusic
your life s work.”

BILL (O.S.)
But | didn't get to become conposer
or concernt pianist. Not by
prof ession. Those would be private
hobbi es. We had a cold war on.
Young nmen had to pay their dues to
get to do what they wanted. By the
way, for that contest, |I had to
pi ck an American conposer. Choosi ng
Sergei Rachmani noff was sneaky. And
politically incorrect. But he did
live here at the end of life.



EXT. WL ATHLETIC FI ELD - AY

Young Bill and other boys are in PE blue unifornms. Bill is
batting, and hits a softball across the width of the field
into tbe bl eachers. The other boys seemto ignore himas he
runs the bases.

BILL (O S.)
| actually got to the point that I
i ked softball. They thought |
played like a girl. Now girls can
be good at it.

I NT. CHEM STRY CLASS - DAY

A runner brings Bill a note into class inviting himto join
t he Sci ence Honor Society.

EXT. WASHI NGTON- LEE HI GH SCHOOL I N 1961 - EVEN NG

YOUNG BI LL, 17, wal ks al ong busy Washington Blvd, in front of
the football field and jogging track in front of his high
school . Football players in half-length jerseys are
congregating on the other side of the fence. Bill wal ks past,
al ong the street.

Bl LL
And | figured out that it nade nore
sense to be with the best, and
affiliate with the best, than date
just to reproduce your own Kind.
Make sense?

I NT. FOOTBALL GAME CONCESSI ON STAND - NI GAT
YOUNG BI LL stands with sonme other high school seniors,
arrangi ng cokes at a sales stand with the noises of a

football game in the background.

FEMALE STUDEMI
Bill, this is a Saturday night.

MALE STUDENT
Bill is back in his semantics.
EXT. ARLI NGTON HOUSE - DAY

Bill stands on the front lawn after nowing it.



Bl LL
Li ke on that show of the tine, Day
in Court, | had | ooked at nyself in
the mrror, and for a short tine |
liked what | saw, then I forgot. |
coul d make fun of nyself, and with
ny friends it was OK

I NT. CHEM STRY CLASS - DAY

Bill struggles to light a match to get a Bunsen burner going.
A classmate BOB, 17, helps him
BOB
Hey, you gotta |ight matches.
Bl LL
I neant it. Don’t kiss her on the
l'ips.
BOB

Li ke, O go way butterfly.

The cl ass cackl es.

I NT. BILLS BASEMENT - N GHT
Young Bill stands in front of a grandfather clock in a
recreation room paneled and tiled, with a chartreuse ping
pong table and about ten high school students eating fast
food. Behind Bill is a poster, “REPLACING CARBON W TH
SILICON' and he holds a flask with a powdery substance.
YOUNG BI LL

This was MY project.
I NT. WLLI AM AND MARY COLLEGE LECTURE HALL - DAY
Young Bill sits anpbng a nunber of students taking a paper and
pencil chem stry test. (Precede with outdoor shots of the
Col I ege of WIliamand Mary.)
MONTAGE
Young Bill in a car of students driving up a nountain road.
A shot of the summt of Mount Washi ngton.

Young Bill in caps and gowns.



Young Bill stands behind the valedictory |ectern.
YOUNG BI LL
It was the best of tinmes, the worst
of tines.

I NT. CLASSROOM AFTER SCHOOL - DAY

Bill plays a gane of chess with a handsone teen M CHAEL, 17,
and beats himin an endgane.

EXT. - TENNIS COURTS - DAY

Bill plays at tennis with Mchael, who, after slammng the
| ast shot, yanks off his t-shirt and offers his hand with a
smle.

I NT. BILL”S BASEMENT - N GHT

Bill plays ping pong conservatively with Mchael and seens to
be winning with his unusual keep-the-ball-on-the-table
strategy.

M CHAEL
Vll, Bill, you are very frank. So
you have to be one of the best
friends that | have ever had.

Bill | ooks agitated.

EXT. WLLIAM AND MARY CAMPUS - DAY

Bill rides in the backseat of a Ford Galaxie, his parents in
front, as they arrive at Brown Hall Dormtory on the Coll ege
of WIlliamand Mary canpus.

I NT. BROWN HALL DORM ROOM W LLI AM AND AMRY - DAY

Bil | shakes hands with YOUNG SYDNEY, 18, with both boys
havi ng partially unpacked suitcases on top and bottom of a
bunk bed. The rest of the roomis still relatively clean, but
smal | and hot .



I NT. DORM ROOM BROWN HALL W LLI AM AND MARY - EVEN NG -
FLASHBACK

YOUNG SYDNEY, 18, crew cut and bl ond and nmedium build, sits
at his desk and wites his English thene in bad penmanshi p.
There is a lot of clutter and patent nedicines at Bill’s end
of the room The thene heading reads “My CLOCK RADI O’

The Romanza of the Schumann Synphony 2 pl ays, sonmewhat
muf f | ed.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Room e, fella, how do you spel
“receive”? Wihich way is it?

YOUNG BI LL
Am 1 allowed to help you. You know
Honor System

YOUNG SYDNEY
Get serious.

YOUNG BI LL
It’s r-e-c-e-i-v-e. The C rul e.

YOUNG SYDNEY
| gotta change the nusic. Boring,
sl ow. No wonder they won’t allow a
fag classical music station in
Roanoke. | want ny kind of nusic.

Sydney plays with the dials and gets “Beul ah Land” on the
cl ock radio.

YOUNGER BI LL
You want to see ny thenme? | know
you can’t copy it, but you can read
it.

Bill holds up a thene notebook, in bold penmanship, with an
essay titled “A DEFI NI TION OF FRI ENDSHI P. ”

I NT. DORM ROOM BROWN HALL W LLI AM AND MARY - NI GHT

The roomis dark and Bill is |lying awake in the | ower bunk
when t he door opens and Sydney storns in. He | eaves the |ight
off and clinbs into the bunk.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Yeah, Bill, your’'e a fine fella.
You’ ve got a great future.



YOUNG BI LL
| hope so.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Where were you tonight? You pl ayed
h Where ooky buddy on the
Tri bunals. W' re gonna send out a
bl anket party for you.

YOUNG BI LL
| skipped out. | didn't want to go.

YOUNG SYDNEY
I think I know why, too. And you
don't want to tell

| NT. DORM ROOM BROWN HALL W LLI AM AND MARY - DAY

Bill is putting on a bright green shirt. He buttons it but
doesn’t finish tucking in his shirt tails. Hs text books and
not ebooks are on his bed. He quickly opens his nouth and
paints his throat with a cotton swab, dipped in a snal

gl ycerine bottle. Sydney | ooks.

YOUNGER BI LL
You like ny clothes.

YOUNG SYDNEY
VWhen | see soneone in a wardrobe

i ke yours, | think, there goes
t hat honosexual wal ki ng down t he
street.

Bill picks up the books and quickly gets out of the room
shirt tails out.

I NT. STUDENT UNI ON BUI LDI NG W LLI AM AND MARY SERVI CE COUNTER -
AFTERNOON

Young Bill wal ks up to the counter with Sophonore #2 in
shorts behind him
YOUNG BI LL
Today | want to borrow the Schumann

Second.

The FEMALE ATTENDANT, 20, hands himan old LP record. On it
there is a sticker, “TH' S RECORD BADLY WORN.” Bill takes out
the plastic LP and inspects it, |ooking at scratches and
pits.



YOUNG BI LL
It’s not that | mnd. | isnt mne.
Your record players track heavier
t han m ne.

ATTENDANT

You want it?

Sophonore #2 approaches from behind, in shorts.

SOPHOMORE  #2
Still a warmday, ain't it. You're
the infamous Bill.

YOUNG BI LL
Yes. | am

SOPHOMORE  #2

You exist. We m ssed you that
ni ght. Like you don’t play footbal
ei t her.

YOUNG BI LL
| don’t have to.

SOPHOMORE  #2
Because you’re snmart.

ATTENDANT
You' re tal king about the tribunals.
Were they shave the boys | egs,
like for football and all.

YOUNG BI LL
And it doesn’'t always grow back.

ATTENDANT
Vell, mne grew back. Alittle bit.

| NT. DORM SHOWER - DAY

Young Bill showers behinds a translucent curtain. He doesn’t
hear the door opening as Sydney starts to enter the restroom
Bill is singing to hinmself in jest.

YOUNG BI LL

Honbsexual on the | oosel!



I NT. DORM ROOM BROWN HALL W LLI AM AND MARY - NI GHT

Bill lies in the bottom bunk, Sydney in the top. “Beul ah
Land” plays softly in the background.

YOUNG BI LL
I’mgonna turn it off in a mnute.
Your Negro gospel nusic.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Just a nonent. Let ne finish

prayi ng.

YOUNG BI LL
You really pray. Talk to God. Wth

YOUNG SYDNEY
I don’t think you do. And you're a

bapti st .

YOUNG BI LL
Yes, imersed with ny nother at
twelve. | told you. But we played

choral nusic. Bach. Muzart. And
Brahns, whom you hate.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Sonetinmes no nusic is better, then.

YOUNG BI LL
So, now, what happened to you at
summer canp?

YOUNG SYDNEY
Not to me. Another canper. He was
fifteen years ol d. Younger | ooking
t han you, even. He was two tents
away. At two in the norning, he
screaned twice. And | knew
instantly that he was ruined. They
had rui ned him

YOUNG BI LL
Maybe it was a bear. | nean,
anybody coul d have. Okay, the canp
counsel or. He nust have been a real
honbsexual . Not what you tal k
about .

YOUNG SYDNEY
You want to junp to concl usions.



YOUNG BI LL
But you al ready have.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Any queer would (assault) the kid
off. They just can’t help
t hensel ves. They take on this super
strength. After m dni ght, when rea
men sl eep. They’re vanpires.

YOUNG BI LL
And that’s really Tarzan’ s quest
for mal e (production)? You talk
like you really believe this. And
ny father thinks I'’magullible.

YOUNG SYDNEY
That’s how it is. You re dangerous,
Bill. I heard you say it in the
showers. You admitted it. You even
bragged about it. So tell the
truth, Bill. You know your honor
code.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROAN HALL DORM ROOM 1961 - EVEN NG

Bill walks fromthe enpty porch up to his dormroom He finds
a handwitten note scotch-taped to the unl ocked door.

| NSERT:

In recent roominspections we have noticed excessive patent
nmedi ci nes |ike rolaids and nose spray and throat paint.
Pl ease report to the Dean of Men about this today.

Bill walks into his roomand | ooks at his chest of drawers
and picks up the nose drops and rolaids and stuffs theminto
his trouser pockets. He gently closes the door and runs
downstairs and outside. He strolls through the fog across

Ri chnond Road onto the main canmpus. The early evening drizzle
gives the scene a bl ack-and-white | ook out of place for a

col onial canmpus. He pauses for a nonent in front of the Wen
Bui | di ng, wal ks astride and | ooks at the sunken garden. He

| ooks at a sign proclaimng the building to be the oldest in
North America. He wal ks up the steps of the building, now
deserted for Thanksgiving Friday. He quickly navigates to the
Dean’s office on the second floor. It is sealed by a

m | kgl ass door that seens illumnated fromthe inside. The
door reads:

| NSERT



Carson W Bar nes
DEAN OF MEN

Bill knocks, timdly.

10.

CARSON

Bill, cone in.

I"mwaiting for you.

Bill opens the door and sees the Dean seated at his power
desk. The only color in the roomcones fromthe green | anp.
There is one wooden chair in front of the |arge varni shed
desk. Bill sits down without an extra invitation.

YOUNG BI LL
Dean Barnes, you really called ne
|ate on the Friday after

Thanksgi vi ng.

CARSON
Well, Bill, at least you didn't say
Sir. Manners.

YOUNG BI LL
If it’s just the nedicines, | can

expl ai n.

Bill wi ggles his pocket,

reaches for the nose drop bottle in

hi s pocket and then stops. Dean Barnes holds up a bottle of
dark red liquid that reads (in elite type) “iodine and

gl ycerine.”

CARSON
M. Ldzett, this is yours.

YOUNG BI LL
For painting ny throat. They use
met aphen here in the infirmry.

CARSON
Bill, I know you have sone
allergies. By the way, you do go to
t he Bapti st church.

YOUNG BI LL
Yes, sir, it’s a bit southern.

CARSON
Rev. Pugh speaks wel|l of you. W
can |l et the canpus doctor check out
all this on Mnday.

They | ook past each other, and then Carson nakes eye contact.



CARSON
Bill, if I may ask, how are you
getting along with the other boys
in your dorn? You' re in Brown. |
know it’s a bit cranped.

YOUNG BI LL
Most of the boys are fine. Good
character. Manly.

There is a quick nontage of dorm scenes, the porch, the
communal bathroom the showers with Bill nuttering to
hi nsel f.

YOUNG BI LL
To tell the truth, ny roomuate
Sydney makes sone outrageous
statenents. They're w ong.

Dean Bar nes | ooks back.

CARSON
Bill, you can talk in flowers al
you want to. You do wite good.

YOUNG BI LL
The boys say | don't ‘wite
regul ar.” You know, penmanshi p.
God, we got graded on handwiting
in elenentary school.

CARSON
Hardl y anyone makes an A in
freshman English. Once every two
years. You did it as a freshman,
Straight A's at mdterm A couple
of B's wouldn’t hurt.

YOUNG BI LL
I wote a provocative,
controversial essay defining the
concept of ‘friendship’ as ny first
theme. | think it upset Sydney.

CARSON
well, Bill, I hope that's all there
istoit. A couple of the boys say
t hat you put. .

YOUNG BI LL
No, | never put ny hand on anot her
boy’ s knee.

11.



12.

Bill puts his hand underneath his nouth, as if nauseated.

I NT. UPPERCLASS DORM ROOM - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

(Split screen) Boys, including Young Sydney, are crowded in a
dormroom Sone, including Young Sydney, are im skivvies.

FAT BOY
Bill, what do you think sixty-nine
nmeans.

YOUNG BI LL

That’ s where they do it sixty-nine
times in sixty-nine mnutes.

The ot her boys cackle and roll on the fl oor.

FAT BOY
Bill, what do you think of
honosexual i ty?

YOUNG BI LL
I don’t approve of it.

Bill’s hand flails and brushes Young Sydney’ s knee.

I NT. DEAN CF MEN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Bill swall ows hard.

CARSON
You with ne, Bill?

YOUNG BI LL
My chum M chael |ast sunmer was
right. 1’ m naive about these
things. He's at VPl instead of
here. Hope they don’t shave him
That’ s another thing. |I didn’t go
to the Tribunals. | didn't get
hazed. So | guess that’s another
reason I’ma sissy. But | had never
heard of all this until living away
fromhone. O all the untidy things
honbsexual s are supposed to do.

Now t he Dean puts his hand over his nouth.



CARSON
So what are you getting at. You can
drop all this if you want and nove
on.

YOUNG BI LL
kay, as a matter of definition,
like for an English thenme, | would

say that | ama | atent honosexual
Sone nen--Mchael, ny friend in ny

seni or class last year, but not Syd-

-make me feel sexually excited when
| am around them They have to

have certain secondary sexua
characteristics. They have to have
it. They can lose it.

CARSON
So it’s sonething that happens to
you. You don’t control it. You
can’t control it.

YOUNG BI LL
I’mjust trying to follow the Honor
System

CARSON
So you are. O is that a ruse?

YOUNG BI LL
It makes ne classify as different.
Now it doesn’t bother ne.

CARSON
Sur e.

YOUNG BI LL
It never happens in the room |
turn it on and off. Look, aren’t
you glad that | leveled with you?
The day after Thanksgiving, no
| ess. We should all be hone.

CARSON
I"mvery glad that you confided in
me that you think you re a
honosexual . Frankly, 1 had heard
runors that you were a honosexual
but I was slowto act on it. You
made it easier on ne and easier on
yoursel f. Now, are your parents
hone?

13.



14.

YOUNG BI LL
No, they were here yesterday.
They’'re in North Carolina visiting
famly friends.

CARSON
Bill, I did hear about the singing
in the shower. Wen you talked to
yoursel f, you called yourself a
“honosexual on the | oose.’

Bill | eans over but controls hinself and sits upright.
YOUNG BI LL
That was a private joke. Intra-
per sonal
CUT TO

EXT. JAMESTOMWN VA SETTLEMENT COLONY THANKSG VI NG DAY -
AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK

Bill, his parents (Ronald, 59 and El aine, 48), and JOHN
JUNEAU (18, a bit soft-1ooking) are wal king past the straw
huts of the settlenent. The Janes River is in the background.
Squirrels, ferrets and otters are running around. There is
still some residual brownish orange and yellow in the trees.
Leaves are bl owi ng around.

YOUNG BI LL
The Schubert B-flat Sonata. Heart -
rendi ng.

JOHN
Bill, sonetinmes | wonder if nusic

is really in your blood. The
i ncredi bl e things you say and do.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
He learnt it. He got that from ne.

CUT BACK TGO

I NT. DEAN OF MEN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

CARSON
Bill, conme back. I will have to
call them Your parents. Long
distance. It will be a big deal.
Don’t worry about it all weekend.
It will be all right.

( MORE)



15.

CARSON( cont ' d)
We aren’t going to ask you to | eave
school or anything |ike that. You
just don’t want to slide into
anything |ike honbsexuality.

YOUNG BI LL
K. It will be a surprise. O a pop
qui z.

I NT. FAMLY LIVING ROOM CHARLOITE NC - EVEN NG

Bill'’s parents and M. And Ms. MCarthy (50, 45) are
chatting in the living roomof a ranbler suburban house wth
a bit of Frank LIoyd Wight kind of furniture. The bl ack-and-
white television is a Sylvania with a Hal o Light and sil ent

i mages of the Berlin \Vall.

VR MCCARTHY
| sonetines think Barbara had too
much television. Like Bill, she

kept to herself. But she went away
to coll ege knowi ng nmuch nore about
how dangerous this free country of
ours is getting.

The rotary phone rings. M. MCarthy wal ks over to the
ni ghtstand in the hall and answers.

VR MCCARTHY
Hel | o.

TELEPHONE OPERATOR
M. MCarthy, this is the long
di stance operator in WIIiansburg,
Virginia, calling for M. Ronald
Ldzett.

MR. MCCARTHY
Sure, interesting. Ronald, |ong
di stance for you.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Huh, honest a Pete. FromBill?

MR, MCCARTHY
| guess. The operator had to
connect us.

Bill's father (bald, trifocals) picks up the phone.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Bill?



16.

TELEPHONE OPERATOR
M. Ldzett, | have the Dean of Men
fromthe College of WIliam and
Mary on the phone.

CARSON
M. Ldzett, this is Dean Barnes.
How are you this evening?

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Look, I'"ma traveling sal esman.
know t he techniques of talking to
peopl e. Anyway, not poorly. Wat’'s
up. It’s Bill, but he never gets in
trouble. W were just there. He
nmust have told you..

CARSON
No, he's fine. Look, we can take
care of this. | guess you're

visiting friends over the weekend,
that’s what Bill said. Can you drop
by Monday norning on your way back?

Bl LL' S FATHER
Can | see Bill first?

CARSON
Sure. Make it nmy office in the
Chri stopher Wen Buil ding, Second
Fl oor, at 9 o' clock in the norning,
Tuesday Novenber 28. Sorry to
bot her you | ong distance on a
Friday night.

INT. DINER I N WLLI AMSBURG - EVEN NG

Bill and his parents eat. The diner |ooks like a 50s famly
establi shnment with coin-operated jute boxes on the table.
Qutside is Duke of  oucester Street, with a novie theater
and the marquee “Splendor in the Gass.” BILL's MOTHER, 48
and BILL'S FATHER, 59, sit across the table from him

YOUNG BI LL
You both taught ne that | woul d
never be punished for telling the
truth. Good character guidance.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
It’s nmore than just that.



17.

YOUNG BI LL
The Dean of Men asked, and | told.

Bl LL’ S MOTHER
You don’t want to tell us now. I
can tell. If you tell, you should
tell willingly.

YOUNG BI LL
You renenber M chael |ast year. The
tenni s ganes, the ping pong, the
novi es.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
I know. Your chum You |et himw n,
didn’t you. It was tantalizing.

Bl LL
Not hi ng ever happened. That is the
truth. But the issue for the Dean
is what sensations | felt.

Bl LL' S MOTHER
You don’t need to tal k about this
at all.

Bl LL
Then | woul d have to qui bble. That
vi ol ates the Honor Code.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMN HALL DORM ROOM 1961 - EVEN NG -
FLASHBACK

Bill Ilies on his |ower bunk and studies his English anthol ogy
book for class.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY ROGERS HALL, CHEM STRY LECTURE ROOM
1961 - MORNI NG - FLASHBACK

Bill |eaves the lecture hall five mnutes early as the class
continues. He picks up a lab test that reads “79 C+".

EXT. WLLIAM AND MARY, DUKE OF GLOUCESTER STREET - MOMENTS
LATER

A Ford Galaxie turns the corner onto Richnond Road. Bill is
wal ki ng on the corner. (Show the canpus fromthe air for a
nonent.) Bill opens the door and clinbs in.
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Bl LL’ S FATHER
This is going to conme as a blowto
you, Bill, but we have to take you
out of school .

YOUNG BI LL
The Dean lied. He specifically
prom sed he wouldn’t ask ne to
| eave school. He broke the Honor
Code.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Well, he talked to the President of
the Col | ege | ast night. He has no
choi ce. You know, the College has
to think about the other parents,
not just us.

I NT. DEAN OF MEN S OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

Bill is standing with his father, and his nother is seated on
a hard wood chair.
Bl LL
| said | never did anything.
CARSON
Bill, it’s going to be easier on

you to | eave anyway. You have
certain anxieties. You and your
parents have to work this out. If a
certified psychiatrist wites us
that it is all right for you to
come back and live in a boy’s

coll ege dorm then we will wel cone
you back for the Spring Senester.

YOUNG BI LL
But ny courses.

CARSON
You can retake them If you study
your subjects at hone by yourself
over Christmas, maybe you can pl ace
out of them or take the finals. W
all now you can wite your thenes
and term papers. Your English
instructor will pass on you.

YOUNG BI LL
There's Eastern State.



19.

CARSON
Believe ne, Bill, you don’t want to
deal with Eastern State
psychiatrists. They have no cl ass.
They woul d just warehouse you.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMN HALL DORM STAI RWAY 1961 - LATER

Show a Vertigo view of the stairway. Bill and Dad are
carrying down the mattress. Dad is trying to fold it. He
points to a wet gray stain.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Now, Bill, look, |ook. You see how
I know that you are not a hono.

Father points to the stain again as John suddenly starts up
t he steps.

JOHN
Bill, what’s up? You' re going.

YOUNG BI LL
They are making nme | eave school. To
get nedi cal advice. That’s how they
put it. Mldly.

JOHN
It’'s a shock. You tal ked, didn't
you?

Bl LL

"1l wite soon and expl ain.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
No you won't. You do what we say if
you want to get out of this.

JOHN
Look, just send nme one conmuni que.
I look forward to it.

I NT. FORD GALAXI E - AFTERNCON

Bill sits in the back seat, as they cross the Yorktown R ver
driving back to Arlington on a cold late fall day. Bare trees
show now.

Bl LL' S FATHER
We'll call the Dean of Adni ssions
at GWtonorrow.

( MORE)
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Bl LL’ S FATHER( cont' d)

But if you ever nention
honosexual ity again, not a college
in the country will take you.

YOUNG BI LL
It’s fair enough.

Bl LL’ S MOTHER
Daddy neans it. If you ever tel
anybody sonething like this, your
col | ege days are over. And you
can’'t make it by yourself in the
real world.

INT. BILL’S HOVE - DAY

Bill paces the living roomfloor, walks to the kitchen and
| ooks outside. There is light snow on the ground. He sees
M chael’s car pull up. He walks out into the hall and waits
until he hears the doorbell ring.

M chael enters, dressed in his ROTC uniform He offers his
hand, and Bill shakes it like in the days of the past sumrer.

INT. BILL”S HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

Bill seens to be staring at M chael, who sits at sone
di stance on the sofa.

BI LL
Yeah, | admtted to the Dean... |
blurted out. And they want to say
" msick. They say, straighten out
ny thi nking.

M CHAEL
It sounds like a stupid thing to
do. But wait. You said the day
after Thanksgi ving. He nust have
wai ted around for you all day.

BI LL
Yeah. | was in the lab, catching up
on Qual. And at the end of the day,
he was still there, in Wen hall.

M CHAEL

So you were his mark. He needed to
find sonebody. That's how all the
hazing is. You skip out...
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Bl LL
Yeah.

M CHAEL
M ne grew back. You don’t need to
| ook.

INT. NIH CLI NI CAL CENTER, MENTAL HEALTH WARD - AFTERNCON

Montage: The NIH Cinical Center fromthe outside, patients
pl aying ping pong in a day room Bill playing piano in the

solarium Bill and his parents drawing on easals in an art

t her apy sessi on.

INT. NIH CLI NI CAL CENTER GROUP THERAPY ROOM - FLASHBACK

About ten patients, young adults, sit around in a |large
conference roomwith a one-way mrror on one side. A w ndow
| ooks across a large lawn to the rest of the hospital canpus.

A YOUNG WOMAN, 19, lies catatonic on the floor. A YOUNG MALE
PATI ENT, 24, picks her up in a fireman carry to take her back
to a chair.

YOUNG BI LL
God damm MP. Not hing to be ashaned
of . Sure.

YOUNG MALE PATI ENT
You're ashaned to be here. Get over
it. This is all that’s real now

YOUNG BI LL
I’mthe only one who goes On the
Qut si de.

I NT. MEDI CAL OFFI CE OF OLD NATI ONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS -
MORNI NG

Bill is filling out an enpl oynment nedical history form
Attached is his “Application for Federal Enploynent” and the
guestion about “sexual perversion” shows on the form HAROLD
PI NCOCK, 59, short and thin, dressed in nedical whites, nakes
eye contact as he stands in front of a governnent-issue netal
desk.

YOUNG BI LL
Dr. Pincock, why I had to see a
psychiatrist is irrel evant now.
( MORE)
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YOUNG BI LL(cont ' d)

I’ m back in college at GWNw th al
A's. Sol really can’t say.

HARCLD
O soneone won’t let you tell. You
can’t go to work without a
satisfactory nedical. So go cal
your daddy.

Bill picks up a black rotary phone and dials it.

I NT. MEDI CAL OFFI CE OF OLD NATI ONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS -
MOVENTS LATER

Harol d Pincock filla our preprinted government form and
scri bbl es “Thought he was a honosexual .”

HARCLD
K, | approve of you.

INT. U S. ARMY | NDUCATI ON STATI ON - AFTERNOON

A lot of young nen are standing around in one large hall in
their skivvies. The nen are typically varied in appearance
and build, with a few obese or undevel oped and unfit.

Bill checks his nmedical history form and answers yes to a
box mar ked “honosexual tendencies.” Then he wites a | onghand
expl anation. He gives it to a SERGAENT.

SERGEANT
kay, soldier, you get to talk to
t he psychiatrist.

I NT. CLASSROOM AT KANSAS UNI VERSI TY - AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK

Bill, 22, dressed somewhat sloppily in a baggy suit, is
witing mathematics definitions |ike THE ASSCCl ATl VE LAWon a
greenboard, in front of a smaller class of college students.
He points to a chalk |list of dates for schedul ed hour

exam nations during the senester, and then turns around and
faces the students, only slightly younger, confidently.

I NT. DORM ROOM KANSAS UNI VERSI TY - NI GHT

The dormroomhere is larger, and the two beds are arranged
inayYfor privacy. There are nunerous books around the room
and a small stereo, but no nedici nes now. BOBBY S| EVERS, 27,
slightly overweight and acne-scarred, fiddles with the stereo
as “Monday Monday” finishes playing.
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BOBBY
You're a growmn man, Bill, old
enough to have your own car. 1’|
take you to Kansas City so we can
roll some queers. Can nmake fifty
bucks a ni ght.

YOUNG BI LL
And you were in the Peace Corps.
You want to work for them How can
you?

BOBBY
Wl l, you let them approach you
and when they go down on you, you
bang themwi th a | ead pipe, and
take their cash

YOUNG BI LL
You could kill sonebody and never
know it.

BOBBY
Well, then there’ s just one |ess

qgueer in the world.
MONTAGE (DURI NG THI S CONVERSATI ON)
Young Bill proctors an exam w th the bluebooks on TWO

STUDENTS' adj acent desks showi ng the sane chi cken-scratching
for an al gebra |l ong division problem

Young Bill sits on his dormbed in underwear. He actually
| ooks at his still youthful legs for a nonent. Another
FRESHVAN (who was cheating in the previous clip) stands in
t he hal l way and gesticul ates, and then stares at Bill, but
Bill ignores the attention.

Young Bill, dressed casually, invites two fibbies in good
clothes into his dormroom

BI LL
Yes, | gave that one student an

automatic F before they took the
class away fromne for giving out
too many down slips at md term He
pl eaded, but | heard he got drafted
t hat summer. He probably got
infantry.

TOBEY
And you pl ayed snitch on that
second roommat e.
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Bl LL
That’s part of the story.

I NT. M LITARY QUONSET, FORT RONALDSON, NEAR RI FLE RANGE, 1968
- MORNI NG - FLASHBACK

Bill, in Arny dress greens and poplin shirt, stands in front
of three field grade officers seated in wooden chairs. The
building is a bit decrepit with | oose wooden boards on the
floor, and there is a coal pile visible through the w ndow.
Rifle fire, staccato, punctuates. There is faint radio talk
of peace talks in North Vietnam but one of the officers
(YOUNG MORGAN, 26, black, 1LT) turns off the radio.

YOUNG MORGAN
So, Private Ldzett, tell nme at
| east one | eadership activity in
school . Like run for Student
Counci | ? Have you ever been in
charge of others?

YOUNG BI LL
Wl |, the Science Honor Society. |
was initiated literally in nmy own
basenent. | organi zed the event. By
nmy application for direct
conmi ssion i s based on technica
skills.

Bill picks up a black bound, hand-type Master’s thesis and
quickly flips through it. He tries to showit to an officer,
who shakes his head.

OFFI CER NO 2
Conputers are filled up. W don't
need that. Private, | ama | awer,

but you see that | wear the
infantry crossed sabres. W need
| eaders of nen in conbat. They
becone brothers, and then
denocr at s.

EXT. FORT RONALDSON S.C. RI FLE RANGE - DAY

Bill is onthe rifle range, firing at popups with a nearby
coach. He keeps adjusting his ear plugs.
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I NT. BAY I N A BARRACKS, BASIC TRAI NI NG - NI GHT

A tall black SOLD ER touches Bill’s chest as Bill lies on the
top bunk.

SOLDI ER
You’ ve got a soft bod and a nice
chest. You want ( ... ), Lassie?

YOUNG BI LL
Gett of me or 1I'Il have you court-
marti al ed.

The sol di er backs away.

EXT. TENT CITY AT FORT RONALDSON - DAY

Bill and other soldiers junp off a truck and run into
formation, scream ng.

I NT. COMMUNAL ARMY LATRI NE, FORT RONALDSON - MOMENTS LATER

Some soldiers in fatigues, sweaty and in shock, urinate in a
| ong wash basin that is not a urinal

DRI LL SERGEANT
Never call attention in the
|l atri ne!

I NT. FORT EUSTI S VA BARRACKS - EVEN NG - FLASHBACK

A group of soldiers, sone of the other soldiers with shirts
of f, march around the day roomin a |love train chanting

“Ti ptoe Through the Tulips.” Young Bill, watching first,
joins in, putting his hands omthe shoul ders of a
particularly attractive soldier.

ONE SOLDI ER
OCh, go way butterl fy!

The sol di er breaks out of the nmarch, bends his wists and
sticks out his tongue.

YOUNG BI LL
Francis. You did the gesture again.
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THE SCLDI ERS
The gesture! The gesture! OCh-ho-ho-
ho. Tip toe through the tulips with
ne.”

EXT. NORFOLK NAVAL BASE, SUBMARI NE PORT 1993 - DAY -
FLASHBACK

There is a sign, “no political buttons.” Bill passes the
sailor MP, in whites but with a pistol, down the Rama
staircase into a submarine, and quickly sees the cranped
quarters and Nort hhanpt on bunks.

CHAD, 26, a seaman in whites, shows himaround quickly, al
the way to the entrance to the nucl ear power bay. They cone
back to a sinple table and eat ice cream and cake. Chad sells
hi ma navy blue hat that reads "“Sunfish.”

CHAD
There are no secrets here. | know
everything ny bunkmates are
t hi nki ng.

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

The phone, sitting on the rimof a worn, cluttered sofa anong
a mesh of wires connected to the conputer and television,
rings and Bl LL BERKOMI Z, 54 and bal d, hobbles on crutches to
it, picking it up just in tinme.

Bl LL
Oh, Tobey! Thanks for calling back.

TOBEY (O S.)
We got the auditoriumfor you set
for the 25th. Now nake sure your
suit is pressed.

Bl LL
Sur e.

TOBEY (O S.)
You' Il be taped. Candid canera.
You' Il love the attention

I NT. AUDI TORI UM - EVEN NG

Tobey, in a sweater, adjusts Bill;s tie backstage, then |eads
hi mon stage and introduces Bill, on crutches but in a suit,
to the audience.
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I NT. BILL’S H GHRI SE APARTMENT, M NNEAPCLI S - AFTERNOON

Bill plugs in an independent Panasonic VCR unit on a dunpy
bench near his TV. The apartnent is cluttered with three
conmputers, two |aptops, various newspapers, magazi nes, and
books, and a few coffee stains on the beige carpet.

Tobey comes onto the picture, as it focuses and gets past the
SNow.

TOBEY
Gays in the mlitary, and other
t hi ngs that he .

Bill fast-forwards the tape a bit to where he is talking. He
ison, in a business suit. There is an outline witten on

t he green bl ackboard in white chalk, looking like a test on
the board. It lists itens |ike “gays in the mlitary,”
“sodony |l aws,” “free speech.”

BI LL
And finally, we come to the
Rel ati onshi p Paradox. In our nodern
worl d, you are supposed to be your
own man, or wonan, before you
conmt yourself to a relationship.

EXT. EMPTY STAGE - DAY
Bill continues to interpret.

BI LL
I changed jobs, even careers, nmany
times, traveled, pretend to conquer
the world, which | didn't/ |
| ectured. | got attention. But one
l[ittle nystery remains. So, what
did I mss, slipping out on the
tribunal s? Sonething |ike the
present day circuit party?

EXT. COLONI AL COLLEGE DORM BUI LDI NG AT W LLI AM AND NARY -
NI GHT - FLASHBACK

A group of college boys, including Young Sydney, |ead eight

freshnen, Dblindfolded crudely, fromthe sunken garden toward
a door in the basenent, that has a sinple stage and fol ding

chairs set up
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YOUNG SYDNEY
Go through, what was it, the
prosceni um doors. W have our eight
parts of the theater.

The freshman march, wavering in a precession, onto the stage.
Wt hout protesting they sit down.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Stagecraft is ready. Wrld dranma.
Oh, the ways of college boys.

A coupl e of the freshnmen | ook down at their thighs.

YOUNG SYDNEY
You're all in shorts. You know why,
too. Just what the hi ppopotanus
ordered. |Is that how you pronounce
it. Skin's so tight that when he
bl i nks his eyes he n().

The sophonores | augh.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Don’t kick sand in that poor
beast’ s eyes!

The | aughter turns to cackling.

SOPHOMORE
Ldzett.

YOUNG SYDNEY
He ski pped out on the Tribunal s.
Li ke a deadbeat .

SOPHOMORE  #2
Then Syd why aren’t you on stage?

YOUNG SYDNEY
No.

SOPHOMORE  #2
We know what you' re afraid of.

Sophonore #2 a redhead, |eads Syd up to the stage. He stands
behi nd the nmen. The sophonores scranbl e and | ook for another
chair but don’t find one.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Ldzett would get h() as a brick if
he saw this.

( MORE)
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YOUNG SYDNEY( cont ' d)

When he sees Pl ayboy you can’t even
tell (what is) there.

SOPHOMORE  #2
How about you, (xx)-head? Syd’ s not
got b() at all. So he doesn’t
matter. Let’s see how you guys
perform

Now Sophonore #2 brings in a pail of soapy water, and the
first sophonore brings in a full tray filled with razors. The
first sophonore kneels before the first freshman, |athers the
freshman’s super hairy legs, and then starts scraping.

SOPHOVORES
Quch!

EXT. WL H G4 SCHOCOL - DAY

BILL, 60, wal ks into the new high school, goes to the office,
and puts on his substitute teacher badge. Teenagers anbl e by
in the hallway.

He wal ks into a class, which |ooks like an English cl ass
gi ven the various book-covers of classics on the walls and
around the room Silently, he takes attendance.

BI LL
Before | take roll, 1’1l announce
that | graduated fromthis place
over forty years ago, in 1961.

He | ogs onto the conputer and brings up a photocopy of the
bl ack- and-white cover of his own book, “DO ASK DO TELL” on
the terminal. It shows through the overhead projector.

Bl LL
Some day, you will remenber what |
wote, too. But |like many witers
when they are renmenbered, 1'Il be
gone. Just |ike your teacher’s
classroomas | see it is her
domai n, ny own body or witings, in
books and on the Internet, is mne.
It’s like my Rng. Well, I’'Il break
the rules, ignore the | esson plans
for a mnute, turn this into socia
studi es and flash ny power poi nt
deno of “CQur Fundanental R ghts.

( MORE)
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Bl LL(cont' d)

" If you go into Google and enter
ny nane and this school nane into a
bool ean search, you'll find nme
anyway. \Wat do they call it,

“ Googl e hacking”?

Bill proceeds to show the denp of his classification system
of individual rights. HandsoneMal estudent, 14, taller than
nost of the other students, raises his hand and gets

restl ess.

HANDSOVEMAL ESTUDENT
You still believe in this, nman.
Bl LL

| do. But don’t take your freedom
for granted. Soneone el se may

deci de that your freedomis his
peril. Remenber, do as | say, not
as | do. Sonebody want to say, what
is a “social right”?

HANDSOVENVAL ESTUDENT
It’s a right you can nmake ot her
peopl e pay for.

BI LL
Anybody el se.

The class is silent but HandsoneMal est udent ri ses.

BI LL
But renenber, about freedom of
speech, the nore peopl e who speak
because they have a nessage, and
wite to pronote thensel ves, the
less witing is a profession, the
less it is a way to make a |iving.
Li ke comput ers.

The bell rings, and only HandsoneMal est udent stays.

Bl LL
Thanks for not taking advantage of
the fact that |’ ma substitute.
That's noral .

HANDSOVENVAL ESTUDENT
Vll, | get it. But I want to know
sonet hing. Are you a hypocrite?

Bl LL
I know what peopl e think.
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HANDSOVEMAL ESTUDENT
We had that other | esson. A |lot of
people don’t like witers.

BI LL
Li ke we’re not real people. But
your permanent teachers are.

HANDSOVENMAL ESTUDENT
Teach nme. Look, | already read the
chapter in class on nmy PDA

Bl LL
Googl e hacki ng.

HANDSOVENVAL ESTUDENT
You' re inpressed. Don’t you think
you coul d google hack to find out
what happened to Syd?

HandsoneMal est udent | eaves the cl assroom

EXT. WLLIAM AND MARY CAMPUS PRESENT DAY - DAY

Bill walks in front of the Wen building, taking pictures
with a | arge cantorder. He crosses the street and approaches
Brown Hall fromthe distance and takes pictures. A security
guard approaches him acconpani ed by another man in a
business suit. Bill wal ks away, keeping his canera.



