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FADE | N:

I NT. STUDI O CREDI TS - DAY

Pl ease view treatnent docunent at
http://ww. doaskdot el | . conf aepi c. ht m Cannot give a direct
link froma pdf docunent.

EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD - AFTERNCON

OVAR TANYI, 60, |obs a subnarine baseball pitch to TOBEY
STRI CKLAND, 27, who swings and drives the ball off a “green
nmonster” wall (a manual scoreboard atop a chain-link fence).
Tobey feigns running the bases, and the canera focuses on
him showi ng a new beard, v-neck T-shirt with sone chest

hair, and shorts, with one leg still in heavy braces. ALLI SON
KEARNS, 50, races with the kid I1ZIM 6, in the sloppy snhow
towards the wall, clunmsily retrieves the ball but then throws

it towards hone plate in good form (the way a pro woul d). The
bal | bounces towards ERI CH JZZET, 18, who, holding a small
cancorder with one hand, fields it perfectly barehanded.

They wal k down a residential street, the kid running in
front, toward an old room ng house, with a porch, fresh pink
veneer, and U.S. Flag in front. SUSANNAH YORK, Afri can-
American, 45, gets out of a sinonized black Buick and joins
them She is dressed in full Arny dress, and has the rank of
Colonel. Her legs are heavily scarred. It is starting to rain
on the wet snow in the front yard. They enter the porch, past
a staircase and living room and go downstairs to some nore
roons. They enter a roomthat is |largely enpty except for a
desk wi th Power Book | aptop conputer, a Blackberry and sone
books. Erich clips a firewwre fromhis canctorder to the

| aptop and turns it on.

INT. TOBEY’S OLD ROOM I N ST. PAUL ROOM NG HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

TOBEY
(1 ooks around his old roomthen at
Erich)
| owned the basenent.

ALLI SON
Looks like they retired your room

OVAR
Li ke they could afford to.

TOBEY
Coul d get cold here, hard on the
bod.



Tobey shows (on the laptop nonitor) Jzzet sone shots of him
taken a few years before, in the living room In those he is
cl ean shaven and shorts, before his injury. Then, he is
standi ng behind a lectern in a suit, introducing BlILL LDZEK
54, who is in a baggy pin-striped suit and on crutches. Bill
nmonentarily trips on the video wire as he walks to a

bl ackboard. The vi deo stops

ERI CH
You | ook as young as nme in those
shots. The detail is good. | could
bl ow it up.

TOBEY
These were taken the day Bill gave

me a dinner at Enbers as a
graduation present. And this tine |
didn’t have to ask himto wear a
suit!

Tobey picks up Jzzet’s cantorder, inserts another mni DV, and
a shot of Tobey, six years earlier, getting up fromthe couch
i n undercl othes, plays on a split screen. It is followed by a
shot of a boarded up Enbers. Tobey |ooks at OQmar, in the eye.

TOBEY
We gave that place a good swan
song. The BLT wasn’t very good.

The canera shows a few of Bill's authored “Do Ask Do Tel|”
books, laid out on a sinple cradenza.

TOBEY
Look Qmar, it will really all be
K

CUT TGO

EXT. TRI BECA AREA NYC - DAY - FLASHBACK

Tobey, lightly bearded but well dressed, is stepping out of a
bright red Honda. An SUV driven by OVAR passes by, strikes
his left leg, and then knocks off the Honda door. Tobey falls
against the SUV as it passes, and it apparently runs over the
| eg.

CUT BACK TO

Jzzet turns on the conputer and clicks the trackball a couple
tinmes.

CUT TGO



EXT. DOMNTOM SALT LAKE CITY, WTH MORMON TEMPLE | N DI STANCE

The sky is still dark, and |arge nunber of people, wearing
masks, are shoveling volcanic ask into dunp trucks.

CUT BACK TO

INT. - TOBEY'S OLD ROOM I N ROOM NG HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Erich picks up an al bum and | ooks at Tobey’s head shots.

ERI CH
You' re serious, Tobey. | expected a
play pen. But that’s me. | guess
we're all on our way to paying our

dues.

Al lison takes the hand of Susannah and they both enbrace |ZI M
as he stands in front of them

ROLL CREDI TS
MONTAGE During credits

BILL (54), picks up sonme books froma cluttered apartnment and
drives through M nneapolis to the Enbers restaurant (overhead
shot) .

Susannah is pulling a fellow nale officer out of the flanes
bef ore she herself is |oaded onto a gurney into an anbul ance,
that is soon driven up debe Road in Arlington, Va. A quick
shot of the danaged Pentagon appears.

I NT. LIVING ROOM OF ROOM NG HOUSE - DAY

Tobey and Erich are engaging in a bit of horseplay, tossing
around a whiffleball. At one point, Tobey bunts it over the
[iving room sof a.

ERI CH
Wel |, Tobey, you were be your own
best man.
TOBEY
You' || never know what that’s |ike
ERI CH

Sur e.



They start to play at westling, Tobey favoring the leg. H's
hand brushes across Erich’s cheek, the gold wedding ring
slightly scratching it.

TOBEY
I’ msorry.

ERI CH
Sheil a. She's due back from Asset
Duty, isn’'t she?

There is lightning and a clap of thunder, and outside a heavy
rain qui ckly dissolves the remaining snow on the basebal
field.

SI X YEARS EARLI ER

EXT. STUCCO MEDI CAL CLI NI C ON THE WEST BANK - DAY

Maj or Susannah York, rnuch younger | ooking, dressed in Arny
olive khakis, walks into the clinic. BABY | ZI MKkicks his |egs
inacrib, and one of themis bandaged heavily. He reaches

t owards Susannah. @unfire runbles in the background.

SUSANNAH
H little guy.

The ATTACHE, 40, male, and olive skinned, taps Susannah.

ATTACHE
You act |like us. That’s good.

SUSANNAH
| got the papers. | think our
doctors can take him

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

The phone, sitting on the rimof a worn, cluttered sofa anong
a mesh of wires connected to the conputer and television,
rings and BILL 54 and bal d, hobbles on crutches to it,
picking it up just in tine.

BI LL
Oh, Tobey! Thanks for calling back.

TOBEY (O S.)
We got the auditoriumfor you set
for the 25th. Now make sure your
suit is pressed.



BI LL
Sur e.

TOBEY (O S.)
You' || be taped. Candid canera.
You' Il love the attention

I NT. AUDI TORI UM - EVEN NG

Tobey, in a sweater, adjusts Bill;s tie backstage, then |eads
hi m on stage and introduces Bill, on crutches but in a suit,
to the audi ence.

TWO YEARS EARLI ER

I NT. FOSTER CARE SOCI AL WORKER' S OFFI CE - DAY

The office is filled with paperwork and filing cabinets and

| ooks out on a crowded street in mdtown Manhattan. It’s
snow ng. Susannah, in uniform but her |egs in bandages, wal ks
in, followed by Allison, hands lightly touching. The femal e
SCO AL WORKER, 50, African Anerican, |ooks surprised. She
opens a door to an adjoining room and helps lzim 2, in
shorts and legs a bit scarred but out of bandages, waddle in.

SOCI AL WORKER
Col. York, you're ready for the
terrible twos?

ALLI SON
He’s ours. We can pretend.

SUSANNAH
He’'s yours too, Alli.

lzimruns for Susannah.

1ZIM
MVana.

SOCI AL WORKER
Boy. Go sl ow now.

Susannah hugs |zim

SUSANNAH
My little boy. M.

She sobs a little, and then holds back the tears.



EXT. LITTLE LEAGUE FI ELD - DAY

Erich (now younger and just barely beginning to mature)
stands in shorts and swings at thrown bardball pitches.
Finally he connects with one and hits it deep into the
outfield, to the fence. BRI AN Jzzet, 40, his dad, |ooks on.

ERI CH
(voice cracks as it tries to
change)
| told you | do this stuff, Dad.

BRI AN
Just don’t fall down at church

EXT. WORLD TRADE CENTER SI TE - OVERPASS - DAY

Bill is carrying the canctorder. There is a little wet snow
and slush on the ground, and it is raining now He sees
Susannah and Allison in an enbrace. He | ooks over at the sign
t hat says “NO PHOTCS.” He | ooks again at the couple, with the
child wandering behind. A SECURI TY GQUARD | ooks in his
direction. Bill funbles the cancorder and cocks the canera on
and ains it.

SECURI TY GUARD
Don’t.
ONE YEAR EARLI ER

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Bl LL Ldzek (58, bald and nushy though previously ectonorphic)
keystrokes on his Sony conputer and watches an “FTP’ program
upl oad in one second. He glances briefly at a color printout
of hate literature, then checks the file that he just

upl oaded, which is normal text, “Liberty and Terrorism by
Bill Ldzek.” He brings up a folder called “hacked files” and
drags another file into it. Then he turns off the machine and
puts on a Navy hat for the submarine Sunfish. The canera
shows his living roomand hall as he | eaves, and the high-
rise apartnent | ooks rather |like a nessy geek’s office, with
three desktop and two | aptop conmputers, VCR, TV, and old

spi net piano, and lots of books and papers.

EXT. SALOON BAR, M NNEAPCLIS - N GHT

Bil | approaches the Sal oon in downtown M nneapolis. There is
alight rain nelting a wet snow accumnul ati on out si de.



7.

At the State Theater next door there is a nmarquee announci ng
an Acadeny Awards benefit party. Bill puts on an Navy cap,
ties his tennis shoes, and approaches the night club entrance
carefully. He takes out his wallet, funbles a noment, and

| ocates his driver’s license. He | ooks at the bouncer and
offers his ID

BOUNCER
K, you |l ook cal mtonight.

Bill enters the bar and stands in the coat check |ine.

I NT. SALOON BAR, M NNEAPCLIS - NI GHT

Bill, with his cap on and a visible gray T-shirt that reads
“Don’t Ask, Don’'t Tell, Don't Believe it!” pays for a

Budwei ser and turns around and stares at the dance fl oor.
There are three wood stages, and on each stage as well as on
the floor, break dancers make typical disco novenents and
sonetimes grope each ot her

On the other side of the dance floor, FRANZ, 21, m d-height
and nuscul ar, does upside down pushups by holding on to a
wooden birm underneath the disk jockey cabin. A security
guard approaches him

About 2/3 of the dancers are nale couples, but there are sone
femal e couples and in sone cases wonen and nen dance in “love
trains.” The nmusic is “You are so beautiful” and then turns
to “Save Me.” On the stages, nen sonetines reach under their
partners t-shirts or and Iift themup, or sometines unbutton
sports shirts, revealing usually hairless chests. Wen this
happens, Bill stares intently.

Bill recognizes a famliar face, slightly changed, near the
center stage but towards the back. Tobey is dancing with

SHEI LA DANI ELS, 27, a small young worman with hair pulled pack
in a pony tail. Tobey has a |light beard growth with | ong

sl eeve shirt and jeans, both fitting relatively tightly, so
he |l ooks fit. A black woman, LORRAINE SM TH, 24, tags al ong,
and hol ds Tobey from behind, dancing in a train fashion. Then
PATRI CK GREEN, 28, tall, thin without shirt and hairy chest,
takes Sheila fromthe other side.

Bill wal ks around the dance floor and stands in the dark, so
he can watch the couples closely. Sheila starts to unbutton
Tobey’s shirt. Bill stares closely. Lorraine approaches Bill
and Bill | ooks away.

LORRAI NE

Hey, man.



Bl LL

Ckay.
LORRAI NE

You're Bill. You re watching us.
Bl LL

This is a public place. I think
recogni ze sonebody, though he's
changed a bit.

LORRAI NE
When’ s your next birthday?

Bl LL
In July. July 10. I'’ma Cancer. |
guess | like to knead |like a cat.

LORRAI NE
But, what birthday?

Bl LL
Fi fty-nine.

LORRAI NE
Tobey’s girl friend thinks you' re
wat ching him And that is creating
a problem

Bl LL
Even with a girl friend?

EXT. SALOON BAR, M NNEAPCLI S - LATER

Bill is leaving the bar when the bouncer taps him
BOUNCER
You know, you really don’t have to
cone back
Bill wal ks al ong Hennepin Ave in a daze, his bald head

qui ckly dripping fromthe rain. A black man, in a worn trench
coat, approaches him

HOVELESS MAN
Got a cigarette, fag?

Bl LL
| don’t snoke.

Bill wal ks by



HOVELESS NMAN
(tal king on cheap cell phone)
A gay man just blew ne off.

The honel ess bl ack nman starts to give chase, but a
M nneapol is Police car sw ngs by.

I NT. SKYWAY M NNEAPOLI'S, DAGWOOD S COFFEE BAR - MORNI NG

JOHN McDONOUGH, 31, well built, serves Bill a bacon and eggs
breakfast neal with coffee.

JOHN
Ckay, M. Burns. Stay out of jail

CUT TGO

EXT. W SCONSI N COUNTRYSI DE NEAR SPARTA - DAY

Erich Jzzet, in shorts an T-shirt on a spring day, shags a
fly ball swatted to himby Tobey. There is a honenade
outfield fence. Tobey waves goodbye as Erich runs uphill,

t hrough sonme unnelted snow pat ches, past an unfilled sw mm ng
pool and then a few racing bikes. Wth a main residence

vi si bl e through some bare woods, he goes inside a shed.
Inside, it is fully equi pped as a conputer |ab, with real
wood furniture and various famly pictures and little toys
and an N-scale train-set with one passenger train, one
freight train, and a textured topography with one city. The
trains run.

He presses the spacebar on his conputer. The Linux nessage
comes up and then he is surfing. First, he goes through
sports sites, reading about a rain-shortened openi ng day
basebal | gane in Baltinore, and then goes into term nal node
and types a few comands.

The screen shows:

“FEMA THREATS UNDER WATCH’ *Vol canoes *Earth’s orbit *Screen
Erich leans back in his chair, |ooks down at his hairy

t hi ghs, then | eans back agai n.

INT. BILL'S H GHRI SE APARTMENT, M NNEAPCLI S - AFTERNOON

Bill plugs in an independent Panasonic VCR unit on a dunpy
bench near his TV. The apartnent is cluttered with three

conputers, two | aptops, various newspapers, nagazi nes, and
books, and a few coffee stains on the beige carpet.
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Tobey conmes onto the picture, as it focuses and gets past the
SNow.

TOBEY
Gays in the mlitary, and other
things that he wites about.

Bill fast-forwards the tape a bit to where he is talking. He
is on crutches, in a business suit. There is an outline
witten on the green bl ackboard in white chal k, |ooking |ike
a test on the board. It lists itens |like “gays in the
mlitary,” “sodony laws,” “free speech.”

Bl LL
And finally, we come to the
Rel ati onshi p Paradox. In our nodern
worl d, you are supposed to be your
own man, or wonman, before you
commt yourself to a relationshinp.

Bill hunts through sone | oose stuff behind his 1980s CD
pl ayer and picks up a mni DV tape.

CUT TO
I NT. SHEILA'S CONDO | N ST. PAUL - EVEN NG
Sheila takes a pill in her bathroom which has the decor of a
boudoir. The pill reads “R2” and then directions are in

French. She wal ks into her living room which is surprisingly
spartan. She returns to her Dell tower conputer.

Sheila types fast an watches text go by on a black and white
screen on her big Dell conputer. Tobey wal ks in the room
carrying waffles, soaked in syrup on a large platter. He

| ooks and al nost funbles the food. He pours hinself sone V-8
and sips. She reaches for her shoulder then withdraws his
hand.

TOBEY
I thought work was done.

SHEI LA
Oh, I'"'mjust playing wwth this
little file sharing program

TOBEY
No Anerican |dol..

SHEI LA
You | eal ous.
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She turns around and grabs his shirt.

TOBEY
I nean, illegal.

SHEI LA
Don’t be prissy. You need this for
your high definition of your
prints. You gotta get into the gane
agai n.

She unbuttons his shirt, dragging himtoward the bathroom
She reaches for a bottle of shaving cream

CUT TGO

| NT. BOOM BAR - AFTERNCON

It’s late Sunday afternoon in the Boom a gay video bar. Bil
is one of the first custoners. The video is playing an
unusual feed for a bar. There is a hypothetical icy surface
of anot her pl anet.

VI DEO ANNOUNCER
You know, we think it is a mracle
to find one mcrobe on Europa, and
we forget that our own babies are
m racl es.

BLAKE, 37, hands Bill a coke, as the feed changes to Ri cky
Martin.

Bl LL
No apol ogies. | have to pick up
Mot her at the airport. And they
won't let ne in to the gate anynore
wi thout a ticket. Sounds |ike they
won't let me to the Sal oon.

BLAKE
You too old, sure.

( SCENE OM TTED)
CUT TO

I NT. AGENT" S OFFI CE, L.A - AFTERNOON

SYDNEY d BBS, 58, | ooks at about ten head shots of Tobey
arranged on his easel.
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These shots are generally upscale in nature: nen’ s designer
suits, California wine, and “a perfect PC.” The Macl ntosh
conputer at Sydney’s neat desk is turned on, and severa
books are stacked on it, including the black-and-white cover
“Do Ask Do Tell.” There are famly pictures on the wall, and
a view of Hollywood in the snoggy day bel ow. The buzzer
rings, and Tobey, dressed in gymshorts, |loafers and well -
fitted t-shirt, strides in, uninvited.

TOBEY
Are you Syd?

SYDNEY
You got him Sounds |ike you ve
read about ne.

Sydney picks up the bl ack-and-white book.

SYDNEY
So Bill thinks this cover | ooks
like “Schindler’s List”? Ch. Well,
Tobey, as you see, | got all the

head shots fromthe conputer
Sounds like your girl friend did
you a favor. You know, a man and a
worman.

Sydney | ooks at Tobey for a nonment, hesitates, and offers his
hand. After they shake, Sydney |ooks back at the pictures,
t hen the conputer

TOBEY
You said you had a script.

SYDNEY
There's anot her novella, it’'s under
the table. Called “Rain on the

Snow. ”
TOBEY
And it’s not a weather picture.
SYDNEY
No, it’s a synbolic title, al
right.
TOBEY

So | don't need a field tripto
Mount Shast a.

SYDNEY
No, just like |I Love Lucy didn’t
need to tranple grapes in a vat.
MORE
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But | ook, yo{PNEGwonthed)e’ s t he
stuff about Tri bunal s.

TOBEY
CGetting Trunped. Like |I’'d be your
apprentice.

SYDNEY
You | ook spunky. You take care of
your legs, and that’s good. But you
know, actors are versatile.
Especially the novies. Mike a
choi ce.

CUT TGO

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - NI GHT

TED KOPPEL
So l et nme understand this. You and
Susannah are definitely going to
adopt this kid from Syri a.

ALLI SON
Yes. One of ny clients picked him
out when we were in Egypt.

TED KOPPEL
And all that is left
ALLI SON
Is the house interview
TED KOPPEL
And your partner isn’'t here with
you.
ALLI SON
She is still in the Arny. So

because of “don’t ask, don't tell,”
I can’t nanme her in public.

Then the cable |link goes bad and the screen is filled with
snow.

BI LL
Damm!

Bill goes over to click on his conputer, when the phone
rings.
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Bill reaches across his Mther to pick up the handset, on a
| eash fromthe surge protector near his TV and cabl e
connecti ons.

Bl LL
Tobey? Great to hear fromyou,
finally!

I NT. BILL’S APARTMENT - LATER

Bill turns off his conputer (signing out fromhis own
political web site and then from AOL) and approaches the
sof a.

Bl LL
Yes, that’s the point. The
government could say |’ m pronoting
nmyself in front of children if it
really wanted to. Let you go now.

Bill reaches over and puts down the cradle.

MOTHER

Don’t you spend too much tinme on

this? It’s not real life, you know.
Bl LL

You got it. But it’s ny real

future.
MOTHER

How ol d is that friend.
Bl LL

Ch, about 30, maybe a little |ess.
MOTHER

That’s still too young for you.
Bl LL

Vll, | just visit him W' re not
MOTHER

Even as a fri end.

Bl LL
Well, he’s old enough to take the
bar soon. Law student.

MOTHER
Just a | aw student?
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Suddenly, Bill notices display on his conputer, a picture of
a mountain | ake, and a headline “E-BOVB ATTACK?” Bil
funbles the renpte control, which doesn’t work, and has to
turn the television back on manually. There is a picture of
t he sanme nountain | ake.

ABC NEWS REPORTER
That’s right, all power is out, and
no cars will start within about a
mle of the hotel here at Tahoe.
But if this is an e-bonb and a
terrorist attack, why do it on the
California side? The casi hos across
the line aren't affected at all.

CUT TGO

EXT. NYC PLAYGROUND - DAY

Tobey, FRANK L'l STESSO (42), and a bunch of other young nen
(including Erich) are playing stick ball in a |arge

pl ayground, where apartnent row houses, one of themwth the
first three floors painted a pine green, nake the outfield
wal I's. Frank wears a T-shirt that reads “CAREER AUDI TORS”
while Erich and Tobey wear “ELECTRONI C FRONTI ER FOUNDATI ON'.
Tobey pitches the hard rubber ball to Frank, who sw ngs and
m sses. He tosses another pitch, submarine, and Frank hits
high fly off an apartnment building, where it cracks a high

w ndow wi t hout burglar bars though it is above a fire escape.

ERI CH
Over the Green Mnster! Hone run!

Frank feigns running the nmakeshift bases.
FRANK
I’ mnot payin’ for that.
EXT. LONER MANHATTAN STREETS - LATER

Frank, Tobey, and Erich wal k on the overpass from which the
WYC G ound Zero site, now cl eaned up, shows.

FRANK
So you're a |lawer, Tobey.

TOBEY
Just a student.
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FRANK
So you can’t help nme about the
br oken w ndow.

TOBEY
Not wi thout being despised. Better
you than Erich. He's stronger by
now.

ERI CH
What do you do, Frank?

Franki e runples Erich’s rich golden blond hair.

FRANK
For you, son, I’ma kind of
gui dance counsel or.
ERI CH
Just for grown-ups.
TOBEY
Frank, nme thinks you're a cherry

pi cker!

CUT TGO

I NT. RIVIERA CAFE, GREENW CH VI LLAGE - LATER

Erich is Iicking sone French cinnanon ice creamoff a big
spoon, whereas Frank eats a salad with Iight dressing.

ERI CH
So, you say, yesterday' s little
California border bonmbing is just a
preview. Wat’'s the word?

FRANK
Pr esci ence.

ERI CH
So, what do you do about it.

FRANK
Yea, we're really lookin” for
peopl e who can keep, what you nw’
call it, our way of |ife, going,
after a purification. Takes a | ot
of di scipline.
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ERI CH
| have it. | think I can prove it.
| can matter.

FRANK
And your chuns and cl assmates
can’'t. Cee, nobst grownups can't.
You know, to do this, | have to
wear several hats. For good kids
like you, it’s OK | think your dad
woul d probably say it’s
unpr of essi onal .

CUT TGO

I NT. METROPOLI TAN COMVUNI TY CHURCH | N M NNEAPCLI S - MORNI NG

Bill is playing the piano and the chorus is singing softly
the 133rd Psalm The canera shows the sheet nusic,
handwitten and Bill’s own. The congregation is taking
communi on. At the ends of the conposition, Bill goes up and

takes a personal conmuni on while his nother watches.

I NT. MCC BASEMENT - LATER

Bill has a paper plate with a piece of white cake. O her
congregati on nmenbers are socializing, and the younger nen
tend to hang together, sonetinmes hol ding hands. He drags his
not her to neet BOB ARNCOLD (65), seated at a table.

Bl LL
This is nmy nother. Now how do you
i ke George W now?

BOB
It’s still all about oil.

I NT. BALLROOM OF MARRI OTT I N TRI BECA, LOAER MANHATTAN -
EVENI NG

Al lison, Frank, and QOmar socialize at a reception. There is
art for sale at a silent auction, and nost of it consists of
pictures of the Mddle East. There is a wide array of tasty
hors d’ oeuvres, like crabneat. Little lzimruns along, and
grabs Allison’s hand.

I ZIM
I want to see the new tower.
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ALLI SON
"1l show you.

She wal ks over to another table, presses a button, and a
hol ogram of the new WIC tower conmes on. The fundraisers clap

ALLI SON
We have to nmake our new vi sion
bi gger than before. New York wl|
be stronger than ever before.

Her cell phone rings. The screen splits to show Susannah in
Arny dress.

SUSANNAH
Allison. You have |zzi.
ALLI SON
Sure. He understands the vision.
WO w.
SUSANNAH
Look, Alli, the General wants to

see nme tonorrow.

ALLI SON
Did he nention the show?
SUSANNAH
He alluded to it. | think he wants

me to do the sane job wi thout a
uniform That’s the deal.

Omar now opens a curtain, and the scene | ooks out over G ound
Zero.

ALLI SON
In other words, he wants us to give
in. O make a tradeoff.

SUSANNAH
Yes, to get what we want.

CUT TGO

I NT. ST. PAUL MN SCI ENCE MUSEUM - AFTERNOON

The canmera shows a few of the science exhibits, especially
about the circulatory system before noving to the cafe,

| ooki ng out over the Mssissippi River. Bill and nother are
munchi ng on tortes.
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BI LL
It could have been a washout. If |
had noved back, |’d have given up
t he job, the pension, everything.
Conflict of interest. | gave up ny
rights to keeping a job like that,
serving mlitary officers, when I
got involved with the gays in the
mlitary issue. So it was al nost a
cat astrophe Just because they
woul dn’t do their jobs. They're
paid. | guess sone kinds of care
you can’t buy. O course, that’s
what these discrimnatory policies

cause.
MOTHER

You want themto.
Bl LL

Yeah, | want a political fight.

MONTAGE - FLASHBACK

Show fam |y boyhood scenes as an only child; trips to beach
in 50s car, workshop, backyard baseball, 50s addi ng machi ne
and typewiter, garden, yard, baptismw th nother in an

actual baptistry, in quick nontage (as Chap 1 of DADT book)

I NT. ST. PAUL MN SCI ENCE MUSEUM - CONTI NUQUS

Bl LL
| don’t make people do things. |
just give them access to the
information. They have to do the
right thing on their own. Wthout
enoti onal access to having nmy own
children, | can’'t take on the
responsibility for protecting
ot hers, even my own bl ood, from
enem es. The potential w ongdoi ng
of others can’t generate ny first
priority. Yet, that's why there is
amlitary and why there was and
could be a draft again.

CUT TGO
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I NT. M NNEAPCLI S SKYWAY - MORNI NG

Bill, dressed in | oose, worn jeans and sneakers, is wal king
to work. He arrives at his cubicle at work, |ogs on, |ooks at
his work cal endar, and sees “1:1” on his schedule for late
afternoon. He fidgits and then | ooks quickly at a stock

mar ket site and gl ances at an essay on “capitul ation.”

I NT. POSTULATE-A FI NANCI AL BILL’S CUBI CLE - AFTERNOON

SANDY O BRI EN, 40, casually dressed and with a tatoo on her
ankle, cones by Bill’s cubicle. She is carrying a mass of
not ebooks and fol ders.

SANDY
Bill. You re ready for the
assessnent ?

Bl LL
| guess | figured this out.

SANDY
Good. You'll nmeet with a M.
L' I stesso. You know, he says he
t hi nks he renenbers you.

Bill follows Sandy into a conference roomw th a circular
tabl e and UFO styl e phones. Frank, dressed in a Navy bl ue
suit, is separating conputer |istings and personnel files.

FRANK
Have a seat, M. Ldzek.
SANDY
I"I'l leave himto your nercy.
Sandy |l eaves. Bill hesitates, waiting for a handshake that
does not cone.
FRANK
Bill, I"'mfroma conpany call ed

Career Auditors. What | do is go

t hrough your technical background
and determ ne whet her your
performance and conpensati on of
commensurate wth other conpanies.
O course, the details of your
situation stays confidential within
t he conmpany.
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Bl LL

You' re debriefing all of us.
FRANK

No, Bill, just you. Sandy was

concerned about your 360
eval uation. Your peers are nore
concerned about you than she was.

Bl LL
Well, | guess | can’'t snow the
boss. It’s hard to keep up.
FRANK
On?
Bill |eans forward, then backs up, as if he were trying to

speak with body | anguage but can’'t.

Bl LL
| support stuff in a lot of the new
obj ect-oriented | anguages. It’s
hard to pick it up in the trenches
when you didn’t code anything in
t he newf angl ed stuff.

FRANK
Bill, Sandy nentioned her concern
about your |earning curve. She said
you took a coupl e training courses
down on the 494 strip. But | know
t he probl em

Frank is |l eaning forward, now seeking eye contact.
Bl LL
You nean boot canps and
certifications.

Frank forces the eye contact.

FRANK
Bill, you read ny hiney well.
Bl LL
Sandy says you know re.
FRANK
You're the nmaster of fantasy, your
own m nd. Look, Bill, have you ever

assenbl ed a conputer on your own?
O changed your own oil?
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Bl LL
| don’t think you did that in your
own teen years.

FRANK
You renenber.

CUT TGO

I NT. BOOTS AND SADDLE BAR, NYC (1980) - N GHT - FLASHBACK

YOUNG ADULT BILL (somewhat bal d) stands next to YOUNG FRANK
(20), who kisses himon the lips. Bill prolongs the event,
unbuttoning two cl osel y-spaced buttons on Frank’s knit shirt
and fingering his snooth chest.

YOUNG FRANK
If you didn’'t nove away now, we'd
been sonmething. I’'d finish this.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Frank | eans back and crosses his legs, alnost in girlish
fashi on.

FRANK
I"mtoo old to play with that
stuff, too. Seriously, Bill, | have
t he upper hand now. | have to nake

a recommend. Whet her our boot canp
coul d get your career back on
track, a good shot in the butt.

Bl LL
Sandy thought you' d have picked up
a lot of this doing your website.

But I'’mnot a pure geek. | wite
cont ent.

FRANK
Sandy said it’s gays in the
mlitary.

Bl LL
Yes, | noved away fromthe mlitary

busi ness center back home in
Virginia to avoid conflict of
interest when | wote the book.



23.

FRANK
So you're serious about your
writing? That’ s what your past
friend Tobey says. Or are you just
a bl ogger?

Bl LL
I’d be happy to show you

Frank stands and points.

FRANK
Not now. | hope it makes you noney
soon.
Bl LL
Not yet.
FRANK
Well, | don’'t know if your heart is

in this. You know, nerds |ike you
are supposed to be curious like
unal tered cats. You don’t need your
own agenda.

Frank puts sone ol d greenbar conputer listings on the table.

BI LL
Those are ancient. See how t hey
| ook.

FRANK

| ask you this as an old friend.
Wiy do you need COBOL displays in a
programin production? That's

sl oppy, like you have no confidence
in what you did. Like you don’t
trust yourself.

Bl LL
They weren’t explicitly forbidden.

FRANK
But they show you're not a
prof essi onal any nore. You did it
for a paycheck. Like you weren’'t
good enough to stay legit.

Bl LL
No, | just want to do a job here.
They call it individual
contri butor.

( MORE)
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| needed aBidflcearg 'mhoj ect so |
could learn all this new stuff.

Frank sits back down and visibly crosses his |legs again. Bill
stares for a nonent at shiny shins, revealed by a garter that
has sli pped.

FRANK
I think you just want noney out of
this place so you can start a
second career. O a real career

Bl LL
Yeah, for the last act of ny life.
You sound li ke you get to decide.

CUT TGO

I NT. BRYANT LAKE BOAL THEATER, M NNEAPOLIS - N GHT

A full crowd is watching “hone novies” in the stadi um seats,
interspersed with dining tables, of the Byrant Lake Bow ,

whi ch has the | ook of a cinema and drafthouse. A handsone
waiter serves Bill his California burger supper and ale. The
novi e pl ayi ng shows a teenager putting together a computer.

I NT. BRYANT LAKE BOAL THEATER, M NNEAPOLI S - LATER

Erich Jzzet, in slacks and sport shirt w thout undershirt,
sits on a utility chair on the stage as PETER, 30, interviews
himin front of the audience. An ol der couple, apparently his
parents, sits on stage with him

ERI CH
Boy, who was it who said public
speaking is easy? A lot of us kids
are just curious. If we’'re gonna
make it, we have to know how things
wor k. Do you renenber being young?

Bill, seated in the first elevated row and just finishing his
burger, raises his hand, and the usher hands himthe
m crophone. Erich’s father nakes eye contact with Bill

Bl LL
As for teenagers who hack, isn't
this a kind of red kryptonite
probl en? They don’t know if they’ ||
meke it, they see the grownup world
as arbitrary and corrupt, so why
not conpete at what they are good
at ?
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PETER
That’ s a tough interview question.

ERI CH
I think being curious about things
is a way to be good enough that you
won’'t want to do that.

CUT TGO

I NT. POSTULATE-A FI NANCI AL BILL’S CUBI CLE - MORNI NG

Bill is seated at his cubicle, clicking on an internal GU
application (typical client-server, with buttons, panels and
grpahi cs) and tal king on the phone. Suddenly the screen
flashes a Netware alert: “0900 HRS: Your account is disabled.
Pl ease log off now.” Bill works with the custoner a few
seconds | onger but keeps getting the nessage.

BI LL
|"ve got a work station problem
Maybe it’s the old disk space
problem | suddenly don’t have
access. Gotta hang up.

Bill hangs up and logs off, tries to | og back on and gets
“access deni ed” nessages. He dials another nunber.

HELP DESK
This is Harry. Your enpl oyee
number .

BI LL
Z23111. | mean, 423111. Look, can
you check for a m stake. The system
suddenly is telling me | am
di sabled. | got this last night got
a moment before | went home but
security cleared it up

HELP DESK
"Il see what | can do. No
promnm ses, you know what | nean.

Sandy suddenly is standing over him

SANDY
Bill, we have a neeting.
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Sandy follows Bill to a sunny corner office, where there is a
human resources woman with folders laid out on a circular
table. A short gray-haired man offers a handshake. Only then
does Bill notices the security guard standing in the corner.

CUT TGO

EXT. 1-94 W SCONSI N COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Bill is driving his cluttered Escort, the back fender covered
with political insignia, on a sunny early spring day. He
exits and pulls into a famly-style restaurant and wal ks in
and sits down.

Bill | ooks at the nmenu, the fidgets. Erich, in shorts with
conspi cuous hairy legs and with |longer hair than before and
just the beginnings of a |ight nustache, sits at the counter.
The overhead tel evision nonitor is showing a CNN report about
hunting for Gsama bin Laden. Then it shows the explosion site
near Lake Tahoe.

Bill stares at Erich nonentarily.

Bl LL
| hate it when nobody comes to take
your order.

ERI CH
Well, we need to have sonebody not
pay. You get it.

Bl LL
You' re wat ching the video, too.
They told nme take nmy severance, fly
over to Pakistan and go for the 25
mllion dollars!

ERI CH
So you were watching ne, too. You
have good peri pheral vision. No
gl aucona

Bl LL
You're pretty good. Now you are..

Erich starts to | augh.
ERI CH

val k out of here and we’ll have
enough hel p.
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BI LL
And 1’1l have a job again.

ERI CH
Al beit beneath you

Bl LL
You' re the fil nmaker, right.

ERI CH
"1l clock in, even though | didn't
dress for it. You wouldn't believe
that this is bike country.

Erich wal ks over to the tinme clock. The canera focuses on his
shorts and shaggy | egs.

Bl LL
So you really work here?

ERI CH
You want breakf ast?

Bl LL
When | was just a little younger
than you | used to say, never eat
breakfast in restaurants.

I NT. FAM LY RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER

Bill is eating a greasy grand sl am breakfast. The CNN feed
shows a map of Afghani stan

Bl LL
You know, in NNnth Gade | wote a
geography report on that country.

ERI CH
Sounds prescient. Maybe it’'s ny
turn.

Bl LL
You' re that young. But you get
ar ound.

ERI CH

My fol ks made ne a studi o down near
the bi ke and ski trails.

Bl LL
So | can cone over. |I'mon the way
to M I waukee for the weekend.
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ERI CH
What for?

Bl LL
Per sonal business. You're too
young.

ERI CH
And you’'re a senior

Bl LL
A man is known by his legs. Gve ne
the | and address. 1’1l pass through

Sunday afternoon.
Bill puts down a $2 bill after he finishes eating.

CUT TGO

I NT. ALLI SON' S APARTMENT, NYC - EVEN NG

The apartnent is a high-rise that overl ooks Lincoln Center.
Insiswit is furnished with a 1930s art decco thenme. There

are toy trains and trucks on the floor, and lzzy plays with
them Allison watches a video of her Kkissing Susannah near

the Worl d Trade Center site.

SUSANNAH
You took the tape fromhim |
remenber it.

CUT TGO

EXT. WORLD TRADE CENTER SI TE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Susannah and Allison release their enbrace near the railing
overl ooking the World Trade Center site. A security guard
wal ks over to Bill and takes away Bill’s cantorder and drops
it. Tears conme to Bill’s eyes.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. ALLI SON S APARTMENT, NYC - CONTI NUOUS
Susannah kneads Allison’s shoul ders.

ALLI SON
ABC said they had seen a tape of us
there. But we can’t hide like this
if we're going to keep |zim
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They enbrace agai n.

CUT TGO

EXT. A STREET IN M LWAUKEE - NI GHT

Bill wal ks over to the M| waukee waterfront and takes sone
shots with his canctorder. Monents |ater, he walks into a gay
bar, the Orbit, with all kinds of alien poster and artefacts
in the decor. He takes pictures of the pickled alien in a
jar, careful not to take pictures of patrons. A bartender
nods.

EXT. W SCONSI N COUNTRYSI DE NEAR SPARTA - AFTERNCON

Bill is driving back through wet snow. He turns up a country
road and drives up hill. The snowis starting to stick hard
on the roadway. He parks at the roadside rest and starts to
wal k up a trail. The Spring snow is sloppy and the
precipitation is suddenly turning back to a rain.

Bill walks up a hill along the trail, as a chain of overhead
flood Iights conme on. He sees a small rope tow. Bill keeps

wal king, and the rain starts to poke holes into the snow
Erich, on short skis, sidesteps down. The tow is running.

ERI CH
Try it. | brought sonme skis for
you.

Bl LL
Like I"'mstill the beginner.

Erich helps Bill with the bindings and boots and tucks in the
pant |leg. He gives Bill a quick enbrace.

ERI CH
Unli ke m ne, your leg has to be
like one artificial peg.

Bl LL
Not a gam

ERI CH
Right. You re the senior citizen
now. That’'s dignified. You think
you earned it. I'd didn’t call you
an ol d man.

The rope tow noves and throws Bill down.
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ERI CH
The novice lines were always the
hardest to get on

Bill gets up and tries two nore tines before the tow hol ds,
and he rides up to the top of the hill. Bill takes off the
skis and boots and picks up his tennis shoes.

They walk into a little shed, that is surprisingly nicely
furnished early American wth two roons. The place is
surprisingly clean and dry. In the background there is now
the sound of a drenching rain. Bill peeks outside, and the
snow i s rapidly being erased.

INT. ERICH S CABI N, LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Erich hesitates, letting Bill explore, and tags on Bill’s
shoul der.

Bl LL
So | guess it’s shoes off, too.

ERI CH
You want to keep things clean
around conputers. No bunny suits
here, though.

Erich taps Bill at the waist, and they enter a little bedroom
where a Maclntosh and a Dell Wndows machine is set up

BI LL
You got a whole world set up here.
Two worlds. One Mac and one
M cr osl op.

ERI CH
Actually, | overlaid the Dell with
Li nux. Open source. lronically,
it’s safer that way.

BI LL
From hackers.

ERI CH
Yeah. No nore nonocul ture.

BI LL
You' re an Ephramor you' re a O ark
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ERI CH
I hope you believe in ne. You know,
you left our fam |y restaurant
wi t hout payi ng.

Bl LL
| left the dollar tip.
ERI CH
But you forgot the bill.
Bill fishes his wallet and finds only 20s, and takes one out.
ERI CH

You're crossing ny bribery bridge.
It’s OK. You liked ny film Cone
over here.

Bill stands behind Erich as Erich boots up the nmachi nes. He
starts his filmon the Mac, and then brings up a series of
websites on his other machine. The |ast site is a service to
order pre-witten term papers.

BI LL
Erich, that woul d be cheati ng.

ERI CH
Good, you want me to be perfect. So
you can be right, you know, about
people. Actually, this page isn't
up yet. | found it on sonebody
el se’s conputer. He didn’t even
have a hi gh-speed connecti on.

BI LL
So you caught him
ERI CH
Yeah, | can be the good guy. Let ne

sniff for sone nore goodi es on
fi bbi es’ nmachi nes.

Some websites about e-bonbs cone up.

ERI CH
"Il save sone bookmarks. | bet you
could put post-it notes on your
t hi ghs. You know, the cold weather.

A weat her map conmes up. The title is “The Com ng Superstorm”
The text describes a nmassive winter | ow pressure system
nmovi ng down fromthe Arctic to the subtropics and freezing
everyt hi ng.
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ERI CH
The snows have been awfully | ate
this year. Want to drive? Try this
one.

A website “The Col l apsing Earth Obit” comes up. Bill sits
down and surfs it.

Bl LL
Like it’s 1% a year and they just
aren’t telling us.

ERI CH
Yet .

Erich puts his hands on Bill’s shoul ders. He reaches over to
the Mac and brings up a graphic of a math qui z.

ERI CH
Remenber this?

Bl LL
The al gebra problens | gave you
when we were petitioning.

CUT TGO

I NT. - STATE FAIR TENT - DAY - FLASHBACK

YOUNG ERI CH, two years younger (14) and shorter, sits by Bil

in a Libertarian Party booth, as Bill works sone problens in
pencil for himon a newsletter. Erich’s arm drops around
Bill’s shoulders. Tobey is standing, neeting the public, and

Erich gets up and starts collecting signatures on his
cl i pboard agai n.

CUT BACK TO
INT. ERICH S CABIN, LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUCUS
ERI CH
| really amthe sanme guy.
Bl LL
| hope you’ re old enough now.
Erich is now seated at the Mac. Bill gets up and puts his

hands on Erich’s shoul ders, and | ooks over. DI RCTOR S LRGAL
DI SCRETI ON.
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ERI CH
Now this is turning into soap
opera. You're at the edge, and

over.
Bl LL

You' d be at school in the day tine.
ERI CH

Except when excused to go do shows.

Erich rests his head against Bill, then pulls away.

ERI CH

What are you, Bill, a cat ready to

groon? You’' ve kept your paws on
| ong enough.

Bill takes his hands off.

INT. ERICH S CABIN, LIVING ROOM - LATER

Bill and Erich are seated at a little table, as Erich makes
soup with a propane stove. Erich’s shirt is still partly
unbuttoned. There are index cards, file boxes, and crayons on
the table. The front door squeaks, and a Persian tabby cat
comes in through the cat door. The door to the conputer |ab
is now closed. But a small televisionis on. It shows Omar
being interviewed on Larry King Live, playing softly.

OVAR
No, | just want drivers to know
about glare. Hitting a pedestrian
this way can happen to anybody.

CALLER
You're sure you didn’t want to, to
find out what it feels I|ike.

Erich turns off the set.

ERI CH
So that’s ny school work. This is
the life ny parents see. Even as
seniors, they nake us do term
papers the ol d-fashi oned way. Now
finish your bow s!

Bill savors the tomato soup
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BI LL
You still have your |ife ahead of
you.

ERI CH

You could try going back to school,
couldn’t you. Train to be a geek
yourself. That is, if I"’mnot worth
going to jail for.

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Wth the television on tuned to a second snmall nystery ebonb
at West Yellowstone, Bill is surfing his owm website, when he
finds that his own web essay on 9-11 has been defaced. The
camera shows the words “sinultaneous expl osions of suitcase
nukes” followed by nonsense characters that, on closer

i nspection, may be permnutations of the nane “Osanma bin
Laden.” Bill saves the file on his hard drive and quickly
replaces it online (show the conputer program Ws-FTP)

Bill then reaches for his silver cordl ess phone but puts it
down.

CUT TGO

I NT. SYDNEY'S LI MO - DAY

Tobey rides next to Sydney down a broad boul evard |l eading to
LAX.

SYDNEY
Well, son, you do get around.
You' Il be part of the jet set no

matter what. Don’t fly coach too
much. Even as a young man, watch
t hose | egs!

I NT. SAN FRANCI SCO Al RPORT SECURI TY SCREENI NG LI NE - DAY

Tobey, Susannah, Allison, and |Izimare going through security
together. Allison carries Izim After they clear the netal
detector and carryons, a somewhat w spy | ooking nmal e screener
gi ves Tobey a pat down. Tobey | ooks down, quizzically.
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I NT. 767 PLANE CABI N - DAY

Susannah, Allison, and Tobey are seated on the plane, wth
Tobey on the window seat. lzimis in Tobey's Iap. He |ooks
out .

PI LOT
Ladi es and gentl enen, we are now
passi ng over Mono Lake, which sone
say is still the nbst dangerous
i nactive vol cano in Anerica.

Tobey phot ographs the cal dera and surroundi ng nount ai ns and
t he plane on a cantorder. Then he helps Izimdo it.

TOBEY
You can stand up, lzzy. They really
won’t rmake us return if you do.

Tobey holds |zimand hel ps himoperate the digital canera.

SUSANNAH
After a norning like this, you're
glad to be back in Law.

TOBEY
Vll, 1"l help people. Lawyers
face their own tribunals anyway.
How di d your hearing conme out?

Susannah takes Allison’s hand, and a tear comes to her eye.
Tobey notices only now that her own hands still have burn
scars.

SUSANNAH
He really wants nme to turn in ny
silver oak leaf. Wuld you believe
that? Like | can hunt down the
terrorists in a civilian suit.

ALLI SON
Tobey, yes, you could help with
this.

TOBEY

Is that part of the shadow
convention? | nean, she can't speak
at it and keep her job.

ALLI SON
Wher eas you can.
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TOBEY
Well, now Actually, though, it’s
not that easy for showbiz people to
go political, either. Until you're
really on the A-list already.

CUT TGO

I NT. OUTPLACEMENT COMPANY - MORNI NG

Bill walks into a hypernodern suburban office of his

out pl acenent conpany, and sits in a small conference room
furnished with I kea chairs and tables. DEE, 45, opens his
file. Bill takes out a copy of his own authored “Do Ask, Do

Tell” book with its striking bl ack-and-white cover.
DEE
So, | see we have a celebrity in
t he house.
Bl LL

| know. My nane is out there in
public. People will find me on
Google. WII enployers care as |ong
as |’mnot a manager?

DEE
| don’t know. Maybe they will. |
can have you talk to Frankie
L’ stesso. He runs our own
consul ting services conpany. Mybe
you could stay here for the day,
over | unch.

Bl LL

Oh, like | won't get away with
t his.

I NT. FRANKIE S OFFI CE AT OUTPLACEMENT COVPANY - AFTERNOON

Bill walks in to a |arger office where there are several
small chairs in front of a | arge oakwood desk, covered with
famly pictures and trophies. The wall is covered with
mlitary di pl omas and busi ness school degrees.
Bl LL
Franki e.
FRANK

Bill? You nust think we’re a setup.
Well, we are.
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BI LL
You think I lost nmy job because |I'm
not geeky enough.

FRANK
Nerdy but not geeky. Al | said
t hat day was not professional
enough. But you probably think we
coul d use you

Bl LL
|’ ve been around for thirty years.
That’ s | onger than you. Yes, | can

j udge who is dedi cat ed.

FRANK
But you also realize our clients
wi |l already know who you are. Now,
have your books and your websites
made you any noney yet?

Bl LL
It takes a long tine.
FRANK
Well, too long. You know you can’t

make any noney w thout guerilla
mar keting sonething. So if they get
in the way, why do you keep them

up?
Bl LL

Vll, I"mproud of it.
FRANK

Then find sonmebody to buy it. Then
maybe you coul d hel p us pick

candi dates for our training
acadeny.

I NT. VWHI RLPOOL AND SW MM NG AREA OF BALLY' S HCLI DAY -
AFTERNOON

Bill is soaking in the hot whirlpool (replete with posted
heal t h war ni ngs i ncludi ng one about diarrhea) when he | ooks
across the pool and notices Tobey’'s head out of the water in
the olynpic | anes. Tobey is lightly bearded. Izimis paddling
around, and Tobey is lightly holding himup. Sheila comes by
and al so hel ps, but Tobey notions her away. Bill makes
hesitant eye contact and drops it. Tobey swins a lap to the
other side, with lzimfollow ng. Tobey then gets out of the
pool and turns around. He is in top physical condition;
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his chest is highly haired, his |legs heavily. He takes |zzy
in arns, points towards hinself, and approaches.

TOBEY

Bill? Sanme old sane ol d?

Bill clinbs out. He blinks as he maintains sone eye contact.

Bl LL

Tobey! Great. So you go here.
TOBEY

And you get to talk to ne one on

one. Well, |aw students shoul dn’t

spend too ruch tine behind
computers, should they, Bil

Tobey puts |Izimdown and offers his hand. Bill takes it.

Bl LL

I"mrelieved. Wll, | took ny

package.
TOBEY

You goi ng back to DC, for your

famly?
Bl LL

Maybe, when the | ease expires. Jobs
are gonna be tough.

TOBEY
Ckay, Bill. Maybe you can get your
chance. WIlliamand Mary wants to
do a Bill of Rights 2 debate this
sunmmer .

Bl LL
I"minterested!

SHELI A
But I'’mnot right now. Cone on
Tobey.

Sheila | eads himaway by the waist, |leaving |zimto hang
around Bill.

CUT TGO

I NT. EMBERS RESTAURANT, M NNEAPCLIS - EVENI NG - FLASHBACK

Bill and Tobey (clean shaven and in shorts and T shirt) are
sharing dinner, and Bill’'s authored book is on the table.
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EXT. STATE FAIR - DAY - FLASHBACK
Tobey and Erich are gathering signatures onto their
clipboard. Bill, holding another clipboard, watches and then
faces the crowd.

CUT BACK TGO
I NT. VWH RLPOOL AND SW MM NG AREA OF BALLY’' S HOLI DAY -
CONTI NUOUS

Tobey wal ks toward the deep end of the pool, and Bill
fol |l ows.

TOBEY
CKay, Bill.
lzzy runs towards Bill and grabs his glassy thigh.
| ZZI
You be a second Daddy? You sw m
too0?
Bl LL

I"’mnot sure | renenber how.

Tobey offers his hand agai n.

I NT. TOBEY’ S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Tobey and Shelia westle around in bed. She tickles his
beard, backs up, pulls up his pantlegs over sockless slippers
and massages his shins and cal ves.

SHEI LA
|’ ve stopped working on that
program No nore free songs. Just
your beef cake.

TOBEY
So it’s just me. You need ne that
much.

SHELI A

I don’t have to worry about being
i censed. You do. You really want
to be a lawer, like | really
believe it.
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TOBEY
And it feels like you' re getting to
know ny | egs.

She col | apses onto him and undoes the first button of his
shirt.

SHELI A
That m|lstone Bill never got to,
di d he.
TOBEY
Well, you know everything about
me, and you still |ove ne.
SHELI A

It’s not hard.

She finishes the unbuttoni ng, massages and his kisses his
lightly haired chest, and then reaches for his belt buckle.

CUT TGO

I NT. OWI HOTEL BALLROOM SLDN BENEFI T - EVEN NG

Bill is mlling around anong about 500 people dressed in

busi ness attire, a fewin mlitary uniforns. Milti-nedia

i mges of the US flag and of soldiers in cerenmony fill the
wal | . CHAD MCEHERY, 40 and very slightly paunched, dressed in
Navy whites, is having a chanpaign.

Bl LL
You couldn’t get back in, could
you? | thought you were trying for
t he Reserves.

CHAD

Sure. Like we're still negotiating.
Bl LL

They need soneone who speaks even

| anguages.
CHAD

They do. And your website still
rem nds them of that.

Bl LL
Vel ..

CHAD
I"'mstill nmentioned on it.
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Bl LL
You' re not the only subject. But..
CUT TO
EXT. GAY PRI DE LORI NG PARK AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK
Bill is standing at the Libertarian Party tent. Several LP

faithful s are manni ng the booth, but not Tobey or Erich.
Chad, who | ooks spindly but has a big protease paunch
approaches, dressed in shorts and an Aidswalk t-shirt. He
of fers his hand.

BI LL
Chad, you’ ve gai ned..

CHAD
Language school, we sit in booths
wi th m crophones. Wrse than
sitting before a conputer

EXT. CHAD S BEACH HOUSE, | NTERI OR ATRI UM - DAY - FLASHBACK

Chad’ s terrier plays with Bill while Chad reads Bill’s
manuscript, titled “Do Ask Do Tell.”

CUT BACK TO

I NT. OWI HOTEL BALLROOM SLDN BENEFI T - CONTI NUOUS

The national anthem starts to play. Chad withdraws his hand
and grips it with his other hand as if it hurts.

CUT TGO

I NT. H GH SCHOOL COWVPUTER CLASS - DAY

Erich is denonstrating a project as the bell rings. He runs
into COREY, 18, slightly dark of conplexion and quite |arge
in both height and weight, and GRIFFIN, 18, freckled and al so
pudgy, follow himfromthe class as Erich tries to nove away
fromthem Erich, and then the two other boys, enter the gym
and | ocker roons. The two pudgy boys open their | ockers but

| ook reluctant to change, while Erich | ooks natty in gym
clothes. He picks up sone bats and a catcher’s mask
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EXT. H GH SCHOOL BASEBALL FI ELD, W SCONSI N - DAY

The field is enclosed with an asynterical padded outfied
fence. There is a small crowd. BRI AN Jzzet (Erich’s dad, 44,
bald but tall and |l ean) sits behind and is egging the boys
on. Erich is sitting in the dugout.

The scoreboard shows the hone team behind 5-4 with two outs
in the bottom of the eighth.

A soft line drive lands in right field. The right fielder
imedi ately picks it up and rifles it to first base, as the
sl ow runner COREY waddl es towards first and doesn’t make it
in tine.

ERI CH
This just doesn’t happen, Corey.
That’s supposed to be a base hit.

Anot her overwei ght but short boy, GRIFFIN, 18, sw ngs and
m sses at a pitch. There are tears in his eyes as he wal ks
back to the plate.

ERI CH
You really are to old for this,
Giffin. W gave you a chance.

EXT. H GH SCHOCOL BASEBALL FI ELD, W SCONSI N, DAY - LATER

The scoreboard shows the hone team behind 5-4 with no outs in
the bottomof the ninth. The teans are in gym cl ot hes rather
t han uni forns. The bases have been npbved in for softball.

Corey wal ks up to bat again.

ERI CH
It’s K to bunt this tine,
Lazybones.

Core takes one pitch and then swings at one and hits a weak
roller around the plate. The catcher picks it up and throws
to first wildly. Erich runs and hobbles to first as the right
fielder picks it up

Erich walks up to the plate to bat, right handed. There is a
runner at first. The pitcher, |eft-handed, throws a sl ow
pitch. Erich winds up on it and lofts a fly down the left-
field line. He hesitates for a nmonent, then starts running.
The ball is al nbst caught but hits the fence near the left-
field foul pole, and bounces back.
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The runner at first scores when the outfield relay goes wld.
Erich runs hone and slides and is safe.

Erich’s Dad, DABNEY Jzzet (44) runs out onto the field.

DABNEY
Son, you were supposed to bunt.
ERI CH
This tinme | didn't sacrifice
nmysel f.
DABNEY
You wanted to inpress that old man,
didn’t you. | bet he drove out
her e.
Bill is in the stands, |ooking down. Erich |ooks up at him
then at his Dad.
ERI CH
| wanted to prove that | can w n.
CUT TGO
EXT. US 395 I N ONENS VALLEY I N CALI FORNI A - DAY
Bill drives his silver rented Ni ssan through Bi shop, off the

hi ghway, on a dirt road towards a property with one four-
story L-shaped building, and an athletic field in the
di stance. There is a sign that reads “Handyman Acadeny.”

Bill drives along the road to the otherside of the athletic
field, where he can see nen jogging in the distance. He takes
out some binocul ars, and he can see the nmen running, with
sonme el ectrodes attached to their chests and | egs. One of the
men i s Tobey.

EXT. US 395 AT MONO LAKE - LATER

Bill stops and takes pictures of Mno Lake.

CUT TGO

EXT. A POND | N YELLOASTONE NATI ONAL PARK - DAY

Erich, dressed in an Eagle Scout uniformw th shorts, wades
into a pool wwth a calibrated flood pole. Oher boy scouts
follow him The day is warm al t hough there are piles of
unnel ted snow in the piney woods al ong the pond.
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BOYS
Brrrr.

ERI CH
Don't like to freeze ny gams
either. Look, the pond is one foot
deeper than a year ago.

BOYS
Just the snownelt, stupid.
ERI CH
No, | nean the pond has sunk. |’'ve

grown those two inches nyself. You
see nme right?

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET I N TRI BECCA, NYC - DAY

Al'lison and Tobey are wal king in sight of the WIC site.
Drizzle is falling; the nearby buil dings hide behind fog.

ALLI SON
But, Tobey, law was still your
second choice. | nmean, you'd | ove
the linmelight, being in Straight
Boys.

TOBEY
| want bot h.

They are crossing the street, when suddenly a turning cab
clips Tobey. He falls sideways onto the hood and then onto
the street. They cab brakes, appearing to run over Tobey’s

| eg, then backs up. Allison screans and dials 911 on her cel
phone i medi ately. Sirens are heard al nost i mediately.

CUT TO
I NT. LI BERTARI AN PARTY HEADQUARTERS - AFTERNOON
Bill is filmng a brown copy of the Declaration of
I ndependence, pasted on the wall, with his Sony cancorder. He

turns back to FORREST (42, thin with jows in his face) who
i s poundi ng away at a conputer.
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FORREST
I nean, if the governnent clanps
down with this Patriot Act, it’s
fine for us. It just nmeans we get
nor e nmenbers.

Bill turns off the cantorder

BI LL
Thanks.

FORREST
You' ll really get a rel ease.

BI LL
1”1l work on it.

FORREST
You'd do it for Tobey. You heard
what happened?

Bl LL
He finally got a novie part? Like
that wasn’t just ny runor?

FORREST
Not good. He got hit by a car. A
cabbie. In New York, walking to
work with his boss.

I NT. METROPOLI TAN COMVUNI TY CHURCH | N M NNEAPCLI S - MORNI NG

Bill | eaves the piano to take communi on. The assistant dips
the wafer in the wine, and the celebrant puts her hands on
hi s shoul ders.

BI LL
| don’t do this nmuch. | want to
pray for Tobey.

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Bill is working on the conputer. CNN Reliable Sources is
talking to an NTSB expert on car crashes.

EXPERT ON CNN
There are nore fatalities in New
York fromright turns than any
ot her maneuver.
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Bill | ooks up, then keeps working. The phone handset,
clunsily wired and placed on the sofa head, rings. He races
over and picks up the handle, as the cradle falls down on his
unpl ugged Yamaha keyboard.

Bl LL
Hel | o.

ERICH (O.S.)
Caught you honme. At a bad nonent.
You know, dropsy.

Bl LL
I don’t get visitors real often

ERI CH
This is your studio, Bill.

Bl LL
Geat. Let ne see if | remenber how
to do this.

ERI CH
Sound Iike you're hiding from
process servers. | think its 9 in

t hese apartnent buil di ngs.

Bl LL
You' re the geek squad.

Bill presses the phone pad. He wal ks over and sees his
screensaver has frozen his PC npuse.

Bl LL
Not enough tine for scandi sk. Dam.

For a nonent, there is dead air, except for the street truck
traffic. A warm breeze fromthe open bal cony ruffles sone
papers on the carpeted floor. The door hinge knocks. Bil
runs over and opens it.

Erich walks in, in shorts, sports shirt half unbuttoned

W t hout undershit, sandals and no socks, a “typical” teenage
boy. He slaps Bill’s hand with a H gh 5. Then, he smrks and
hugs Bill.

The TV is still on. They show a picture of Tobey in traction
in a hospital room but Bill has m ssed what he said.
ERI CH

I think | know him too. But turn
it down.
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turns off the TV as Eric sits at Bill’s conputer, which

is on an old wooden desk.

Bill

prot ector.
deat h.”

ERI CH
| see your puter froze before
could get here. Your hard drive is
no playpen. No Googl e rai nbow
bal | s.

Bl LL
You read ny m nd.

ERI CH
It’'s better than asking and
telling. Try safe node. You know
how to do that, sport?

di sconnects the nmachine and replugs it into his surge

It fails quickly again with the “blue screen of

Bl LL
It won’'t boot. Damm.
ERI CH
So, sone hacker attacked your
machi ne? Li ke | know who. Well, you

didn’t hit F2. Where’s your rescue
di sk? And, by the way, where are
your sw nshorts? You know, you're
at no return.

Erich touches Bill's collar. DIRECTOR S DISCRETION. Bill’'s
mout h cri nkl es.

Bill
di sk,

Bl LL
add men like ne shouldn’t wear
shorts in public.

ERI CH
| get it. Because you went bald in
the legs and you don’t ride or swm
as an excuse.

funbl es around with a cardboard box, |ooking for the
and finally pulls it out.

ERI CH
Look. I'Il drive. Find a | awn chair
fromyour kitchenette. You know,
the Titanic.
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I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Erich is focused on a dunp on the screen, and navigates on a
bl ack screen with the command pronpt.

Bl LL
So that’s the corrupted file? You
can really read all this machine
code.

ERI CH
Yup, |’ m super-geek. And | think
better adapted, because | can play
sports, too. Like Oark Kent.

Bl LL
Not Jake 2.07?

Erich runs sone prograns, and the screen flashes by multiple
techni cal websites.

ERI CH
Yup, tech support. Well, | see your
| SP | eaves the Unix Site Command
open. And | can find a cache of the
corrupted file there. Dangerous
stuff. Be glad you have friends
i ke me. Geek Squad woul d charge a
few hundred for this.

Bl LL
So you work for ‘em
ERI CH
You got it. Tech support. Don’t
tell *em| canme over for free.
Bl LL

This is fun. | think they are
tal ki ng about the suitcase nukes
stol en from Russi a.

ERI CH
Three sites. You know, bald nen
i ke you in good clothes snuggl e
them Actually, this looks like it
came the Tooel e Depot.

Bl LL
Ch? Qur own governnent. So that
nmeans this is classified.
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ERI CH
Well does it matter. Sonebody here
is in cahoots. But they |ook for
acconpl i ces.

Bl LL
Not |i ke you.

ERI CH
Weaki es |ike you. There are plenty
of ‘em anong ny classnmates. At ny
school. You're right. We shouldn’t
trust the Russians.

Bl LL
CGeorge W Bush never tal ked about
this. The real eneny still could be
Russi a, comuni sm

ERI CH
Well, you're trying to start a war,
all right. Look here, I'll show you

a fewtidbits and freebees.

Erich types. Bill’s hand gently brushes Erich’s hairy thigh.
Eirch keeps typing. Sonme classified docunents from FEMA cone

up.

A website conmes up showi ng “Evacuation after a vol canic
eruption at Mono Lake.”

Then, “Evacuation of the Yell owstone area.”

Finally, “infrastructure recovery after a ground-|evel
el ectromagneti c pul se generation detonation.”

ERI CH
And you want to know what happens
to people who go to that Acadeny
you visited at Mono Lake?

Erich strokes a few nore conmands at the pronpt on the black
screen, and a webcam conmes up, showi ng Patrick, his chest
covered with el ectrodes as he runs on a treadm |l in an
exerci se | ab. Suddenly, the screen turns bl ue.

Bl LL
I know that guy! Shit! Another
crash.

ERI CH
| guess you weren’t supposed to see
t hat .

( MORE)
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You can talERlclleaft'id), | taught
you. Let’s do your swi nm ng | esson.
| NT. APARTMENT ELEVATOR - MOMENTS LATER
Bill and Erich ride together up the elevator, and Erich

smles at him then neasures hinself, now a few inches taller
than Bill.

I NT. APARTMENT SW MM NG POCL

Bill is kicking in the pool, on his back. Erich is in neck
deep and then junps up, lifting Bill against his chest.
ERI CH
Come on. Arch your back! |1’ m gonna
| et you go.

Eri ch backstrokes to the edge, on the 8-foot side, and sits
on the edge, his hairy | egs dangling.

ERI CH
Bill, cone and get ne.

Bill finally dogpaddl es toward the edge and grabs Erich’s
knees.

Bl LL

(gaspi ng)
I know. |’ m over your edge.

CUT TGO

I NT. ALLISON S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Omar sits in front of Allison, who is set up behind an

i npressive desk. The view is of |ower Manhattan, and there
are | aw degrees on the wall as long as pictures of Susannah
and | zum

ALLI SON
So you really want ne to defend
you.

OVAR
He was. ..

ALLI SON

I am his boss, right.
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OVAR
| remenber being blinded.

ALLI SON
But it was drizzling.

OVAR
[l do community service. |1l
deal. | don’'t have a famly. | can
gi ve up ny career. Just once nore.
G ve ne anot her chance.

ALLI SON
You know, | was about to let |zzy
meet you. | nean, if you re going

to hang out when we run around. |
nmean, Tobey al ready knows about
lzzy’s real parents.

OVAR
Yeah. You have himrunning to him

ALLI SON
He’ d need a daddy, still.

CUT TGO

I NT. HOSPI TAL REHAB THERAPY ROOM - DAY

Tobey wal ks slowy to his chair with his cast on, while
Al lison and | zi mwatch. Soon the doctors are cutting off the
cast, revealing the leg. lzimstarts to cry.

TOBEY
Well, if I can’t nodel again | can
do Bill’ s debate.

lzimruns toward him

TOBEY
lzim if you don't want to | ook at
me, then will Bill?
CUT TO
I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - EVEN NG
Bill finishes restarting his conputer, and dials on to ACL.

He enters his own domain nane into the display |ine.

I NSERT
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Thi s domai n has been closed. No other information is
avail abl e.

END | NSERT

Bill funmbles his cell phone and then brings in the (new
cordl ess handset fromthe bedroom He dials and gets through
t he nmenus.

| SP VA CE
Hello, this is Brett in tech
support. Domai n name, please.

Bl LL
Hppub.com Let nme cut to the
chase. It conmes up as being cl osed.
It’s not even tenporary!

| SP VA CE
Yes, M. Ldzek, | see that we
closed it at 11:30 this norning
pending a terns of service
i nvesti gati on.

Bl LL
About what ?

I SP VA CE
I"mgoing to ask a custoner care
shift manager to speak to you

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

| SP MANAGER
M. Ldzek, | don’'t know how to say
it. Qur attorney’s asked ne to.
Your material is so controversia
that it attracts too many hackers
and j eopardi zes ot her custoners.

Bl LL
But | count on you for security.

| SP MANAGER
You know you’' re playing the sane
ganme. Get with it!

CUT TGO
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I NT. THE PENTAGON, WASHI NGTON, PRESS ROOM - DAY

Susannah is standing in full dress uniform receiving an
award. Allison and lzimare in the audi ence of about twenty
peopl e who are appl audi ng.

SUSANNAH
And, actually, this is Arlington!

GEN. MEYERS
See, that was best quality, always
so accurate. So, starting Monday,
Col. York will be doing, well,
al nrost the sanme job, intelligence,
wor king for nme. You want to say
sonet hi ng.

SUSANNAH
It’s going to be public relations.
Trying to keep it fromgetting any
worse than it has to. Seriously, I
Will mss this uniform You don’'t
know how proud it make ne to wear a
uni formof the Arnmed Forces of the
United States in front of you as we
make this announcenent.

On a credenza near the exit fromthe press room there is a
single copy of a local gay paper with headlines that read,
“JUST A GOOD Cl VI LIAN."

I NT. THE PENTAGON, WASHI NGTON, PRESS ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

They are enjoying hors d oeuvres at a little reception. Brian
Jzzet approaches Susannah

BRI AN
An odd job for soneone in your
situation. You can really go public
as a civilian? It makes that nuch
di fference?

SUSANNAH
We decided it was OK for us. W can
go through with the adoption.

BRI AN
And you can raise a kid. Two woren.
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SUSANNAH
Especi al |y when no one el se wants
t o!

Al'l'i son approaches and extracts Susannah fromthe
confrontation

ALLI SON
I think Tobey could have got this
put off.

CUT TGO

I NT. PHYSI CAL REHAB ROOM OUTPATI ENT, HOSPI TAL - DAY

Tobey is doing leg lifts, while lying on his back on a
tunbling mat. The room opens with a view of | ower Mnhatt an,
including the Gound Zero site. There are other various kinds
of exercise equi pmrent around the room such as parallel bars
and stairs. Tobey's leg is still in an air cast.

Bill walks in, just as another m ddl e-aged white mal e patient
is starting to walk with one artificial |eg between paralle
bars. Tobey | ooks up.

TOBEY
Bill? Hold on.

Tobey watches the man take his first step, and then Bil
turns around and watches to. Everyone in the roomclaps. Bil
does so, hesitantly.

TOBEY
G ad you found nme again. Not so
nice this tine.

Bl LL
You’' re com ng back.

TOBEY
Well, it looks like I'll spend a
career arguing before juries after
all. You know, actors have to take

care of your legs. You said that.

Bl LL
Vel ..

TOBEY
You want to do your shadow
convention. My boss is hel ping set
up one in Colonial WIIiansburg.

( MORE)
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You know, BiOBEY(yaantr'ed)i ght. You
couldn’t have been a trial |awer,
ei t her.

Bl LL
Because |'d have to | eave the
debate to those

TOBEY
Wel | funded organi zati ons.

Bl LL
So | couldn’t even win argunments,
| et al one converts.

TOBEY
Except in shadow conventi ons.

BI LL
O herwi se you have to be a man who
deserves authority, don't you. |
mean, to notivate people.

TOBEY
Do | still deserve it, Bill?

Tobey gives hima high five.
CUT TO

EXT. COLONI AL W LLI AMSBURG, GACL GROUNDS - DAY

Susannah is finishing a press conference. Behind her there is
a banner that reads “Honmel and Security: Shadow Convention
Debat e”.

Brian wal ks up to her as she steps down.

BRI AN
Kind of a neat stunt, a press
conference in front of a 18th
Century pillory.

SUSANNAH
I guess we have to hang tough.

BRI AN
You sound tough. You canme out of
this all right. You don't feel
conprom sed, doing the sanme work as
a civilian.



SUSANNAH
What, you question ny integrity
Sir.

BRI AN

I don’t think people |ike you
shoul d have anything to do wth our
Arnmed Forces at all. And your
adopting a kid?

SUSANNAH
Someone from abroad who needs
parents. From Egypt, through a
children’s charity.

BRI AN
Well, our own teenage son was
accost ed.
SUSANNAH
You son did the PBS spot on
hackers. | saw that. Good work.
BRI AN

The guy who did it wote that dam
book about people |like you in the
mlitary. You know, an ol der nman
who |ikes to hang around younger

ki ds.

Brian reaches inside his jacket and shows her an FBI

SUSANNAH
You just want to make a point.

BRI AN
| ama conputer man, too, like ny
son. But | nade agent. As gifted as
Erich is, I don’t think he Il nake
it. He has to stay away fromthe
dark side. | hear you have kids
now, a little one.

SUSANNAH
A joy.

BRI AN

So you nust know. What it'’s like to
be real good.

SUSANNAH
Al of this will take tinme.

56.

card.



S57.

BRI AN
Even the events here.

CUT TGO

I NT. GARDEN APARTMENT BEDROOM - EVEN NG

The canmera shows an ordi nary suburban garden apartnment and
then the bedroom where Bill lies face up on a floor mattress
as a mddl e-aged masseur, BERT, 49, thinning sandy hair, well
built, in bath towel with balding | egs and not the paradi gm
of gay sexual attractiveness, |eans over, manipulating his
pubes. The television is playing Episode 1 of TheWB
“Smal | vill e Begi nnings.”

The tel evision shows Jonathan tal king to O ark.

JONATHAN (O S.)
The truth, son

Bill starts to rise.

Bl LL
The good part is com ng.

BERT
TV is nore inportant than this?
It’s all pretend. This is real.

Bill's cell phone goes off while the tel evision shows d ark
vapori zi ng.

INT. BILL”S FORD ESCORT - MOMENTS LATER
Bill shuffles the newspapers on the seat.

Bl LL
Boy, if | were a senior hone
canpanion | will have to clean this

up.

Bill dials sone nunbers clunsily on the cell phone and hears
t he nessage.

VA CE ON PHONE
Bill, you need to know this. This
is the hospital.

Bill paces the roomand then | ooks at literature on various
el dercare problens, |like strokes, CG-, and the liKke.
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I NT. BILL’S APARTMENT - LATER

Bill is sitting by his conputer, the television on to “Jake
2.0,” as he holds his steel-col ored cordl ess phone.

BI LL
|’ ve bought a discount ticket to
come to the WIIiansburg human
rights forumin two weeks anyway.

He | ooks at a site for an SNFs on his conputer.

Bl LL
We have to nake sone ot her
arrangenents.

VO CE ON PHONE
| guess you will do what you want,
Bill. She is your nother, you know.
Just call if you need anyt hing.

I NT. MSP Al RPORT, SECURITY CHECKPO NT - DAY

Bill is going through the security arch, having renoved his
worn tennis shoes. He is picking up his laptop off the trap
where it has been |l aid open.

TSA SCREENER
Wul d you start the conputer,
pl ease?

Bill pushes the button and gets a blue screen indicating a
system failure.

I NT. MSP Al RPORT, NWA Al RLI NES GATE - DAY

Bill isin line, now wthout his laptop, but still has the
carrying case with personal papers. He is about to hand his
boardi ng pass to the gate agent when a TSA screener
approaches him

TSA SCREENER- 2
Sir, we have to do a pat down.

I NT. Al RLINE COCKPI T, BOEING 727 - DAY

Bill is seated toward the back, over the wing, where there is
a hissing sound. He | ooks out over the West Virginia
nmount ains and stripm nes, very visible on a clear day.
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PILOT (O S.)
Ladi es and gentl enen, we now have
exactly thirty mnutes until
| andi ng at Reagan National Airport.
In accordance with FAA rules, you
must stay in you seats for the
remai nder of the flight. There are
no exceptions.

I NT. AVI S RENT- A- CAR COUNTER, NATI ONAL Al RPCRT - DAY

Bill, with his luggage and half-enpty | aptop case, is
standing in a consolidated |line, next to be waited on. An FBI
Agent, dressed in a conservative black suit and white shirt
and dark tie, approaches.

FBI AGENT
M. Ldzek?

The agent feints offering a handshake.

BI LL
This is he.

FBI AGENT
M. Ldzek. You are under arrest for
vi ol ation of US Code 10.41. 33,
tanpering wwth a federal
installation by tel ecomunications.
You have the right to remain
silent. You have the right to be
represented by an attorney. Any
statenment you nake before that nmay
be hel d agai nst you.

Two nore agents, in breakers with “U S. Marshalls” inscribed,

appear. The agent handcuffs Bill and leads himto a gray Ford
Taurus outside, license plate, “US Government.” As they are
wal king to get in, Bill suddenly vomts on the pavenent.
Bl LL
That's the first tinme in forty
years.
CUT TO

I NT. ALLISON S APARTMENT, NYC - DAY

Al'lison and Susannah are hurriedly keepi ng house while |zim
plays with a nodel train set on the living roomfloor.
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The layout is sophisticated, with tunnels and severa
clusters of buildings, many of them made from Bri o bl ocks.

SUSANNAH
Seens |i ke he has adjusted to | ess
TV. But this is baby play!

ALLI SON
Let’s hurry. The Child Wl fare
services inspector will ring us any

m nut e. House i nterview

The phone rings. Allson picks up the cell phone and sees a
picture on it.

HUVAN SERVI CES | NSPECTOR (O S.)
W’ ve post poned until next Monday,
gi ven what is going on.

ALLI SON
What do you nean?

HUVAN SERVI CES | NSPECTOR
Turn on the idiot box for a change.

Al'lison points to the tel evsion, and Susannah clicks on the
converter DVR box. CNN comes on, with a picture of desert
scenery and a city. The banner on the TV says “Sparks,
Nevada.”

CNN REPORTER (V. Q)
That’s it. Two cities in Nevada:
Spar ks and Laughlin, conpletely
out. No power, all electronics
fried, no cars starting.
Aut horities suggest and e-bonb has
gone off sonmewhere in each city.
The affected areas are about
fifteen square mles, so they
ei ther have to be big bonbs, or
they were exploded in the air. And,
of course, we don’'t know if this
wi || happen anywhere el se. Both
cities went down about 1 PMtoday.
And this tinme, it is in areas with
heavy gam ng.

CUT TGO

I NT. ARLINGTON COUNTY JAI L, COURTHOUSE SQUARE - DAY

Bill is driven through Arlington to the Courthouse Square
detention center.
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Show an aerial shot of the drive (to bring back nenory of a
simlar route on 9-11). Bill is shown being fingerprinted and
led to his 6 x 9 cell, with a washbasin and steel toilet. He
is on the third floor, that | ooks down over an open concrete
space and two | ower |evels of cells.

A sheriff’s deputy, 49 and female, visits his cell. Bill, in
an orange junpsuit open at the chest and |oose in the |egs
line a robe, sits up

DEPUTY M LLER
Ckay, M. Ldzek, | cane to ask you
if you have an attorney to call.

Bl LL
You' re not gonna |eave the |light on
all night, are you?

DEPUTY M LLER
Well, if we can get a lawer to
bail you out, it won't matter wl|l
it.

BI LL
I’d need to get the nunber. | can
find himon the Internet.

DEPUTY M LLER
Qoviously we don’t allow that. W
have to have a social worker | ook
himup tonorrow. A lot of the Net’'s
down tonight. Like a third of the
country.

BI LL
VWhat ? Hackers?

DEPUTY M LLER
Sort of. Look, they' |l help you
t onor r ow.

CUT TGO

I NT. ASSEMBLY OF GOD, SPARTA W - EVEN NG

Under candl elight, teenagers, reasonably dressed, are raising
their hands in a religious revival. Brian (the mnister)
touchers a young worman who i s babbling baby tal k, and she
falls dowmn. Erich brings a blanket to cover her, when he
babbl es and falls down hinself.
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Then the power cones back on.

CUT TGO

I NT. ARLI NGTON COUNTY JAI L, COURTHOUSE SQUARE - NI GHT

Bill is tossing and turning on the cot, light on. D nner is
uneaten. He runs over to the toilet to vomt.

CUT TGO

INT. ERICH S CABIN, LIVING ROOM - MORNI NG

Erich is burning CO s on both of his machi nes. The screen
focuses on Roxio for a nonment to convey this. The door knocks
and Brian wal ks in.

BRI AN

Up here early this norning, son?
ERI CH

You can’'t be too careful. That

lights out thing was a scare for
me. Everything’ s all right again
here. But not in M nneapolis.

BRI AN
What do you nean, son?

ERI CH
Well, if an E-bonb goes off around
here we | ose everything. But CD s
are optical. | even burned Bill’s

stuff. Good thing for him A bonb
went off near the Fed Reserve
Buil ding. | think he would have

i ntervi ewed there.

BRI AN
Wl l, he got what’s comng to him
He's in jail for the first tinme in

his life.

ERI CH
Dad, cool it. You could ve trusted
nme.

CUT TGO
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I NT. ARLI NGTON COUNTY JAI L, COURTHOUSE SQUARE - AFTERNOON

Deputy MIler leads Bill, still manacled at wists and
ankles, to a social worker’s office in the jail.

DEPUTY M LLER
Don’t worry. She has a work
conputer. Too bad you don’t have
better friends.

Bill sits down as DEBBI E MEEKS, 26, thin and bl ack, pounds on
her conputer, that is visibly just Wndows 98.

Bl LL
There’ s one guy who can help ne. He
was setting up the event at WIIliam
and Mary. But we have to | ook him
up at the U of M

DEPUTY M LLER
He didn’t have a regul ar | awer

DEBBI E MEEKS
Most people don’t unless they were
slip-fall artists. W don't have to
under stand t hem

Bl LL
WIl you let nme talk up through
| ocating him

DEBBI E MEEKS
That’s what we do. Skip trace. Like
the sheriff does, for his process
servers.

Bl LL
You have to navigate through Google
to find him

CUT TGO

I NT. BILL’S APARTMENT - DAY

Two FBI agents, with the typical blue sweatjackets reading
“FBI”, pick up all five conputers in Bill’s apartnent
(including two | aptops and one i Mac). CQutside, the streets
around his building are still closed for police

i nvesti gation.
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FBI AGENT 1

| hope the hard drive still tracks.
FBI AGENT 2

Well, this is the opposite corner.

The property manager said sone
things work on this side of the
bui | di ng.

FBI AGENT 1
So you think the terrorist really
wanted to hit the Federal Reserve?
Wiy M nneapolis only?

FBI AGENT 2
That’s the closest thing to a
casino in M nneapolis.

FBI AGENT 1
Sure, and there’s Mystic Lake
twenty mles south.

FBI AGENT 2

It closed for the day. Precaution.
FBI AGENT 1

It’lIl take a while to get back to

nornmal . What next?

FBI AGENT 2
"Il hit the Sal oon tonight. Wtch
for the break dancers.

CUT TGO

I NT. ARLI NGTON COUNTY JAI L, COURTHOUSE SQUARE - EVEN NG

Bill is seated in his cell with half-eaten dinner, the slop
remai ning on an alum numtray, when Allison appears. Deputy
MIler lets himin.

Bl LL
You' re appointed as ny | awer.

ALLI SON
It’s as you hoped. Tobey called ne.
I guess he is a good friend again.

BI LL
I thought he al ways was.
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ALLI SON
Vel | .

Bl LL
Look, you're going to be ny | awer.
What are the charges.

ALLI SON
Well, Bill, do you realize that you
make eneni es?

Bl LL
Maybe | have that tendency. So
sonebody wanted to take ne out.

ALLI SON
Who do you think would, Bill?

Bl LL
Oh, average Joes. Peopl e who think
I am negl ecting them relegating
them and therefore agai nst them by
definition.

ALLI SON
| get it. You ever got hostile
conmmuni cati ons before?

BI LL
One guy didn’t like what | said
about The Perfect Storm that it
was a novi e about average
fisherman, that the book nmade the
reader identify with people like
that. But what’s the charge? |
mean, how can they hold nme and not
be nore specific.

ALLI SON
They say you passed on information
to terrorists.

BI LL
How.

ALLI SON
You didn’t hear. There were three e-
bonbs set off |ate yesterday around
the country. One near your
apartnent.

Bl LL
Sure, after | was arrested.
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ALLI SON
They’ ve picked up the conputers in
your apartnent. W haven’'t heard
yet whet her they were damaged by
t he bl ast.

Bl LL
So there nust have been
contam nation on ny website.

ALLI SON
The governnment is saying that you
provi ded pointers and codes to
activate the bonbs.

BI LL
St eganogr aphy.
ALLI SON
You know t he word.
Bl LL
They nust have been put on ny
website by a hacker. | just

overlaid the file when I found it,
but the ISP shut nme down two weeks
| at er anyway. Look, though, why am
| in a county jail, anyway. The
fibbies usually prefer O d Town.

ALLI SON
Be careful what you ask for
There’s another little charge that
we ought to get rid of. A
m sdeneanor in Wsconsin. |ndecency
with a mnor. Named Erich Jzzet?

She | ooks surprised.

Bl LL
Oh. Let me think. As long as we
were in ny apartment in M nneapolis
it was OK. It could al ways happen
Meet sonebody on the road.

ALLI SON
Yeah, you m xed ‘emup. Like a
hi story test.

EXT. ALEXANDRI A OLD TOWN - DAY

A governnment car transfer to the federal jail in Al exandria.
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I NT. ALEXANDRI A JAIL - DAY

Bill is transported fromhis new cell, which is sonewhat
| arger, to a conference room where Allison is present.
ALLI SON
You' Il have a bail hearing

tomorrow. O course. The gover nnment
wants one mllion. That neans you
need a hundred thousand cash.

BI LL
What am | supposed to do, raid ny
| RA? |1’ ve got two nonths until the
10% penalty goes away. It would
take I NG several days to set it up
And then, your fee.

ALLI SON
One hundred seventy five an hour.

BI LL
And what do | do with ny life if I
get off. Just be a good person to
be around? They shut me up.

ALLI SON
We can still get you down to the
debate in WIIliansburg. Maybe. They
may want to do the arrai gnnment
qui ckly, and the thing with Erich
doesn’t hel p now.

BI LL
That could nmake me legit, al
right.

ALLI SON
Vll, we don’'t have much tine.

I NT. BANK OF AMERI CA LOBBY - DAY

Bill, a plain clothes escort, and Allison sit in a banker’s
office as they sign papers for Bill to set up a large
wi thdrawal . They are |leaving for the car to go to court.

ALLI SON
She doesn’t know about this?
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BI LL
She cones back honme tonorrow. This
trip was a two for one.

ALLI SON
Vel | ?

BI LL
A mld one. This will be hard.

I NT. FEDERAL DI STRI CT COURT ALEXANDRI A - AFTERNCON

Bill, dressed still in a junper, stands with Allison, with

t he prosecutor on the other side. JOHN MANDI BLE, 36, redhead
and stout, is the U S. Attorney, and stands overdressed for
hi s own presence.

JUDGE HURLEY
M. Ldzek, you are charged with
aiding a terrorist act by conputer
Now t he purpose of this proceedi ng
is to set an arraignnment date. Now
first, M. Ldzek, you nay enter a
plea if you like. Counsel?

Allison |ooks at Bill and shakes her head.

Bl LL
Not gquilty, your honor.

JUDGE HURLEY
Does the governnent have any
comrent ?

PROSECUTOR MANDI BLE
Truthfully, there is no crimnal
record, your honor, and no real
flight risk. However, the danage
fromthe attacks to the conmunities
affected i s enornous. Many hones
and smal | busi nesses have | ost al
of their conputerized records
forever. This is not just a power
bl ackout, your honor.

JUDGE HURLEY
You’'re going to have to show t hat
his acts really contributed to this

damage. You'll be able to take this
up in a pre-arrai gnnment conference.
Bail is set at one mllion dollars.

( MORE)
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Now t he t edidX@f HURI¥Eec@nte’ dhat
you not have any access to a
conmputer until the trial, and that
you accept hone detention
nonitoring. W& can work out where
you may go in my chanbers.

CUT TGO

I NT. SANDLOT BASEBALL FI ELD - AFTERNOON

Erich, in shorts and t-shirt, is fungoing baseballs to Corey
and Giffin on a late spring day. Giffin lets a grounder
near second base go through his |l egs, and then Corey cones in
too far and a fly goes over his head and bounces toward the
fence.

ERI CH
Ckay, you guys. Just one nore
chance to pay your dues.

I NT. BASEBALL FI ELD - MOMENTS LATER

Giffin and Corey tag along as Erich wal ks along the field to
t he dugouts.

ERI CH
You guys don’t even try. You don’t
care about nmking a baseball team

do you.

GRI FFI' N
We don’t. W want the jibberish
files.

COREY

You know what we want them for.

ERI CH
Sure, cause you don't neasure up
You don’t get the point. God
decides who is better, after all.

Eri ch pushes the boys away, and then wal ks up into a snal
press box, where he turns off his DV cam

CUT TGO
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I NT. ALEXANDRI A JAI L OUTPROCESSI NG - DAY

Bill signs sone papers in front of Allison and a young nal e
clerk. Another plain clothesman, young, approaches.

PLAI NCLOTHESVAN
I’ mgoing to put on the ankle
nmoni tor now. Can you pull up?

Bill hesitantly pulls up a pantleg and down on a white sock,
revealing hairless | eg.

PLAI NCLOTHESMAN
This is going to feel cold now.
Good thing you re an ol der man. You
don’t need to shave.

I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE - DAY

Bill takes his house key and lets hinself and Allison in to
t he house, and they wal k down the steps to the recreation
room The roomis paneled with many fam |y pictures, biblical
maps and paintings. There are two conputers on an al um num
table along the wall. There is informal furniture and an
undersi zed, chartreuse ping-pong table. There is a mniature,
var ni shed pl ywood basebal | stadi um nodel on a coffee table.
It is a bit crude, as if it had been a high school shop

proj ect .

BI LL
I want to tell you ny story before

ALLI SON
Vell, let nme tell you a little of
mne first. If you listen, | can

save you sone noney.

Bl LL
| promise not to turn on the
conmputers. My ACL is taken away.
It’s back to people.

The doorbell rings upstairs, and two plain clothesnen appear
when Bill answers.

PLAI NCLOTHESMAN
We're here to pick up your
conputers. In the basenent?
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I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

Now t he conputers are m ssing. Allison wal ks around and puts
her hand on the enpty, clean space on the al um numtabl e.

ALLI SON
Susannah called me at 8:55 AMt hat
nor ni ng.

CUT TGO

EXT. 1WO JI MA MEMORI AL - FLASHBACK

This is a video clip at 7:30 AM on 9-11-2001. Susannah, in
uniform talks to a reporter.

SUSANNAH
Weh | grew up | heard the idea
that all people should be exposed
to things mlitary. Even fenales.

REPORTER
So you thought it was unfair only
wonen were drafted.

SUSANNAH
You' re an objective reporter? Ri ght
on. It was insulting. Ever see
“Never wave at a WAC'?

I NT. PENTAGON WEST SI DE, OUTER CORRI DOR OFFI CE - MORNI NG -
FLASHBACK

Susannah, in full dress, quickly rearranges objects on her
desk, fitting in a picture of Allison and |Izim She picks it
up and ponders for a nonent, touching the image of |zim
SPECI ALI ST MUNQZ (female) walks in with some paperworKk.

MUNCOZ

Here are the rogue enmmils, Ma am
SUSANNAH

From ACL?
MUNCOZ

Yes, ma’am & says were | ucky.
Ldzek read the email while he was
in Canada, so they have the
authority to capture.
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Susannah mani pul ates her conputer and | ooks at sone code.
CGENERAL AUGUST, 55, white-haired, wal ks in.

AUGUST
There is sonething to watch,
Col onel . Sonet hi ng has happened at
the Wrld Trade Center.
A large television flat screen shows the North Tower burning.
I NT. PENTAGON WEST SI DE, OUTER CORRI DOR OFFI CE - MOMENTS
LATER

Susannah is on the phone with the door cl osed.

SUSANNAH
Allison. Don't listen to their
advi ce. Get out now... For our

son’ s sake.

I NT. WORLD TRADE CENTER SOUTH TOWAER - MORNI NG - FLASHBACK

Allison is on the phone in her 80th floor office and can see
snmoke com ng fromthe North Tower.

I NT. PENTAGON WEST SI DE, OUTER CORRI DOR - MOVMENTS LATER

Susannah, dressed in Army G eens (she is a LTC with silver
oak leaf) is talking on a phone, notioning a female private
away fromher famly pictures of Allison and |zum

SUSANNAH
No, get out now, Allie. | know.

ALLI SON
So ignore thenf? They told us to
stay put, that it was a small
accident. 1’ve got a deposition in
twenty mnutes on Omar’ s acci dent.

SUSANNAH
Thi nk about it. How could it be.
That was a big plane. | can go hone

and check on lzims placenment after
t he neeting.

Al'l'i son hangs up and heads for the stairs. On split screen,
Susannah heads for a conference room where she sees a feed on
the second plane hitting the WIC South Tower. She puts her
hand over her nouth but says not hing.
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I NT. WIC STAI RWELL - DAY

Al lison and others march calmy down the stairwell as the
lights go out. Thuddy noises of things falling drown the
backgr ound.

I NT. PENTAGON WEST SI DE, OUTER CORRI DOR - MOVMENTS LATER

Susannah pulls a young nmale officer out of a fire and puts
out a fire about his |legs, before a wall, burning, falls down
on her |egs.

I NT. ARLI NGTON HOSPI TAL NEXT DAY - MORNI NG

After a quick overhead shot of anbul ances runni ng through
Arlington, Susannah lies in bed, her |egs in bandages, wth
iv's in her arns. Allison walks in quickly, crying. She wants
to take her hand and the nurse pushes her away.

NURSE
Infection. She is going to San
Antonio tonorrow. She’'s a real hero

CUT BACK TO
I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE - MOVENTS LATER
BI LL
But you got out unharned.
ALLI SON
| heard the boom as | passed about
the 60th floor. | was relatively by
nyself as | got into the | obby, but
the panic cane very quickly. | saw
t he bodies plop. I was horrible.
Bl LL
And that was you when
CUT TO

EXT. WORLD TRADE CENTER SI TE - OVERPASS - DAY - FLASHBACK

A security guard takes away a canctorder fromBill just after
he takes a video of Allison kissing Susannah, dressed in
busi ness casual, with G ound Zero in the background.
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lzim still a toddler, grabs at Susannah’s |eg. The cantorder
drops to the ground in water.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

ALLI SON
It was none of your business.

Bl LL
But you were in a public place.
Believe it, Sony replaced the
cancorder anyway. They called it
courtesy.

ALLI SON
You were | ucky.

Bl LL
But you’'re maki ng the system worKk.
You’' re gonna raise a kid.

ALLI SON
Yup, deal with real life. Even if
it takes sone force.

Al'lison w pes sone |ight tears from her eyes.

Bl LL
It’s my turn. |1’ve been still for a
whi | e.

ALLI SON
We al nost m ssed the point. You
really did get rogue emails. And
your friends. But you want to tel
me how it all got started.

CUT TGO

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMWN HALL DORM ROOM 1961 - EVEN NG -
FLASHBACK

The roomis narrow, with a bunk bed and two adj oi ni ng desks
and two cl othes chests. There are rol aids, neo-synephrine and
iodine bottles on Bill’s chest. YOUNG SYDNEY (18), in shorts,
his arns and legs only very lightly haired, sits and wites a
thene in bad “masculine” penmanship. It is titled “M CLOCK
RADIO.” Bill has a bright green shirt and bl ue pants on
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BILL (V.O)
Sydney used to say | had a great
future. Until all this.

The Romanza from Schumann’s Second Synphony pl ays, sonewhat
nmut ed.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Hey, fine fella, how do you spel
“receive.” Wy way is it?

YOUNG BI LL
Am | allowed to hel p you? Honor
system you know. It’'s r-e-c-e-i-v-
e. | before E except after C

YOUNG SYDNEY
You gotta change that nusic.
Boring, slow. No wonder they won’t
allow that fag classical station in
Roanoke. | want ny kind a nusic.

Sydney plays with the dials and gets “Beul ah Land” on the
cl ock radio.

YOUNG SYDNEY
Good ol d fashi oned Negro gospel
music. That old tine religion. Good
enough for ne. Now, Bill, what I
recollect is this. That canper was
fifteen years old and snooth faced.
Younger | ooking than you. He
screaned twice. And | knew
instantly that he was ruined for
life.

YOUNG BI LL
That doesn’t nean anybody woul d
have attacked him The counsel or
must have been a real honopsexual
Not | atent, not sonebody who |ikes
bright clothes like ne.

YOUNG SYDNEY
You want to junp to concl usions.

YOUNG BI LL
No, Sydney, | think you do!

YOUNG SYDNEY
Look, any queer would suck this kid
off. They just can’t help
t hensel ves.

( MORE)
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They take OMOUNG SSYHIEY( somend) h,
after m dnight, when nmen sl eep.
They drain nen of their nmanhood
i ke vanmpires.

YOUNG BI LL
Sounds like |I'’m Tarzan | ooking for
mal e senmens. And ny father says |I'm
gul I'i bl e.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMN HALL PORCH 1961 - AFTERNOON -
FLASHBACK

Col | ege boys are scanpering on fours around Bill, like the
apes in 2001. Bill reaches towards one of the boys’ knees.
YOUNG BI LL

Gettin friendly?

The boys scatter |ike roaches.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMWN HALL DORM ROOM 1961 - EVEN NG -
FLASHBACK

Bill walks fromthe enpty porch up to his dormroom He finds
a handwitten note scotch-taped to the unl ocked door.

| NSERT:

In recent roominspections we have noticed excessive patent
medi ci nes |ike rolaids and nose spray and throat paint.
Pl ease report to the Dean of Men about this today.

Bill walks into his roomand | ooks at his chest of drawers
and picks up the nose drops and rolaids and stuffs theminto
his trouser pockets. He gently closes the door and runs
downstairs and outside. He strolls through the fog across

Ri chnond Road onto the main canpus. The early evening drizzle
gi ves the scene a bl ack-and-white | ook out of place for a

col oni al canpus. He pauses for a nonment in front of the Wen
Bui | di ng, wal ks astride and | ooks at the sunken garden. He

| ooks at a sign proclaimng the building to be the ol dest in
North America. He wal ks up the steps of the building, now
deserted for Thanksgi ving Friday. He quickly navigates to the
Dean’s office on the second floor. It is sealed by a

m | kgl ass door that seens illumnated fromthe inside. The
door reads:

I NSERT

Carson W Barnes



DEAN OF MEN

Bill knocks, timdly.

7.

CARSON
Bill, come in. I"'mwaiting for you.
Bill opens the door and sees the Dean seated at his power

desk. The only color in the roomcones fromthe green | anp.

There i s one wooden chair

in front of the |arge varni shed

desk. Bill sits down wi thout an extra invitation.

YOUNG BI LL
Dean Barnes, you really called ne
late on the Friday after

Thanksgi vi ng.

CARSON

well, Bill, at
Sir. Manners.

| east you didn't say

YOUNG BI LL
If it’s just the nedicines, | can

expl ai n.

Bill w ggles his pocket,

reaches for the nose drop bottle in

hi s pocket and then stops. Dean Barnes holds up a bottle of
dark red liquid that reads (in elite type) "iodine and

gl ycerine.”

CARSON
M. Ldzek, this is yours.

YOUNG BI LL
For painting ny throat. They use
nmet aphen here in the infirmry.

CARSON
Bill, I know you have sone
allergies. By the way, you do go to
t he Bapti st church.

YOUNG BI LL

Yes, sir, it’'s

a bit southern.

CARSON
Rev. Pugh speaks well of you. W
can |l et the canpus doctor check out
all this on Monday.

They | ook past each other, and then Carson nmakes eye contact.



CARSON
Bill, if I may ask, how are you
getting along with the other boys
in your dorn You re in Brown. I
know it’s a bit cranped.

YOUNG BI LL
Most of the boys are fine. Good
character. Manly.

There is a qui ck nontage of dorm scenes, the porch, the
communal bathroom the showers with Bill nuttering to
hi nsel f.

YOUNG BI LL
To tell the truth, ny roommuate
Sydney makes sone outrageous
statenents. They’'re w ong.

Dean Bar nes | ooks back.

CARSON
Bill, you can talk in flowers al
you want to. You do wite good.

YOUNG BI LL
The boys say | don't ‘wite
regul ar.’” You know, penmanship.
God, we got graded on handwriting
in elenentary school.

CARSON
Hardly anyone makes an A in
freshman English. Once every two
years. You did it as a freshman
Straight A's at mdterm A couple
of B's wouldn’t hurt.

YOUNG BI LL
| wote a provocati ve,
controversial essay defining the
concept of ‘friendship’ as ny first
theme. | think it upset Sydney.

CARSON
Well, Bill, | hope that’s all there
istoit. A couple of the boys say
t hat you put..

YOUNG BI LL
No, | never put ny hand on anot her
boy’ s knee.
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Bill puts his hand underneath his nmouth, as if nauseat ed.

I NT. UPPERCLASS DORM ROOM - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

(Split screen) Boys, including Young Sydney, are crowded in a
dormroom Sone, including Young Sydney, are in skivvies.

FAT BOY
Bill, what do you think sixty-nine
means.

YOUNG BI LL

That’ s where they do it sixty-nine
times in sixty-nine m nutes.

The ot her boys cackle and roll on the fl oor.

FAT BOY
Bill, what do you think of
honosexual i ty?

YOUNG BI LL
I don’t approve of it.

Bill’s hand flails and brushes Young Sydney’ s knee.

I NT. DEAN OF MEN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS - FLASHBACK
Bill swall ows hard.

CARSON
You with ne, Bill?

YOUNG BI LL
My chum M chael |ast sunmer was
right. 1’ mnaive about these
things. He’s at VPl instead of
here. Hope they don’t shave him
That’s another thing. | didn’t go
to the Tribunals. | didn't get
hazed. So | guess that’s another
reason I’ma sissy. But | had never
heard of all this until living away
fromhonme. O all the untidy things
honosexual s are supposed to do.

Now t he Dean puts his hand over his nouth.



CARSON
So what are you getting at. You can
drop all this if you want and nove
on.

YOUNG BI LL
Ckay, as a matter of definition,
like for an English theme, | would

say that | ama | atent honosexual
Some nen--Mchael, ny friend in ny

seni or class |last year, but not Syd-

-make ne feel sexually excited when
| am around them They have to

have certain secondary sexua
characteristics. They have to have
it. They can lose it.

CARSON
So it’s sonething that happens to
you. You don’t control it. You
can’t control it.

YOUNG BI LL
I"mjust trying to foll ow the Honor
System

CARSON
So you are. Or is that a ruse?

YOUNG BI LL
It makes nme classify as different.
Now it doesn’t bother ne.

CARSON
Sur e.

YOUNG BI LL
It never happens in the room |
turn it on and off. Look, aren’t
you glad that | leveled with you?
The day after Thanksgiving, no
| ess. W& should all be hone.

CARSON
I"mvery glad that you confided in
me that you think you' re a
honosexual . Now, are your parents
hone?

YOUNG BI LL
No, they were here yesterday.
They’'re in North Carolina visiting
famly friends.

80.
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CARSON
Bill, I did hear about the singing
in the shower. Wen you tal ked to
yoursel f, you called yourself a
‘“honbsexual on the | oose.’

Bill | eans over but controls hinself and sits upright.
YOUNG BI LL
That was a private joke. Intra-
per sonal
CUT TO

EXT. JAMESTOMN VA SETTLEMENT COLONY THANKSG VI NG DAY -
AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK

Bill, his parents (JACK, 59 and MARGARET, 48), and JOHN
JUNEAU (18, a bit soft-1ooking) are wal king past the straw
huts of the settlenent. The Janmes River is in the background.
Squirrels, ferrets and otters are running around. There is
still some residual brownish orange and yellow in the trees.
Leaves are bl owi ng around.

YOUNG BI LL
The Schubert B-flat Sonata. Heart -
rendi ng.

JOHN
Bill, sonetinmes | wonder if nusic

is really in your blood. The
i ncredi bl e things you say and do.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
He learnt it. He got that from ne.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. DEAN OF MEN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS - FLASHBACK

CARSON
Bill, cone back. I will have to
call them Your parents. Long
di stance. It will be a big deal.
Don’t worry about it all weekend.
It will be all right. W aren’t
going to ask you to | eave school or
anything like that. You just don't
want to slide into anything Iike
honosexual ity.
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YOUNG BI LL
K. It will be a surprise. Or a pop
qui z.

INT. FAMLY LIVING ROOM CHARLOTTE NC - EVEN NG - FLASHBACK

Bill’s parents and M. And Ms. Jzzet (50, 45) are chatting
in the living roomof a ranbler suburban house with a bit of
Frank LI oyd Wight kind of furniture. The bl ack-and-white
television is a Sylvania with a Halo Light and silent inmages
of the Berlin Wall.

MR JZZET
| sonetines think Barbara had too
much television. Like Bill, she

kept to herself. But she went away
to coll ege know ng nuch nore about
how dangerous this free country of
ours is getting.

The rotary phone rings. M. Jzzet wal ks over to the
ni ghtstand in the hall and answers.

VR JZZET
Hel | o.

TELEPHONE OPERATOR
M. Jzzet, this is the |ong
di stance operator in WIIliansburg,
Virginia, calling for M. Jack
Ldzek.

MR JZZET
Sure, interesting. Jack, |ong
di stance for you.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Huh, honest a Pete. FromBill?

MR JZZET
| guess. The operator had to
connect us.

Bill's father (bald, trifocals) picks up the phone.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Bill?

TELEPHONE OPERATOR
M. Ldzek, | have the Dean of Men
fromthe College of WIIiam and
Mary on the phone.
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CARSON
M. Ldzek, this is Dean Barnes. How
are you this evening?

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Look, I'’ma traveling sal esman. |
know t he techni ques of talking to
peopl e. Anyway, not poorly. Wat’'s
up. It’s Bill, but he never gets in
trouble. W were just there. He
must have told you..

CARSON
No, he’s fine. Look, we can take
care of this. | guess you're

visiting friends over the weekend,
that’s what Bill said. Can you drop
by Monday norning on your way back?

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Can | see Bill first?

CARSON
Sure. Make it ny office in the
Chri stopher Wen Buil ding, Second
Fl oor, at 9 o' clock in the norning,
Tuesday Novenber 28. Sorry to
bot her you | ong distance on a
Friday night.

INT. DINER I N WLLI AMSBURG - EVEN NG - FLASHBACK

Bill and his parents eat. The diner |ooks |like a 50s famly
establ i shment with coin-operated jute boxes on the table.
Qutside is Duke of G oucester Street, wth a novie theater
and the marquee “Splendor in the Grass.”

YOUNG BI LL
You both taught ne that | woul d
never be punished for telling the
truth. Good character gui dance.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
It’s nmore than just that.

YOUNG BI LL
The Dean of Men asked, and | told.

Bl LL’ S MOTHER
You don’t want to tell us now |
can tell. If you tell, you should
tell willingly.
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YOUNG BI LL
You renenber M chael |ast year. The
tenni s ganes, the ping pong, the
novi es.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
I know. Your chum You |let himwn,
didn’t you. It was tantali zing.

Bl LL
Not hi ng ever happened. That is the
truth. But the issue for the Dean
is what sensations | felt.

Bl LL’ S MOTHER
You don't need to talk about this
at all.

Bl LL
Then | woul d have to qui bble. That
vi ol ates the Honor Code.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMN HALL DORM ROOM 1961 - EVEN NG -
FLASHBACK

Bill lies on his |ower bunk and studies his English anthol ogy
book for class.

I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY ROGERS HALL, CHEM STRY LECTURE ROOM
1961 - MORNI NG - FLASHBACK

Bill |eaves the lecture hall five mnutes early as the class
continues. He picks up a lab test that reads “79 C+".

EXT. WLLIAM AND MARY, DUKE OF GLOUCESTER STREET - MOMENTS
LATER - FLASHBACK

A Ford Galaxie turns the corner onto Richnond Road. Bill is
wal ki ng on the corner. (Show the canmpus fromthe air for a
nmonent.) Bill opens the door and clinbs in.

Bl LL' S FATHER
This is going to cone as a blowto
you, Bill, but we have to take you
out of school.
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YOUNG BI LL
The Dean lied. He specifically
prom sed he wouldn’t ask ne to
| eave school. He broke the Honor
Code.

BILL' S FATHER
Well, he talked to the President of
the Coll ege | ast night. He has no
choi ce. You know, the College has
to think about the other parents,
not just us.

I NT. DEAN OF MEN S OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER - FLASHBACK

Bill is standing with his father, and his nother is seated on
a hard wood chair.
BI LL
| said | never did anything.
CARSON
Bill, it’s going to be easier on

you to | eave anyway. You have
certain anxieties. You and your
parents have to work this out. If a
certified psychiatrist wites us
that it is all right for you to
come back and live in a boy’'s

coll ege dorm then we will welcone
you back for the Spring Senester.

YOUNG BI LL
But ny courses.

CARSON

You can retake them If you study
your subjects at home by yourself
over Christnas, naybe you can pl ace
out of them or take the finals. W
all now you can wite your thenes
and term papers. Dabney Stuart w |
pass on you.

YOUNG BI LL
There’ s Eastern State.
CARSON
Believe ne, Bill, you don’t want to

deal with Eastern State
psychiatrists. They have no cl ass.
They woul d just warehouse you.
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I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY BROMN HALL DORM STAI RWAY 1961 - LATER -
FLASHBACK

Show a Vertigo view of the stairway. Bill and Dad are
carrying down the mattress. Dad is trying to fold it. He
points to a wet gray stain.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
Now, Bill, Iook, |ook. You see how
I know that you are not a hono.

Fat her points to the stain again as John suddenly starts up
t he steps.

JOHN
Bill, what’s up? You' re going.

YOUNG BI LL
They are making nme | eave school. To
get nmedi cal advice. That’s how t hey
put it. MIldly.

JOHN
It’s a shock. You tal ked, didn't
you?

Bl LL

Il wite soon and expl ain.

Bl LL’ S FATHER
No you won’t. You do what we say if
you want to get out of this.

JOHN
Look, just send nme one conmuni que.
| look forward to it.

I NT. FORD GALAXI E - AFTERNCON - FLASHBACK

Bill sits in the back seat, as they cross the Yorktown River
driving back to Arlington on a cold late fall day. Bare trees
show now.

BILL' S FATHER
W'l call the Dean of Adm ssions
at GWtonorrow. But if you ever
menti on honosexual ity again, not a
college in the country will take
you.
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YOUNG BI LL
It’s fair enough.

Bl LL’ S MOTHER
Daddy neans it. If you ever tel
anybody sonething like this, your
col |l ege days are over. And you
can’t make it by yourself in the
real world.

CUT BACK TO
I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS

ALLI SON
So you took your turn with
oppr essi on.

Bl LL
And yet | was the spoiled only
child.

ALLI SON
What was the sequence? Were did
this go?

Bl LL
I went to school and lived at hone.
My parent paid the way and | never
had student |oans. But there were
bunps. For six nonths, | was a
patient at National Institues of
Heal th, nental health unit, where
frankly they tried to investigate
my honmosexuality, and repair it.

CUT TGO

INT. NIH CLI NI CAL CENTER, MENTAL HEALTH WARD - AFTERNCON

Mont age: The NIH Clinical Center fromthe outside, patients
pl aying ping pong in a day room Bill playing piano in the

solarium Bill and his parents drawing on easals in an art

t herapy sessi on.

CUT BACK TO
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I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

Bl LL
| had to explain this just to get
my first job, in a governnent
chem stry | ab.

CUT TGO

I NT. MEDI CAL OFFI CE AT A U S. GOVT AGENCY 1963 -- MORNI NG -
FLASHBACK

There is a quick outdoor day shot of a brick building canpus
with the | abel “National Bureau of Standards, Washington”.
Then the canmera is inside. Bill is filling out a form about
his nmedical history (show). There is also a shot of “Form
171: Application for Federal Enploynent”. Harold Pincock, MD,
59 (short and thin), dressed in nedical white, stands in
front of a governnent-issued netal desk to nake eye contact.

YOUNG BI LL
Dr. Pincock, why | had to see a
psychiatrist is irrelevant now. |’'m

back in college at GW Wth all
A's. So | can't say.

Pl NCOCK
You can’t go to work w thout ny
gi ving you a satisfactory nedical
So go call your daddy.

Bill picks up the black rotary phone to call his father.

I NT. DORM ROOM HI GH RI SE, UNI VERSI TY OF KANSAS, 1966 - N GHT
- FLASHBACK

The roomis larger, and the two beds are arranged in a Y for
space and privacy. There are nunmerous books and a stereo. The
view | ooks out on the Kansas Prairie beyond lowa Street in
Law ence (aka Smallville). BOBBY SIEVERS, 27, slightly
overwei ght and crusty blond, stands up as the song “Sumrer in
the Gty” finishes.

S| EVERS
Well, the greatest fun in Kansas
Cty was rolling queers. | could

make fifty bucks a night.
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YOUNG BI LL
And you really want to be in the
Peace Corps. |’m not naive.

SI EVERS

You | et them approach you and as
they go down on you hit themwth
t he | ead pi pe.

YOUNG BI LL
You could kill one and never know
you did it.
S| EVERS
Then there is one |l ess queer in the
wor | d.
CUT BACK TGO
I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS
BI LL
Then | took the draft physi cal
three tinmes.
CUT TO

INT. U S. ARMY | NDUCTI ON STATI ON, RI CHVMOND 1964 - DAY -
FLASHBACK

A lot of nen are standing around in one |large drafty hall in
their skivvies. The nen, nostly white, are typically varied
in their appearance and build, but a few are obviously unfit
and even underdevel oped. The canera focuses on Bill’'s nedical
hi story form upon a block to check for “honpbsexua

tendenci es.” The block is not checked, but there is a

| onghand expl anati on.

SERGEANT
Ckay, Ldzek, go explain this to the
psychiatri st.

CUT BACK TO



90.

I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

Bl LL
But by 1965 they stopped asking. It
was al ready “don’t ask, don’t
tell.” The second tine | was 1-Y
and then 1-A | would enlist for
two years and get ny good deal .

CUT TGO

I NT. ARMY RECRUI TI NG STATI ON, ARLI NGTON 1967 - DAY -
FLASHBACK

A red-haired Arny recruiter sits behind hus desk and | ooks
Bill in the eye.

ARMY RECRUI TER
95% If you get drafted, it’s a 95%
chance that you' Il get infantry.
They call it 11 Bravo. They need
men in conbat.

Bl LL
Leaders of nen in conbat.

I NT. RECEPTI ON STATI ON QUONSET, FT. JACKSCON, S.C. 1968 -
AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK

Show a qui ck nontaage of Bill’s being sworn in, then on a bus
entering Ft Jackson, then in formation. Then show Bill in
fatigues, filling out fornms and turning themin.

FI RST SERGEANT
Sir, you mssed a college grad.

The conmpany commander cones over and picks up his paperwork.

Show anot her Montage of a tent city on base, of Bill in PT,
on a forced march

I NT. M LITARY QUONSET, FORT JACKSON, NEAR RI FLE RANGE, 1968 -
MORNI NG - FLASHBACK

Bill, in Arny dress greens and poplin shirt, stands in front
of three field grade officers seated in wooden chairs. The
building is a bit decrepit with | oose wooden boards on the
floor, and there is a coal pile visible through the w ndow.
Rifle fire, staccato, punctuates.
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but one of the officers turns off the radio.

OFFI CER NO 1
So, Private Ldzek, tell ne at |east
one | eadership activity in school.
Li ke run for Student Council ? Have
you ever been in charge of others?

YOUNG BI LL
Well, the Science Honor Society. |
was initiated literally in ny own
basenent. | organi zed the event. By
my application for direct
comm ssion is based on technica
skills.

Bill picks up a black bound, hand-type Master’
quickly flips through it. He tries to show it
who shakes his head.

OFFI CER NO 2
Conmputers are filled up. W don’t
need that. Private, | ama | awer,

but you see that | wear the
infantry crossed sabres. W need
| eaders of nmen in conbat. They
becone brothers, and then
denocr at s.

EXT. FORT JACKSON S.C. RIFLE RANGE - DAY

Bill is on the rifle range,
He keeps adjusting his ear plugs.

coach.

I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

Bl LL
No, | didn’t get the direct
comm ssion. | was in the Pentagon

for three nonths, then nysteriously
transferred to Fort Usel ess.

spent fifteen nonths tucked away as
a mat hemati ci an, doi ng not hi ng. But
the Arny was sonehow a nore
hospitabl e place than the civilian
wor | d.

( MORE)
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radio tal k of peace talks in North Vietnam

s thesis and
to an officer,

firing at popups with a nearby

CUT BACK TO
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They used B Li(rpritt'ig)t oe t hr ough
the tulips” in the barracks in |ove
trains.

CUT TGO

I NT. BARRACKS FT EUSTIS - EVEN NG

Men in fatigue pants and G v-neck underwear march around the
day room chanting “fifty thousand yards of d__k on this

post..., and they still ........ out”
CUT BACK TO
I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS
Al'lison | eans back.
ALLI SON
You got a good story. Self-serving,
maybe.
BI LL
I had to conme out again. A fallen
mal e, and proud of it.
CUT TO
I NT. CLUB BATHS 1975 - NI GHT - FLASHBACK
Bill sits in the |ounge, watching TV while other nmen sit
around in towels. He gets up and wonders into the orgy room
where there is a violet Iit hall, leading to a dark roomw th
one | arge mattress and nen, scanpering ape-like wth sounds
of sucking and smacking. Bill stops, and | ooks down at an

attractive man going down at him and rubs the man’s lightly
hai red chest hard.

I NT. NI NTH STREET CENTER 1975 - EVENI NG - FLASHBACK

First show an outdoor evening shot of the NYC East Vill age.

Bill sits in a circle of other nmen in an orange-and- brown
panel ed basenent, sipping coffee. The roomis very snokey.

CUT BACK TO
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I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

Bl LL
So when President Cinton raised
the issue of the mlitary gay ban
in 1993, you could see how | would
junmp in.

ALLI SON
Fromthe outside. | actually took a
partner in the mlitary. You just
wrote about it.

CUT TO
EXT. NORFOLK NAVAL BASE, SUBMARI NE PORT 1993 - DAY -
FLASHBACK
There is a sign, “no political buttons.” Bill passes the

sailor MP, in whites but with a pistol, down the Rama
staircase into a submarine, and qui ckly sees the cranped
guarters and Nort hhanpt on bunks.

Chad, now nuch thinner, shows himaround quickly, all the way
to the entrance to the nucl ear power bay. They cone back to a
sinple table and eat ice cream and cake. Chad sells hima
navy blue hat that reads “Sunfish.”

CHAD
There are no secrets here. | know
everything ny bunkmates are
t hi nki ng.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUQUS

BI LL
They called it hot bunking. But you
do get the parallel. Acivilian
col | ege punished nme with the same
arguments that the mlitary uses
agai nst gays.

ALLI SON
Wuld a jury get it? | doubt it.
And is it real?
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Bl LL
Guys li ke Sydney, Sievers. They
think that ny freedom enmascul at es
them 1t’s weird.

ALLI SON
It’s just nmentality.
BI LL
But, the coup de grace. | noved out

to M nnesota because | was worKking
for a conpany that sold life
insurance to the mlitary. That was
a conflict of interest.

ALLI SON
If you say so.

Bl LL
It was good for a tine. That’ s when
| nmet Tobey, through the
Li bertarian Party, right after |
was on the ground

CUT TGO

NI KOMOS CAFE, M NNEAPOLI'S - EVEN NG - FLASHBACK

Tobey, then 21, in a blue sweater, waltzes into a coffee shop
where there is a reception with hors d' oeurvres--the scene
| ooks out nonentarily on autumm over one of the M nneapolis

| akes--and passes Bill a phone nunber; Tobey introduces Bil
as a speaker on crutches; Bill greets Tobey at an Enbers
restaurant as they enter together; Bill pays Tobey’'s bill and
taps Tobey on the shoul der, but Tobey backs away slightly.
CUT BACK TO
| NT. BOYHOOD HOUSE BASEMENT - CONTI NUOUS
Bill stands.
Bl LL

When | was Tobey’'s age then, | was

teaching as a graduate student.

They said | was a hard math

teacher. Once, | caught a student

cheating, and he cane up to ny room

to beg.

CUT TGO
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Bill,

bed,
tall

I NT.
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KANSAS UNI VERSI TY DORM ROOM - DAY - FLASHBACK

i n underclothes, his | egs exposed, sits on his twn
arranged with his roommate’s as a Y. He | ooks up at a
| anky under graduate who kneels down in the hallway.

CUT BACK TO

BOYHOCOD HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

ALLI SON
That sounds |i ke the peak of your
life.

Bl LL

Until the mlitary ban cane up, and
t hen, yeah when | net Tobey.

ALLI SON
You li ke him

BI LL
Sur e.

ALLI SON

Doesn’t do too nuch good now. You
know, he’s getting married soon.
Funny, he caught Sheila downl oadi ng
musi ¢ from Kaaza, |ectured her, and
they drew cl oser after that.

BI LL
See.

ALLI SON
You told ne so.

Bl LL
So | had taken the transfer to
M nneapol i s when t he conpany got
bought. Wi ch separated nme when she
had t he probl ens.

Al lison sighs.

ALLI SON
So you’ve told your story, and |’ ve
told m ne. Al nost.

The doorbell rings again. Bill runs upstairs. LI NDA MARSHALL

(68,

thin, energetic) is at the door.
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LI NDA
wWell, Bill, wel cone back

BI LL
You haven’'t heard.

LI NDA
(Look out at the car.)

Al'lison follows upstairs.
LI NDA
Wiy, Bill, it looks |Iike you have a
girl friend. What tim ng.

ALLI SON
Pardon ne. You just don’t know.
(RRST OF SCENE OM TTED)
CUT TO

I NT. ALLISON S OFFI CE, LOAER MANHATTAN - DAY

A pl ai ncl ot hesman BRAD McCLAI N (38, redhead, freckled) visits

Al lison at her office, decorared with diplomas and famly
pi ctures of her and Susaanah (in uniform with |zzy.

BRAD
Well, | have to congratul ate you,
ma’ am for not noving to Jersey
Cty.

ALLI SON
I”’mon the New York bar. | have to
practice here. But | do nostly
f ederal defendants. Sone acci dents.

BRAD
| understand that you took the case
of WIliamLdzek. The bill of
rights guy.

ALLI SON
So you’ ve read about him You do
hi m a conpl enent.

BRAD
So he spilled his guts on his own
website. Now, the parents of the
Jzzet boy. Brian.
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ALLI SON
Oh, vyes. He rather stal ked ne.

BRAD
Okay, he’s down with that religion
stuff, Assenbly of God, and all. He
says his boy Erich was invol ved.
(TH' S PASSAGE EDI TED FOR DI SPLAY,
LONGER I N DI RECTOR S CUT)

CUT TGO

EXT. DI NKEYTOAN, M NNEAPCLIS, AND BELL AUDI TORI UM - DAY

Start with an aerial shot of the University of M nnesota
area. h rides a notorcycle down University avenue into

D nkeyt own and parks. He gets his backpack, and goes into a
bar. No one checks his ID. He goes into a restroom and
changes, com ng out | ooking spruced up in his shorts and

| oose sports shirt. He jogs quickly over to the Bel
Auditorium area, near the University Anory. Tobey approaches,

also in shorts, still on crutches.
ERI CH
I’d pick up.
TOBEY

Don’t think I can hold on to you

ERI CH
Bill can.

They wal k in and get waived into the auditoriumto watch
Erich’s short filmcalled “Do Ask Do Tell.”

INT. ANNI E S RESTAURANT - EVEN NG
Eri ch and Tobey are having a cheeseburger dinner.

TOBEY
You were 15 then. That’s ol d enough
to know what’ s goi ng on

ERI CH
Li ke kids over 14 would throw their
pennies into the Yes jar for
| egal i zi ng marij uana.

TOBEY
That’s how it was for ne. | grew up
mentally at about 14.
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And you did the debate club
student council. ..

TOBEY
Footbal I in high school,
everything. | quarterbacked.
ERI CH
Then nodel i ng, novies, and | aw
school . Like that’s your backup.
TOBEY

Tell me, why did you use Bill’s
title for your film You think you
hel p hi m out ?

ERI CH
Well, hacking is one of Bill’s hot
topics. Hot a strength. | nean, a
noral issue. Yes, noral, |ike your

Plato. Young nen find it the one
way to build their egos.

TOBEY
Were you |like then? Did you break
conputers apart just to find out
how t hey work?

ERI CH
| did. Sounds like you didn’'t.

TOBEY
Didn't need to. Too busy.

ERI CH
That’ s how you conpete. Be good at
everything you try.

TOBEY
Not everybody can do that. That’s
why. ..

ERI CH
I could go to nedical schools, or
your | aw school. Don't think | need
filmschool. Well you tried severa
t hi ngs.

TOBEY
Yeah. Bill caught nme. Found ne in
Strai ght Boys, and novie parts. |
never confronted him

( MORE)
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He t ook me TIQBEN (ot 'vihen
graduated. He’'s been enough pl aces
that his story matters.

CUT TGO

EXT. EMBERS RESTAURANT, M NNEAPCLIS - EVENI NG - FLASHBACK

A slightly younger Tobey, clean shaven and in shorts, walks
froma coin phone box towards an Enbers restaurant as Bil
meets him hol ding up sone books, including DADT.

TOBEY
Literature

CUT BACK TO

I NT. ANNI E S RESTAURANT - CONTI NUOUS
The waiter brings ice cream sundaes.

ERI CH
Li ke your own boss, even she’s not
pre-history. Pig out now?

TOBEY
| guess | ran fromall that
attention. He wanted to see ne in
t he novi es.

ERI CH
I"ll interview you in the update of
nmy film Like now You m nd?

Erich pulls out his canctorder from his pack.

TOBEY
|’ ve been on canera nmany tines
bef ore. Looking better than | do
now.

ERI CH
Tell me, if | know that two guys

TOBEY
You’' re hesitating.

ERI CH
Put up instructions on their
computers for setting off a bonb.
And they thought it was a joke.
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TOBEY
And you knew they thought it was a
joke? 1’ma | aw student. You need

to talk to a real |awer?

CUT TGO

INT. ERICH S CABI N, LIVING ROOM - DAY

Erich stops playing a syncopated piano rag on the (new)
el ectronic piano attached to his Maclntosh, as his cell phone
rings. Qutside, it is warm and sunny.

ERI CH
H, this is Erich.

ALLI SON
Erich Jzzet? This is Allison
Kearns, an attorney in New York
Cty. You have a m nute.

ERI CH
Sounds inportant. | talked to
Tobey.

Musi ¢ cones on, the gentle appeggi os of the Beethoven Tenpest
Sonata in the background.

ALLI SON
Your in high school aren’t you?

ERI CH
G aduate in six weeks. Col unbia
next year.

ALLI SON
Can you cone to Washi ngton over the
weekend? I'’mthere. | can get you
on ny Northwest frequent flyer
pass.

ERI CH

|"ve got to sneak out against ny
dad. He screans when | mss church.

ALLI SON
You coul d be back Saturday night.
Don’t have to have a stayover

ERI CH
We have revivals then, too. |I'm
starting to see things in them
( MORE)
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| ve never BRUCH(rcadwrd) i ke t he
girls. Well, now, except just once.

ALLI SON
We can get you back. Pack your CD s
in carryon. In fact, dup them and
Fed- Ex them ahead of tine. You're
not on any lists?

I NT. MSP Al RPORT, NWA Al RLI NES GATE
Erich, with no carryon |uggage, wal ks up to the gate.

ERI CH
Here is the account nunber. There
is a pass for ne.

NWA Tl CKET AGENT
Ckay.

She makes a few keystrokes at the conputer, then wal ks back
to the supervisor’s area. A uniforned policeman cones forward
wi th her.

Al RPORT POLI CEMAN
Sir, your name has cone up as
flagged. You won’t be able to fly
today until we check this out.

I NT. MSP Al RPORT CONCOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
Erich is talking on his cell phone.
ERI CH

I"mon CAPPS after all. They won’t
let nme fly now

ALLI SON
Red?
ERI CH
Yup.
ALLI SON
| got your stuff.
ERI CH
Let’s set up a video conference at

Ki nkos.

CUT TGO



102.

( SCENE OM TTED)

I NT. ALEXANDRI A JAIL - MORNI NG
Allison visits Bill back in jail.
ALLI SON

You get your deposit back. Look,
about Erich.

Bl LL
We never did anything. He gave ne a
swiming | esson. | touched him

ALLI SON

Real |y touched hi nf?

BI LL
PHi s chest, his |legs. Body Parts
that nmatter to ne. But not to the
| aw.

ALLI SON
And | bet you say he tenpted you.
O made it easy. Like with himyou
really could read body | anguage.

CUT TGO

I NT. ASSEMBLY OF GOD, SPARTA W - EVEN NG
Erich is leading Corey and Giffin into the revival hall.

ERI CH
You can play with ne again if you
just go to the service and let the
m ni ster touch you. This is going
to be your truth serum

I NT. ASSEMBLY OF GOD, SPARTA W - LATER

Erich leans down as Giffin and Corey, both fallen, babble.
The minister wal ks by with a bl anket and covers them both,
barely leaving their faces visible fromthe nose up.

ERI CH
These are still boys. You don’'t
need to worry about nodesty.
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I NT. KINKOS STORE - MORNI NG

Erich works with the KINKOS EMPLOYEE to set up the video
conference feed. They dial in and quickly get Allison on the
vi deo.

Allison sits in her office, and | ogs on to her own conputer,
an extra Mac brought into her office.

ERI CH
That’s good, Allison. You need
access to Linux to see the steg
seeds. The Mac gives you that. 1’11
talk you into getting into term na
node.

I NT. KINKOS STORE - MOMENTS LATER

Al lison double-clicks on a |link, and a map of downt own

M nneapolis, the riverfront, cones up. Then she clicks on
anot her link, and a public storage | ocker in Northeast

M nneapol i s conmes up.

ALLI SON
So, Erich, you can piece together
what happened.

ERI CH
So can you.

ALLI SON
So, you say one of the boys placed
the steg on Bill’s domain, where to

find the device. And this B-bop
figure and two of his sons actually
found them and set themoff. You
know why?

ERI CH
The boys, they can’t do nuch.
Computers, rock, and TV. They don’t
do sports. They don’t do their
chores. They do like to play
chur ch.

INT. ERICH S CABI N, LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Erich sits at his Mac, in termnal node with black and white

text on the screen, and types in conplicated strings. Then he
swivels to his Linux machi ne and watches nore strings.
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ERI CH
It works agai nst CAPPS. Good ol d
buffer overfl ow

Erich runs outside with a baseball bat and fungoes a “hone
run” into the night.

I NT. ALEXANDRI A JAIL - N GHT

Bill is back in a rather barren cell, when Allison appears.

She slings a duffle bag packed with cl ot hes and books, and

carries Bill’s blue pin-stripped suit over her shoul der.
ALLI SON

It was that bad at hone.

Bl LL
It was. She feels | deserted her.
Put my own politics above famly.

ALLI SON
You want to cone up to New York and
see ny famly?

Bl LL
VWhat’ s up?

ALLI SON
The government is willing to drop
the crimnal case and go just
civil. But they will want you to

agree not to publish in an
unsupervi sed fashi on agai n.

Bl LL
I’ m knocked of f the net anyway.

ALLI SON
I know. But do they? Actually,
they’ re being generous. They’ ve got
even nore. They found classified
stuff on your hard drive. And
possessi on of classified
information is a crine.

BI LL
Erich found that when he cane over
for that surprise inspection. |
t hi nk they got sone ot her
webmasters with ant hrax papers.
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ALLI SON
They nean it. In this era of
asymretry. | talk like that nore
t hat Susannah, and she’s the gal in
intelligence.

Bl LL
So | play along. Passively, like
usual .

ALLI SON
You call it psychol ogically

fem nine, don't you

I NT. RENTAL CAR, DRI VING IN OLD TOAN ALEXANDRI A - LATER
Allison drives, Bill sits on the driver’s side.

Bl LL
They used to have a hol e-in-the-
wal | gay bar there. The French
Quarter. Good old days. Look. If |
take it, | still get a trial.

ALLI SON
This is going to sound strange. |If
so, they really want a jury. They
don’t want to be accused of forum
shopping on a case |ike this.

I NT. ALLISON S COOP APARTMENT, TRIBECA, NYC - AFTERNOON

lzzy is playing with hos trainset on the floor. A Serval cat

starts chasing the train when Bill gets the battery to work
and the train runs along the tracks. Bill has built a couple
nore play cities on the layouts with | ego blocks. Bill plays

with the cat, who starts groom ng him

Al'lison wal ks into the roomand stoops down and ki sses Bill
[ightly.

Bl LL
You really did that? Were’s
Susannah? | thought we were getting
ready for a house interview

ALLI SON
You think you can play surrogate
dad for nme when the human services
departnent arrives? O would you
hide in the cl oset?
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The door knocks, and then they keys on the triple Medeco
| ocks turn. Susannah wal ks in with Omr and a bl ack woman.

SUSANNAH
Boy, it looks like we’ve got two
daddi es now.

EXT. CAFE IN TRI BECCA AREA, WIC SI TE VI SI BLE - AFTERNOON

Bill, Susannah, Tobey, and Omar enjoy an outdoor m d-eastern
neal of flaffels and simlar food. |Izimhas a nore “normal”
sandw ch brought. Tobey is |inping now on his own.

BI LL
So Omar they let you off with
communi ty service. Again.

ALLI SON
Bill!

OVAR
That’s OK. | knowit’s nmy second
time. It’s easy. | help teach the

def ensive driving course. No
weari ng orange jackets and
scrubbi ng nursing hones like in
Smal lville.

TOBEY
But you can’'t make it go away.
Li ke, I won’t wear shorts again.
OVAR

You said you' d let ne off the hook,
Tobey. Then God does.

BI LL
That’s all right. Perforners change
t heir bodi es.

TOBEY
Yeah, Bill that was the risk you
took with ne. Wth Erich it won't
matter.

Bl LL

I think we know why Erich’s friends
did this.



107.

ALLI SON
And can you say that on the w tness
stand, Bill, w thout poking your

fingers into the jurors’ eyes?
TOBEY
Can he say it at his forumfirst?
| NT. ALLI SON' S APARTMENT, NYC - DAY
Allison is on her conputer, going through a zip disk of

Bill's former website, |looking at the corrupted file. Bill
stands over.

ALLI SON

Well, | wouldn't want 1zzy to read

this on his own nyself. But that’s

nme.
Bl LL

You know your profession.

Al'lison stands and takes Bill by the waist, and kisses him

ALLI SON

Just once. You can give in to
tenptation just once, Bill.

Bill reaches for her breast, as a bl ack wonan enters the
room holding Izims hand.

1 ZIM
Daddy!

ALLI SON
Oh! You're from Soci al Services.

Susannah then wal ks in, w thout knocking.

SUSANNAH
Honey. Cone on

I NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG CENTER, ARLI NGTON - DAY

Bill wal ks around the public areas wth the RENTAL AGENT, an
el derly woman herself. These include the dining roomand
library. The agent shows himthe two bedroom apartnent, which
consists of three tiny roons.

RENTAL AGENT
It’s $3500 a nont h.
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BI LL
If you saw The House, you'd
understand. It’s a Drohega.

I NT. RALEIGH S TAVERN, W LLI AMSBURG - AFTERNOON

Bill, Tobey, Frankie, Alison, Susannah all sit around a

di nner table wth many attendees, wearing name tags. Bill

pi cks at the Cornish gane hen with rice pilaf. Tobey linps to
t he podium Sydney walks in |ate.

TOBEY
So, in a nonent, M. Ldzek wll
take the podium | hope that you
wi || purchase his books. He may
soon need to find an outside
publ i sher, but | believe that your
support for a new debate on the
Bill of RRrghts Two will help him

get goi ng.
Bill takes the podi um

BI LL
I’ mnot going to give you the jazz,
i ke Always Be Closing. No sales
pitches. But |I’m going to pose
several questions. Each teamw ||
debate. Let’s have a good tine with
this, all right?

I NT. RALEIGH S TAVERN, W LLI AMSBURG - MOMENTS LATER

Bl LL
So, if | have the right, the
freedom to marry a man, how does
that affect your famly?

OLD BLACK AUDI ENCE MEMBER
Bill, you can’t be serious. You
hang around young nen |i ke Tobey.

Bl LL
If | had been allowed to date nen
when | attended the ol dest coll ege
in the country in this city..

OLD BLACK AUDI ENCE MEMBER
But you woul d have dunped hi m when
he got older. You wouldn’t have
pi cked sonmebody who | ooked |i ke ne.
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BI LL
But did you answer the question?

OLDER VWH TE WOVAN
Kids need to believe in having a
not her and father or there will be
no young nen |i ke Tobey grow ng up!

Sydney stands up, hol ding the hands of a wonan and two
chil dren.

Bl LL
I think others want nme to becone
socialized so that | will at |east
try to play by their rules. Try to
marry and have children, and then
conpete the way other peopl e do,
and band together with themin
solidarity against the evil rich
or try to ook others in the eye
with the self-confidence of a Nick-
Apprentice-1i ke sal esman. Because
ot hers woul d depend on ne. It's
real life, to take one's part in a
wor | d where bad things happen and
peopl e have to back each other up
That, and raising kids, is largely
what adult socialization is for.
But one can do wong things for
good notives, and good things for
sel fish or questionable notives.
Both betray integrity. 1In the end,
being forced to play by other
peopl e's rul es doesn't pronote
integrity. O course, if | succeed
conpeting the way | do, there are
inplications. My story shares a bit
of the rich young ruler, the
prodi gal son, the talents. | don't
seemto need other people for
[awful civility, but | do need it
to matter to others. O herw se--
Maybe the people | have | ooked up
to aren't so Cark-like after all,
and on the other end, nmaybe a | ot
of people who fail when forced to
conpete on their own wll w nd up
out in the cold. The bottomline is
that we have to have our cake and
eat it too.

SYDNEY
Gve ne that old tinme religion
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The crowd starts to half-clap and chant.

OLDER WH TE WOVAN
It’s good enough for ne.

I NT. SPORTS BAR, ALEXANDRI A VA - MORNI NG

Al'lison and Bill are having breakfast when a CNN news feed
comes on one of the large TV s

CNN REPORTER
A |l esbian couple is getting fina
adopti on papers today to adopt
their son as a couple. One of the
parents, Susannah York, saved the
lives of two nale officers on 9-11
during the attack on the Pentagon
bef ore being burned herself. But
she agreed to | eave her post as an
Arny col onel and accept a simlar
job as honel and security |iason
when publicity about her
relati onship surface.

Bl LL
Go on, Allison. You ve got a
shuttle to catch.

ALLI SON
1”1l be back, |ove. You can count
on ne.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MORNI NG ( NEXT DAY)

The litigants are sworn in.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - LATER

The jury pool noves in for the voir dire. JUDGE HARRY
MATTHEWS (34, tall and pucker-faced) presides. BALE DARTZ
(32, blond, fattish) is the prosecutor and questions the
candi dat es.

JOHN HARDER (26, tall, brown hair, well built) is questioned.

BALE DARTZ
So, M. Harder, what do you do?
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JOHN HARDER
Alot. 1'd say I’mnot a pack
person.
BALE DARTZ
| mean, what is your profession?
JOHN HARDER
I am a software engineer. | travel

and install Linux on Unix servers.

BALE DARTZ
So you obvi ously understand the
I nternet and conputer.

JOHN HARDER
More than you would want to know,
Sir. I've got nultiple clearances.
BALE DARTZ

So you work a lot with computer
worns and viruses. What ki nd of
cust oners.

JOHN HARDER
Mostly other consulting firns. Job
recruiters. And entertai nnent
conpani es, because they becone
targets. Even the novies.

BALE DARTZ
Your s.

ALLI SON
Li nux. Isn't that the free
operating systenf

BALE DARTZ
Yes. The call it open source.
There’s anot her | egal fight over

it, now.

JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
Counsel will you approach pl ease?

I NT. JUDGE S CHAMBERS - MOMENTS LATER

The young judge reclines in his chair; his office is equipped
with | aw books and an entertai nment center. Judge Matthews
| ooks at Allison.
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JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
Counsel, are you confortable with
the juror. He's got quite a
backgr ound.

ALLI SON
An educated juror won't hurt us.

BALE DARTZ
Hi s questionnaire doesn’t nention
wor ki ng for the government
directly. Mostly these search
firms.

JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
Ckay. Up to you. He just sounds

like a guy with an agenda. But then
agai n, so does the defendant.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MOMENTS LATER

The attorneys question FRIDA SM TH, 58, bl ack.

BALE DARTZ
So, Ma’am you don’t have a
conput er.

FRI DA

No. My son’s not teached ne yet.

I NT. COURTHOUSE LUNCHRCOM - DAY

Bill is eating a full plate hot [unch of Salisbury steak and
mashed potatoes. Allison has a salad, and picks at it.

Bl LL
| voir dired for a nedica
mal practice trial once.

ALLI SON
And | bet you played snmart ass |ike
that M. Harder and got to be
f or eman.

Bl LL
| did. Another juror conplained
that | was staring at himand
threatened to report nme to the
j udge!
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ALLI SON
| bet. Harder sounds like a friend.
You know hi nf?

BI LL
Maybe the Bryant Lake Bowl . Maybe
Erich. Maybe the Acadeny Awards
Party.

ALLI SON
He’s the only winner. You don’t
exactly attract synpathy fromthe

average person on a jury. |I'm
amazed the governnent didn’t bl ow
hi m awnay.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - AFTERNOON
Bale Dartz is doing an opening sunmmary.

BALE DARTZ
The governnment will show that the
defendant ran a website that he
knew woul d attract hackers, that he
knew was a public nui sance.

| NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - LATER
Frank is on the witness stand.

BALE DARTZ
So woul d you state your position at
Handynman Systens?

FRANK
Educati onal and Technical D rector.
We serve as a third party to help
conpani es eval uate the performance
and career paths of their technical
enpl oyees.

BALE DARTZ
So how does your conpany work with
FENMA?
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FRANK
We provide very specialized swat -
teamtraining to conputer
speci al i sts and ot her engi neers so
they can go into a place on short
termnotice and solve a problemin
a crisis. W call our systens
engi neers asset persons. W're kind
of a corporate fire departnent.
Since our specialists are called in
if there is a real energency, they
are also called in to do drills. W
sonetimes call them Bi ble sword
drills.

ALLI SON
hj ection. Religious reference.

JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
Overrul ed.

FRANK
We have very rigorous rules for
sel ecting and training our
candi dates. W often tell our
candi dates that there is no "they."
Qur candidates are the client's
| ast resort.

BALE DARTZ
So how did you discover the
conprom se of FEMA?

FRANK
But it was in a drill on April 15
that we found the worm It was very
sinple. It had sinply ordered the
systemto msdirect all of our
relief supplies to canps forty
mles away, so that if we had an
evacuation fromthe Hoover Dam
area, we woul d have had no nedica
supplies or treatnment facilities
for our evacuees

BALE DARTZ
And where did your investigators
find that it canme fron?

FRANK
It had been | oaded twice in two
stages. One fromthe defendant's
domai n, hppub. com

( MORE)
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But we foufdRANK{tcarie d) i gger
Troj an had actually been | oaded
fromhis own hone conputer.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - LATER

ALLI SON
So, M. L’Istesso, you audited the
conpany, Postul ate-A Fi nanci al
where M. Ldzek once worked?

FRANK
Yes.

ALLI SON
Can you explain how you did it?

FRANK
W would go into a conmpany and do
adaptive testing of the skills of
all of the techies. They call it
adaptive testing. W give people
online nmultiple choice tests and
problemtests of how well they know
t he | anguages and software packages
they claimon their resunes. Al ot
of peopl e know only what they use
everyday on the job. W encourage
our client conmpanies to nake sure
that they keep their enpl oyees
trained on all aspects of the
packages they use

ALLI SON
You tested the defendant?

FRANK
We | ooked at his work. He got his
pretty hard by the guessing
penalty. He had not kept up well
with the technol ogy, he wasn’t
curious about it, and although his
i medi ate boss was satisfied, a |ot
of his work was technically
substandard. It can be easy to fool
a non-technical boss if you get ‘em
on your side. W stop that.

ALLI SON
Wl |, thanks for the synopsis.
Isn’t it true that you had known
t he defendant before?
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Frank puts his hand to his nouth, and nods.

FRANK
You want nme to go into that. It was
nore than twenty years ago. In a
bar .

ALLI SON
VWhat ki nd of bar?

BALE DARTZ
(bj ect i on!

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MORN NG

Brad McClain sits wwth an African-Anerican femal e agent,
BRENDA SYPES, 39, short and well dressed in a suit.

BRENDA
Well, actually we found two ki nds
of conprom ses. W found pointers
to the relief allocation systemrun
by Handyman systens, and to the
| ocations of six storage |ockers in
the United States.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - LATER

| SP MANAGER
We renpoved his account because we
wer e asked to.

BALE DARTZ
By the FBI?

| SP MANAGER
By the Federal Energency Managenent
Agency.

BALE DARTZ
Did you do an internal audit of the
actions of your own enpl oyees?

| SP MANAGER
Yes sir, and we found no
unaut hori zed access.
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I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MOMENTS LATER

ALLI SON
So, sir, you deny that you left
your Unix Site open. You know, the
Site command as you explained it.

| SP MANAGER
That's correct, ma’'am At FEMA' s
request we did a conplete audit,
and found no violations of our own

conpany policy.
CUT TO

I NT. COURTHOUSE LUNCHRCOM - DAY

John Harder pays for a rather hearty lunch and wanders away
fromthe other jurors, and sits by hinself at a table, hiding
behi nd a USA Today. At the next table Erich is having a

rat her healthful lunch with his parents.

BRI AN
So, son, you say you know t hose two
boys did this?

ERI CH
Yeah. It’s true. | collected the
overflows off of their systens and
sieved it. | can prove it.

BRI AN

But, son, you knew.

ERI CH
| told themif they couldn’'t play
catch with nme I'd turn themin. |
knew t hey couldn’t.

BRI AN
Li ke the hard math teacher not
t aki ng attendance, just giving
tests people don’t pass. But, God
bl ess us all, you knew. You want ed.

ERI CH
So do a | ot of other people, Dad,
and you know it.

As he finishes his dessert, John wal ks past Allison,
Sussanah, and Qmar as they | ook up at him
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SUSANNAH
Omar, you renenber how we got |zzy.

OVAR
| don’t think they covered that in
the news. They had to protect you.

SUSANNAH
There was an accident in your
country. It was when we were down
near Luxor with Save the Children.
We | earned of a man who was
prosecuted for hitting a passenger
and he clainmed he didn’t remenber
the accident. | tried to get the
child as a single parent. Didn't
fly. My being in the mlitary nade
it too big a deal. Then two weeks
after | get back, Alisonis
def endi ng you for your accident.

OVAR

I never knew.
SUSANNAH

Like a cat, so you did it again.
OVAR

Yes, just to spare Bill. Allah did

not place himin high esteem

John wal ks back to Erich’s table, stands off and avoi ds eye
cont act .

ERI CH
Yes, it’s better to see sonething
happen. | want this stuff over with

before I1’mon ny own. No goose
st eppi ng for ne!

CUT TGO

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - AFTERNOON

Al lison, Erich, and his parents are seated around a table
with two | aptop conputers, a router, and a projector.

ALLI SON
| call Erich Jzzet.

Jzzet, still dressed in sport shirt and shorts with hairy
| egs, takes the oath fromthe w tness stand.
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There is buzz in the courtroomand jury. He steps down to the

t abl e.

Then he operates the denonstrati on,

whi ch is projected

overhead on a screen opposite fromthe jury.

ERI CH

This is a buffer overfl ow Now I

will show you how to add an

invisible ink icon to a website.

Now | do not have the password for

this website.

ALLI SON
And you can do this wthout the

website’s owner know ng anyt hi ng.

ERI CH

Absol utely. He is dependent on his
I SP, unless he runs his own server.

ALLI SON
And what ways could you get in?

ERI CH
Many tinmes ISP’s live the SITE

command open on Unix. It could be

an inside job. O if | was very
determ ned, | could get in just

| described, on buffer overfl ow

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA -

as

LATER

Bill now stares at Erich fromhis defendant’s table as Erich
continues to testify.

BALE DARTZ
But you acknow edge that Bil
visited your | ab.

ERI CH
Yes, we net at the screening of

ny

film | invited him kind of. Wl

he dropped in fromone of his
r unar ounds.

BALE DARTZ
And you visited his apartnent.

ERI CH

| dropped in one Sunday afternoon.

BALE DARTZ
Unannounced.
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ERI CH
I think he wanted nme to come. But |
didn’t plant anything on his
machi ne.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - LATER

Al lison looks at Bill and whispers at the defendant’s desk.
She slaps his hand lightly.

ALLI SON
I know you think you just have
Asperger’s, that people think
you' re peculiar. But try to | ook
alive.

Giffinis testifying. He | ooks inmature and cherubic.

ALLI SON
So, what happened when Bill brought
in his conputer to your store to be
repaired.

GRI FFI N
W ran a different virus scan than
he used. W ran Norton. W found
one virus and then replaced his CD
drive anyway as a courtesy.

ALLI SON
But you coul d have charged him

GRI FFI N
My boss told ne to go ahead and do
it under his Silver plan anyway.
Saved him five hundred.

CUT TGO

I NT. JOHN HARDER S CONDO - EVEN NG

John sprints up the different |levels of his condo in
Arlington, filled with nodern scul ptures, entertai nnent
centers, and servers, and two |large cats. He searches around
hinmself on the Internet until he finds Erich’ s conputer
through an I P address. He starts typing.

CUT TGO
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INT. ERICH S CABI N, LIVING ROOM

Erich is typing on his Dell machine when he is interrupted by
a nessage, which he reads. He access his other machine, and
after sonme nore surfing and access to Kaaza, he starts a
downl oad of another file. He checks his cell phone for
nessages.

BRIAN (O. S.)
Ckay, son, even you have to do your
chor es!

He jogs outside to his parents’ house, clinbs the stepladder
to a roof, finishes nailing in a fewtiles, puts the | adder
away, and goes back to his own study. He finds the downl oad
done.

CUT TGO

I NT. ALLI SON' S APARTMENT, NYC

Al lison, and Bill watch a novie on Allison’s conputer.
Susannah takes lzimto his roomto play wwth the cat, out of
sight of the novie, while they watch it.

Bl LL
Thanks, for getting ny AOL access
back.
Bill kisses Allison once, on the |lips. Then they really pay

attention to the novie, separately.

CUT TGO

EXT. WLLIAM AND MARY ANOTHER COLONI AL DORM 1961 - N GHT -
FLASHBACK

A group of college boys, including Young Sydney, |ead ei ght
freshnen, Dblindfolded, in skivvies, towards a door in the
basenent. The canera noves fromthe sunken garden back to the
door and into a basenent with a sinple stage and fol di ng
chairs.

YOUNG SYDNEY
St agecraft is ready. Oh, the ways
of coll ege boys.

The freshnen wal k onto the stage, and wi thout protesting, sit
down in unison on count to “H p”
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YOUNG SYDNEY
You all canme in your shorts. Just
what the H ppopotanus order ed.
Skin’s so tight he blinks his eyes
when he masturbates. Don’t throw
sand in that poor beast’s eyes!

Sydney picks up a pail of flour and throws it at the boys,
and it lands on themlike a dusting of snow.

The sophonores and ot her upperclassnmen in the audi ence | augh.
YOUNG SYDNEY
Recite after me. | do this for ny
cl ass!
The boys remain silent, and shake a bit as if shivering.

YOUNG SYDNEY
| do this for the teanml Let the
Tri bunal s begi n!

Now a sophonore brings a pail of soapy water, and a second
brings a tray filled with razors. The first sophonore kneels
before the first freshman, and |l ather’s the freshnmen' s super
hairy legs, and then starts scraping.

CUT BACK TO

I NT. ALLI SON S APARTMENT, NYC - MOMENTS LATER

Al'lison now brings up a picture of Erich, live, on her
conput er .
ALLI SON
And you won't say where you got
t his.
ERI CH

You don’t want nme to, really. But
found Sydney, too. He's now head of
the drama departnment at O dSouth in

M ssissippi. It’s from Tobey. You
know, those file shares he
despi ses.

ALLI SON
It’s interesting, not really
relevant. | guess it’s what Trunp

woul d cal |l teamwork today.
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Bl LL
Tobey just reads ny mnd, that’s
all. That’s what 1’mall about. But
don’t | have a right to proclaim
it, publicly?

I NT. BILL"S APARTMENT M NNEAPCLI S - N GHT

Bill puts on his Sundance hat as he | eaves his apartnent,
which is now nmuch neater, with rented furniture and no
conput ers.

I NT. TWNBI ES DANCE BAR, M NNEAPOLIS - N GHT

Bill stands in the crowd and watches gogo boys dancing, while
Giffin massages the chest and | egs of one of the dancers.
Just as he is about to insert atip in the dancer’s g-string,
a pl ai ncl ot hesman grabs hi m from behi nd.

GRI FFI' N
| thought you could here.

DETECTI VE
This is no vice. But we have to
meke t he exanpl e of you.

I NT. COBALT BAR, WASHI NGTON, DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT

Men are break dancing on the intimte but col orful dance
floor as the song “Beautiful” plays. The dancing still
includes the lifting up of T-shirts of nen and the rubbing of
snoot h chests.

There is a barber chair on the el evated part of the dance
floor, towards the back wall. A young man has his shirt
unbuttoned, and his boyfriend gently shoves himinto the
bar ber chair.

Tobey and Sheila wal k in. Tobey still linps slightly. The
canmera focuses on her sparkling engagenent ring. They mgrate
towards the chair. Lorraine follows.

Bill walks in, and Lorrai ne sees himand approaches.
Bl LL
I"’min another city now. So | can
gawk agai n.

Anot her elderly man with thinning hair approaches.
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LORRAI NE
Bill, this is Sydney. You renmenber
him from your explusion
BI LL
And K- 2.
Bill offers his hand, but Sydney does not reciprocate.

Suddenly the barber chair area expl odes. Screanm ng ensues,
and the sprinkler systemshowers everyone. The crowd forces
Lorrai ne and Sydney agai nst a post. Sydney falls down.

Tobey forces his way through the crowd. As Tobey quickly
gives CPR to Sydney, flanes graze his pants, and Lorraine
spanks themout. Fire engine sounds cone.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA

Bill walks up to the stand to testify, as Sydney, sonewhat
[inping but well dressed in a plain gray suit, steps into the
courtroom and nmakes eye contact as he sits in the back. Bil

| ooks away and out into space as he takes the oath.

Bill is finally dressed in a dark suit although he doesn’'t
have | ong socks and he crosses his | egs, wonani sh. As the
scene progresses, he tends to | ook up as he tal ks, avoidi ng
cues of the body | anguage of others.

ALLI SON
So, Bill, would you state your
perception of your witing
busi ness, in your own words.

BI LL
Vll, I'"malnost fanpbus. |'’mnot a
Chloe Sullivan witing a high
school | edger.

Sydney chuckl es and catches Bill’s gl ance.

ALLI SON
So anybody on this entire planet
can read anything you ve witten,
fromyour website, free of charge.

BI LL
Al nost anyone. Even Saudi Arabi a.
But not China or Cuba. But | agree.
I't’s profound.

( MORE)



A sel f - publBldHdd ombsd)t e can be
accessed from anywhere, in 1-1/2
seconds fromthe noon if there was
a wWreless connection there. This
wasn't possible until just a few
years ago. It’s profound. Sone
people think it’s bad.

ALLI SON
So what do you think you're
accomplishing with your witing?

Bl LL
| call it the “Do Ask, Do Tell”
paradigm It neans learning to wal k
in another’s shoes, to know how he
t hi nks and what nmakes himti ck.
Maybe it’s famly, blood |ines.
Maybe it’s an aesthetic fantasy. W
have to learn to reveal the
inplications of ideas rather than
just cover themup not to hurt
people’s feelings. | think playing
Devils’ Advocate publicly gets
respect, say of Suprene Court |aw
cl erks when they wite opinions.
It’s my kind of public prayer.

ALLI SON
You can prove that.
Bl LL
| can tell fromthe logs. | think

they read them for both the COPA
case and for the sodony | aws, which
were conpletely overturned, even on
due process.

JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
M. Ldzek, this is not a place for
your | egal theories.

ALLI SON
VWhat i s COPA?

Bl LL
The Child Online Protection Act,
which is enjoined. It could have
made it a crime for nme to put
witings dealing with honpbsexuality
in a place where children can find
them if | was selling anything.

125.
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ALLI SON
So you sell books on your site.

Bl LL
| did, indirectly. I didn't take
the credit cards, because that was
t oo dangerous. | pointed to Anazon.
Until TP pulled the plug, | sold
books under ny inprint nane, Hi gh
Productivity Publishing. A
registered inprint with the Books
in Print people.

ALLI SON
You still have your stuff up
anywher e?

Bl LL
Only on AOL Honetown. And for a few
days, | wasn’'t even allowed to have
a computer. | still don’t have ny
Per sonal Publisher back

Tobey now wal ks in to the courtroom hobbling.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MOMENTS LATER

BALE DARTZ
Isn’t a fact that you didn't
process credit cards because you
didn’t sell enough to afford it?

Bl LL
I think it doesn’t matter. Look, if
| didn’t do this, who woul d?
Cor porati ons and organi zati ons
don’t say everything. \Wen people
wor k for sonebody el se, they never
tell the conplete truth.

BALE DARTZ
And when you found the hacked file,
Exhibit A isn't it true that you
replaced it before you told your
| SP.

A copy of the hacked text is projected on the screen.

Bl LL
| did re-ftp it inmediately.
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BALE DARTZ
Is it not a fact that you feared
that if they told you about it,
they would pull the plug
i medi atel y.

Bl LL

What | thought can’'t be a fact can
it?

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MOMVENTS LATER

ALLI SON
Just for the record, Bill, when did
you get your first threat?

Bl LL
It was about a year before
Sept enber 11. Sonebody t ook of fense
at what | wote about Perfect
Storm that it was surprising to ne
that a story about ordinary
fi shermen woul d get the audi ence
synpathy. He wote all over ACL
message boards that | should spend
nmy time with a therapist than sit
in a novie theater

ALLI SON
And hi s nanme was Bbop.
Bl LL
Yes.
ALLI SON
The sane as in the exhibit of the
hacked file.

CUT TGO

I NT. JOHN HARDER S CONDO - EVEN NG

John is surfing around, while watching “Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy.” He logs on to the Buil dMyConputer server,
switches to a text-based screen and keystrokes around, and
then finds the list of enployees, including Giffin. Hs

| over, a nmuch shorter man, conmes up and nassages his

shoul ders as he keeps worKki ng.

LOVER
How s ny super geek.
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JOHN
" mnot gonna tell.

John logs onto Erich’s conputer through file sharing and

wat ches sone of Erich’s novie, fast forwarding in Premere
until he finds a shot of Giffin. He picks up his hands-free
cell phone.

JOHN
I"mcalling Erich. Don’'t be
j eal ous.

LOVER

He’'s only a perfect 10 for TheWs.

CUT TGO

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MORN NG
The governnment is sunmm ng.

BALE DARTZ
What we have here is a web operator
who was an anat eur, who even admts
on his own website that he is an
amat eur, who knew t hat he was
reckl ess and that he woul d endanger
others by attracting attention to
hinsel f. What is at issue for you,
| adi es and gentlenmen of the jury to
deci de, is whether he knew he was
r eckl ess.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - MOMENTS LATER

ALLI SON
VWhat is at issue is whether his
nmet hods, given his notives, are
constitutionally protected. He just
explained to you that no one w |
do this for noney when sonebody
el se pays the bill to make him
credi ble. You have to do this al
on your own. It’s not a denocracy.
And Bill explained to you that this
is part of the new trend towards
open source.

CUT TGO
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I NT. JURY ROOM

The twelve jurors sit around the table, with John at the
head. The sheriff pokes his head in.

SHERRI F* S DEPUTY
Lunch i s served.

He brings in twelve pizza boxes and |ays them out.

JOHN
Thanks. We may have a vote soon.

SHERRI F' S DEPUTY
Don't talk to ne. It's all in
secret.

The jurors start eating, although two of the female jurors do
not part ake.

FEMALE JURCR #1
| think what Bill didis
outrageous. Just a flake. No
famly. Deserts people.

FEMALE JURCOR #2
That matters. It’s whether he knew
he was breaking the | aw

JOHN HARDER
The judge expl ai ned that under the
Patriot Act, it can’t be just
happenst ance. There has to be sone
reckl essness in his intentions.

FEMALE JUROR #1
No there doesn’t.

JOHN HARDER
For the kind of person he is, |
don’t think we can vote on that. |
think we should wite a note to the
j udge and expl ai n the narrowness of
our decision. That he knew what he
was doing. It doesn’'t even natter
if we could prove conclusively that
sonmebody else did it. Ddn't you
wonder about that conputer store
enpl oyee?

John picks up a sales brochure fromthe store with the nane
“Bbop” witten on it in black letters.
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JOHN HARDER
Nobody nentioned this. But it
doesn’t matter. The neaning of the
Patri ot Act goes back to the judge.

FEMALE JURCR #1
Were'd you get that? It’s not an
exhi bit.

I NT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA

Bill and Allison stand in front of the judge, as he receives
the verdict fromthe jury and spends a nonent reading the
not e.

JUDGE HARRY MATTHEWS
M. Ldzek. The jury has found as a
matter of fact that you knew t hat
you create a reckless hazard with
your operation of the website. The
foreman has witten a note that it
cannot assign damages and that it
is up the court to decide on the
law. It also says it is clear that
ot hers perpetrated the acts. This
court is willing to forgo al
nmonetary damages if you do a period
of comunity service and stay away
fromconputers for a period of one
year. And you nust not comrent on
the verdict with reporters.

BI LL
You can really do that?
EXT. COURTHOUSE, FEDERAL, ALEXANDRI A VA - DAY

It is starting to rain with thunder, as a few reporters
approach Bill.

ALLI SON
He’' s gagged.

They sneak into a four door Saturn driven by Susannah.

I NT. MACDONALD S RESTAURANT, ARLINGION - DAY

Bill is standing behind the register, taking orders as Erich,
Al lison, Tobey, and Sydney walk in to order.
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Bl LL
Well, pop quiz! | paid ny dues.

ERI CH
4 Big Macs, 4 fries, 4 cokes, we' |l
make it easy.

Bill enters the appropriately marked keys and commts the
order on the register. Erich gives hima new Twenty, and the
ri ght change cones out automatically.

A new television is on CNN

CNN REPORTER
In a new test of the Patriot Act,
an amat eur web operator was told to
stay off conmputers or face fines
yest er day.

The four parties take a seat.

BI LL
Don't | get a debate?
Bill puts up his snock and cones over and sits down.
ERI CH

Wel cone to your final station in
life, old timer. You see the
gover nnent upgraded nme to Yell ow
It’s a mracle that I’ m here.

SYDNEY

And, Bill, | once said you had a

great future
Bl LL

You're..
SYDNEY

You renenber.

Bill offers his hand but Syd doesn’t reciprocate.

Bl LL

You nentioned us in your novie, K-
2. That stuff about friendship, you
know, how one guy throws hinself to
save his friend.

Sydney pulls out a copy of Bill’'s DADT book.



I NT. WLLIAM AND MARY STUDENT UNI ON -

Bill,

SYDNEY
You feel proud of this.

BI LL
It’s my one acconplishnment. But you
know why |1’ m here. | wanted to

enlighten and I wasn’t the right
nmessenger.

SYDNEY
Until you were loyal to famly

BI LL
Did they say that in Splendor in
the Gass? | renenber the day you
enot ed when you cane back to the
dorm That was the one day we got
al ong.

SYDNEY
You had a record with you then. You
had been over at the student union
listening to records. You had seen
t he novie the night before.

at the checkout desk, |ooks at a record
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CUT TGO

AFTERNOON - FLASHBACK

of the Schumann

Second Synphony. There is a handwitten warning, “This record
is badly worn.”

BI LL
Vll, | need to enote today. |11
listen to this before ny roonmate
comes back. He said | have one nore
chance to go to Tribunals.

G RL BEHI ND COUNTER
Isn’t that where they shave the
boys’ | egs?

Bl LL
And for at |east one boy it never
grows back.

CUT BACK TO



I NT. MACDONALD S RESTAURANT, ARLINGION - CONTI NUOUS

Bl LL
You were as caught up in the
sensuality of that novie as ne. You
forgot about the tribunals.

SYDNEY

So you forgot to have a famly.
Bl LL

No, | was just wired differently

fromyou, and you all saw ne as a
threat. An eneny. Isn’'t that nore
like it?

TOBEY
You didn’'t get away with it. If you
did, it would negate what you say.

ERI CH
So | set your trap. You wanted ne
to, right, Bill?

TOBEY
If you couldn’t be |like us, you
could still pick us out.

BI LL

And Sydney, you thought that was
cheating. How | could have led a
regular |ife, career, advancenent.
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Erich, Tobey and Sydney make a toast wth their coffee cups.

TOBEY
The power behind the throne.
Bill hears sone commotion behind him H's boss approaches.
SUPERVI SOR
Bill, back on your feet. No nore
breaks. | nean it.

I NT. BALLY' S HCOLI DAY SW MM NG AREA - DAY

Tobey, Sheila and Erich stand on the edge of the pool.

junps in.

Shei | a

Al lison,

Susannah and Izimwalk in and al so junp

in. Tobey’s |l egs are in bandages.
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He gl ances at Erich, who pushes Bill in the water. Bil
screans and thrashes, but starts paddling and staying up.

CUT TGO

I NT. NURSI NG HOVE - AFTERNOON

Bill is walking dowmn the hall with MARY ELKINS, 60, and
gl ances into the various sem -private roons of elderly (and
not so elderly) people sitting or lying down in their roomns.

Bl LL
I’ mback living at hone again.

MARY ELKI NS
So it sound |Iike you need sonething
to do, if they won't let you keep
your conputers.

BI LL
| still have ny three self-
publ i shed books in print. | nean,
publ i shed.

MARY ELKI NS

Maybe you could read to them Not

your books, but, you know, popul ar
books. Romance novels. By the way,
how ol d are you?

Bl LL
59.

MARY ELKI NS
We can start paying you when you're
60. Oh, did you clean your car out
yet ?

I NT. HEAD- START ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

Smal | children, African-American, are studying their coloring
books, and a few are trying the kids-safe conputers. Bill

wal ks with KARIM BLOGA NS (African Anerican, 32) to an

of fice.

Bl LL
Yes, 8 hours a week as a second
vol unt eer assi gnnment neets the
requirenment. It’'s OKto work with
the kids on their conputers. | just
can’t have ny own for two years.

( MORE)
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You know, da\dr(romnit’ dan do
anything it wants when it decides
to.

KARI M
Wl |, you can peek at the webcasts.
That is one of the perks.

Hs |arge web-TV is showi ng CNN, when Tobey cones on with
Sydney.

CNN REPORTER
So we have a real life hero. Were
did you | earn CPR?

TOBEY
Boy scouts.

Suddenly CNN feeds its BREAKING NEWs with a shot of the
California desert with snoke and fire comng froma pit of
mud.

CNN REPORTER
We have just |learned of a volcanic
explosion in the California Omens
Val | ey, about sixty mles fromthe
town of Bishop. W believe that
this may have come fromthe cone of
Mono Lake.

CUT TGO

EXT. H LLTOP ABOVE MONO LAKE AREA - AFTERNOON

The canera noves froma series of |ava tube hills to a snal
field, colorful with the frozen flows of |ava. There is a
smal | assenbly of people, including Bill, who handles a
weddi ng ring to Tobey, who then puts it on Sheila s hand. A
JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE reads sone text, and then Sheil a ki sses
the bri de.

CUT TGO

EXT. LEMONADE STAND, BI SHOP CA PARKI NG LOT - MORN NG

Bill, Allison, and Susannah set out |enonades, and Bil
prepares the cash register. The surrounding street is covered
with a thin layer of ash that workers are sweeping up. Bill
wears a t-shirt that reads “Pay Your Dues.”

Tobey, Sheila approach and open their wallets. Then Erich
brings lziminto the scene.
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Bl LL
| forgot. We don’t charge any nore.
This is volunteering.

A pickup drives by, with Erich standing in it, operating a
tri pod HDCAM

CUT TGO

EXT. THE ACADEMY GROUNDS | N Bl SHOP CA - MORNI NG

The camera follows the grounds. First, it shows a fenced
basebal | field, jogging track and gridiron (few stands), and
out door swi nm ng pool. Then there are two buildings at a
right angle, formng an L around a small well-sodded yard.
One building is long and narrow and | ooks |ike a dormtory.
The other is four stories, concrete and small. The air is a
bit dusty and hazy, and an orange sun is out. Barren
nmountains rise in the background.

Frank and Bill wal k al ong the jogging track towards the
bui l dings. From a distance, Frank | ooks |Iike a young man
Both are dressed in gymclothes. The canmera mgrates from

Bill’s eyes to Frank, who in close-up |ooks visibly mddle
aged.
FRANK
So you cane by to check nme out?
Bl LL
You gave ne a | ast chance out of
this.
FRANK
And you still like to stare at ne.
Bl LL
Vel | .
FRANK
Li ke you did once before.
Bl LL
Those were the days of innocence,
before AIDS. | was a young Vi gorous
man then, |ike you, well, just
barely.
FRANK

Wth our lives ahead of us. Well,
I’man old married man nyself now.
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Frank mani pul ates his clothing, pulling up his tee shirt and
now it appears that sonme object is taped to his chest.

They approach the buil ding.

FRANK
And proud of it, you bet!

EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD AT ACADEMY - CONTI NUOUS

Tobey, Sheila, John Harder, Sydney, and Erich watch Bill and
Frank. Erich picks up a DV canctorder and takes another shot
of the two nmen tal king. Then he turns to Tobey and Sheil a and
pi cks up the sparkle of their (now wedding rings.

Sheil a puts her arm around Tobey, who now | onger has the
bandages.

TOBEY
Sure, without a wfe.

SHEI LA
Careful with your own ring.

SYDNEY
You feel different, Tobey?

TOBEY
Being married? Not really.

SHEI LA
He did better than a | ot of nen. He
kept nost of hinself.

ERI CH
I"I'l take the canmera inside the
building so | can followthe

i nterview
SYDNEY
Let’s see Bill practice what he
used to preach
TOBEY
| don’t think he’' Il have tine for

our little reunion. But then,
neither will you, Sheila.



138.

I NT. WORKOUT ROOM AT ACADEMY - MOMENTS LATER

There are mul tiple workout stations and sone nedi ca
nmoni tori ng equi pnent, |ike an el ectrocardi ograh, with
di agrans showi ng nmen doing stress tests.

Frank and Bill approach one corner, where there is a fancy
desk with chair in front of it. Frank notions to Bill to sit
down, and then keystrokes on his conputer.

The camera qui ckly shows Frank browsing news reports on the
vol cano cl eanup and then doing a Googl e search.

FRANK
Well, | see they’ ve gotten nost
traces of your blogs off. | guess
no girl friends -- pardon ne, boy
friends, can google you for dates
now.

Frank | eans back.

Bl LL
You know what |’ ve given up

FRANK
You' re gonna be chal | enged here.
You'll feel tired a lot, like you
were in Arny Basic. You'll learn to
work, literally, to stay on your

feet eight hours a day w thout

bat hr oom br eaks and bal ance a cash
register at the end of a shift.
You'l | even take a turn at

wai t r essi ng.

Tobey, Sheila, Erich, John, and Sydney enter now. Tobey nods
at Frank, who nakes a few keystrokes.

TOBEY
John, you may be the best subject.
Syd is too old.

John strips to his shorts and stands on the treadm|I|. Sheila
creans chest, covering any hair and then wiping it off, then
covering John’s chest with electrodes, as he starts to jog.

FRANK
Postul ate- A Financial, no. W
suggested they cut you | oose. And
there’s no conmission for ne nowin
this. No ponzi schene.



Bl LL
It’s your agenda now.

FRANK
And yours. You know as well as | do
that the country needs a swat team
to fix things, get things going
after the next purification.

Bl LL
Sui t case nukes, or nore expl osions
at Mono Lake.

FRANK
That’s sure to happen.

ERI CH
O solar flares, or pole shifts. O
super storns.

Bl LL
| give up ny own voice. On nmy own
claims to social equality. | now

surrender the debate to well -funded
or gani zati ons.

FRANK
Bill, there won’t be anything nore
to debate. And you were never
equal , you enjoyed your subm ssion.
Even to Erich. The only way for you
to rise up is to speak soneone
el se’s words. W’ Il give you the
words. If you conme to Handynman
Acadeny, it wll be your whole
life. But you' |l get on canera,
make novies. That’s what you’ ve
al ways want ed.
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The conmputer screen shows Tobey, Sheila and Erich setting up

stuff and John doing the run.

hi s chest.

FRANK
You' || be handy with setting up
this stuff. Even if you don’t make
it here, we’'ll use you in training
films. You Il |eave the showbiz to
ot hers.

Sone of the electrodes fall off
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Bl LL
But I chose them | got to decide
who was best. Wio coul d fat her
That is good enough.

FRANK
You chose ne once, and that was
good entertai nnent. Now see this.

Frankie pulls out a |arge photo of nmen floating face up in a
bubbly natatorium broken into sections. The nen are covered
with electrodes. Two of the nen are Giffin and Corey.

Erich starts to set up the tripod.

FRANK
Erich, we get to filmyou on the
treadm |1 yet. You' ve got nothing
to | ose.

I NT. ST PAUL ROOM NG HOUSE, TOBEY' S ROOM

Tobey, Erich, Alison, Susannah, |zzy, and Omar watch a shot
of the Wrld Trade Center site. There is a shot of Bill,
ready to pull the switch. The hol ogram cones on. Qutside the
sky is still dusky.

TOBEY
| guess they' Il always need a | ot
of vol unteers out west.

ALLI SON
That’s where Frankie wll send
Bill. He'll pay his dues sone nore.

They expect two or three nore
expl osi ons. But we’ve got a
groundbr eaki ng next week. You’ll
all cone. You are all ny friends.

The cl osi ng shot shows the hol ogram of the new World Trade
Center.

FADE QUT.



